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History 
Of St.Simons

Early History: In the 1600s St. 
Simons was populated by two 
Spanish missions: San Bue-
naventura de Guadalquini, on 
the southern tip of the island, 
and Santo Domingo de Asao (or 
Asajo), on the northern tip.

Colonial History: 
Between 1736 and 
1749 Fort Frederica 
was the hub of 
British military op-
erations along the 
Georgia frontier. 

Between the 1780s and the 
outbreak of the Civil War 
(1861-65), St. Simons’s plan-
tation culture flourished.

The island’s resort industry 
was booming by the 1880s. 
Beachfront structures 
were built on the. Wealthy 
northerners began 
vacationing on the island.

Since 1980 the popula-
tion has doubled. Being a 
popular vacation spot and 
constant development, 
the historic landmarks and 
natural areas are at risk.

S c h o o l h o u s e  H i s t o r y

http://www.ssiheritagecoalition.org/

- The Harrington Community was settled by emancipat-
ed slaves who had worked on St. Simons plantations.

- 1920 survey of Brunswick and Glynn County Schools 
by U.S. Bureau of Education recommended that a 
Rosenwald school or similar plan be built for colored 
students on SSI

-Harrington School House closely resembles the ‘One 
Teacher Community School Plan’

-The Harrington Schoolhouse, formerly known as the 
Harrington Graded School, was built in the 1920’s and 
served as the main educational structure for the three 
African-American communities on St. Simons Island. 

-It hosted grades 1-7 until desegregation in the 1960’s, 
when students left to attend St. Simons Elementary.

-1968 to 1970 it was converted to a day care center 

-2004 Isadora Hunter donated land to St. Simons Land 
Trust in 2004 to preserve the schoolhouse

-As the oldest surviving educational structures for 
African-Americans on the island, the restoration and 
preservation of the Harrington Schoolhouse is of criti-
cal importance



Harrington Schoolhouse Photo Inventory

Site Photo Inventory

Harrington Schoolhouse Side of Schoolhouse Side of Schoolhouse
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S i t e  A n a l y s i s

Topography + Hygrology

NoiseCirculation

High Noise

Medium Noise

Low Noise

Most Circulation

Average Circulation

Low Circulation

Concept/ Program
Thematic Goals: Keep true to the authenticity of the histori-
cal time period in which the schoolhouse was erected. Thus, 
revitalize the school house to its fullest potential. Add na-
tive and historical accurate vegetation to the site, especially 
surrounding the schoolhouse. Additional structures should 
include a maintenance cabin, event building and possible 
shade structures. All additional structures should stay true to 
schoolhouse historical time period.

Over All Objectives: Revitalize the schoolhouse, add more 
structures and native vegetation

Research Analysis Opportunities

Design

Master Plan



Soil Map
Ma - Madarin Fine Sand

Map UNit Setting
Elevation: 0 - 250 ft
Mean Annual Precipitation: 39 - 62 inches
Mean Annual Air Temp 53 - 81 degrees
Frost Free Period: 209 - 365 days

Properties and Qualities
Slope : 0 - 2%
Depth to restrictive feature : 80+ inches
Drainage Class: Somewhat Poorly Drained
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): 
Moderately High to Very High  (1.28 - 19.98 in/hr)
Depth to Water Table: 18 - 30 inches
Maximum Salinity: Nonsaline (0.0 - 2.0 mmhos/cm)
Available Water Capacity: Low (about 4.2 inches)

CaB - Cainhoy Fine Sand

Map UNit Setting
Elevation: 10-120feet
Mean Annual Precipitation: 44- - 52 Inches
Mean Annual Air Temp 62 - 70 degrees 
Frost Free Period: 230 - 290 days

Properties and Qualities
Slope : 0 - 5%
Depth to restrictive feature : 80+ inches
Drainage Class: Excessively Drained
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): 
High to Very High  (5.95 - 19.98 in/hr)
Depth to Water Table: 80+ inches
 Frequency of Flooding : None
Frequency of Ponding:None
Available Water Capacity: Low (about 4.2 inches)

