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Located on Georgia’s Aflantic Coast, St.
Simons island is about an hour south of
Savannah and an hour north of Jacksonville,
Florida. The St. Simons African American
Heritage Coalition (SSAAHC) has taken @
sfrong interest in restoring and revitalizing the
historic Harrington School House, an iconic
feature to the African American culture on
the island.

According to the SSAAHC, the school
house was bullt In the 1920s and served as
the main educational structure for three
African American communities on the
island until 1960 when desegregation allowed
the students fo attend St. Simons
Elementary. Over the years, the community
gathered here for private and public
gatherings, including family reunions and
school proms. In the 1990s, pressure by
developers caused many African American
homes and property in Harrington to be sold
for subdivisions. Residents who did not want
to sell their heritage put up yellow “Don't
Ask/Won't Sell” signs in their yards. Residents
chose to donate their portion of land to the
St. Simons Land Trust so that the Schoolhouse
and 12 surrounding acres of “sun-dappled
forests and ponds” could be preserved and
saved from destruction.

http://www.ssiheritagecoalition.org/
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The Mission of the St. Simons African American Heritage
Coalition 1s “to educate, preserve, and revitalize African
American heritage and culture” with three very clear goals of
land loss prevention, historic preservation, and economic
development, The task at hand is to create a functional 12 acre
area available to the public with those goals in mind.

HTTP./ /WWW.SSIHERITAGECOALITION.ORG/
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Conceptual ideas

: T Must Haves:
Restoration of the building itself has begun e
already with plans and funding to return the * ADA Accessibility tor %(lil(T:E&Sl:}B(!—E
building tfo its original glory. With twelve acres of disabled V'S'TOTS
surrounding property, there is a need to add a *On street parking
park area for members of the community as well *Restroom facilifies
as visitors of the historic building to enjoy.
With limited funding available, a low
maintenance design is preferred to help with
ongevity of the park’s life. The two ponds on the
oroperty provide strong focal points and areas
of inferest, while the dense canopy of the Additional Considerations:
forested area acts as relief from the harsh * Access from surrounding residential . “ i Nasces )
summer sun. Surrounding future development communities it e e .
around the park must also be considered. » Connection with surrounding historical
Gullah Geechee Corridor " = i ey
After meeting with the members of the » Covered outdoor gathering and event space
SSAAHC and interested residents of the e Historical markers
island, a few design deliverables were *Night time/public safety
nammered out. Additional ideas were brought e Open recreational space
to the table for consideration if funds permit e Qutdoor seating
them. e Pedestrian paths
* Playground

e Potential for economic return
*Rosenwald School Recognition

eSecluded private area 41

e L » o T
HTTP./ /WWW.SPALDINGPARKSANDREC.COM/
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BELOW: INFILTRATION ANALYSIS MAP

I
Runoff -

St. Simons receives abundant rainfall, almost year round. With goals
of land-loss prevention and minimal environment impact,
retaining the amount of pervious area is necessary to make sure
the site continues to drain and runoff properly, and allows
precipitation to infiltrate naturally.

Infiltration

ABOVE: LAND USE ANALYSIS MAP

Residentidl l PROJECT SITE

Developing T . ..
Forested/Undeveloped - ' \/
T T

Development around the project site will influence the future
condifions of the project site. Currently, a residential
community is being developed right in the backyard of the
school house, with potential for more development surrounding
the site.
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Dense vegetation seems to surround the perimeter of the site, while the interior tends to e a bit more open. This is
mainly due to the inundated, swampy areas between the two ponds. The relatively flat inferior remains wet from
pond overflow, resulting in varied vegetation. Slightly higher elevations along the southern edges of the ponds
provide great vistas across the water. There is a bit of a natural vegetative screen from the developing areas
adjacent to the site, however it is not completely isolating. Factors from the outside human world also infiltrate
the site, including noise from vehicular traffic from the road, sounds from surrounding neighborhoods, and the
occasional shotgun blast from the Sea Island Rifle Club.
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ABOVE: EXISTING CONDITIONS
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LEGEND
O Passable Vegetation

Passive Recreationadl
Space

%Vege’roﬂve Barrier

Concept One focuses on passive recreation
of the site. A large park like setting is
proposed behind the school house, including
a walking path paved with a pervious
solution. At the far end of the open space a
covered outdoor gathering structure is
proposed for community events and
public usage, perhaps bringing in a little
Income for the School House. On street
parking provides a way for cars to get off the

road, but not parking in the overgrown brush.

Silva cell pavers are a great pervious solution
for a small strip of parking spots along the
side of the road.

CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS

Open Passive Park
with Walking Path

Harrington School House

On Street Parking

___—Views Out to the Ponds
and Marshy Lowlands

Proposed Covered Gathering
Structure with Restrooms
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Potential for

Proposed Covered Gathering