Surrounding Sites

The Site

Residential

Residential

S i t e  A n a l y s i s

S i t e  A n a l y s i s
Storm Surge Wetland Flood Plain

Flood Zones

Moderate risk areas within the 0.2-percent-an-
nual-chance floodplain, areas of 1-percent-annu-
al-chance flooding where average depths are less 
than 1 foot, areas of 1-percent-annual-chance 
flooding where the contributing drainage area is 
less than 1 square mile, and areas protected from 
the 1-percent-annual-chance flood by a levee. 
No BFEs or base flood depths are shown within 
these zones. (Zone X (shaded) is used on new 
and revised maps in place of Zone B.)
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Conceptual
Design

Conceptual
Design

This conceptual design uses the natural form of 
the land to create pockets of green space and 
loose, free pathways. This concept is simple in 
form and structure. It includes two additional 
structures; one large event building and one 
covered pavilion. There are paths that encircle 
the entire site, allowing for maximum exploration 
by visitors. The parking lot is located by the main 
entrance which is conveniently located by the 
Harrington Schoolhouse. The is lots of green space 
throughout the site for visitors to use as recre-
ational areas.

N

This conceptual design uses mixed forms of recti-
linear and radial shapes to create multiple paths 
that divid the site into an irregular grid. There is a 
modern rythme and pattern to the paths and veg-
etation. This design offers a mixed shaped event 
building, whose shape mimics the sites layout. The 
event space has access to the ponds, however the 
smaller pond on the north-east site of the site is 
filled in partly, causing it to seamless flesh to the 
side of the building. The small boardwalk allows 
visitors to walk across and around the ponds. The 
multiple paths create flow throughout the site 
and make almost of the site pedestrian freindy.  
The entrance is created through a strong central 
access and has two parking lots jetting off to both 
sides. The Harrington Schoolhouse remains in its 
orignial location, surrounded by vegetation and a 
central pathway to the main entrance. 

Garden
Schoolhouse

Event 
Space

Pond

Pond

Patio

Parking Lot

Main Entrance

Green
Space
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Conceptual
Design
This conceptual design is reflective upon the his-
tory of the site. The design stems from the idea of 
a 1800 southern plantation. The site includes an 
event building that will mimic the architecture of 
the an old southern mansion. In front of the event 
building will be an ornate garden for visitors to 
wander soon. A similar style ornate garden will be 
mimicked outside of the Harrington Schoolhouse. 
This will help attract visitors towards the school-
house, while creating a peaceful, passive space. 
The main entrance is located just off the school-
house garden. The entrance consists of a loop 
to help regulate traffic and drop offs. Off of the 
loop is the visitors parking lot. The multiple green 
spaces located throughout the site are meant for 
recreational and passive uses. There are many 
pathways throughout the site to help tie every are 
together in a flowing manner.

N

Opportunit ies

-Add better circulation

-Add parking

-Add event space

-Add gardens

-Keep the loction of the Harrington 
Schoolhouse

-Keep the ponds natural shape 
and location

-Incorporate history into design

N
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Scale: 
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Site Plan A

Illustrative Site Plan, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

Section Elevation, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

P lanting Plan A -  Outer

Scale 1” = 10’ - 0” 10



Planting Plan A -  Inner

Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

S ite Plan B

Illustrative Site Plan, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

Section Elevation, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”



Site Plan C

Section Elevation, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

Illustrative Site Plan, Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

Scale 1” = 10’ - 0”

P lanting Plan C
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Plant Schedule



Section Elevation - Not To Scale

Addit ional  Images

Stone Steps By Covered Deck 14



Front of Schoolhouse

Addit ional  Images

Front of Event Buidling



Front of Event Buidling (Black & White)

Construction Document

Additional  Images
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Construction Document



Grading Plan A

Grading Plan B
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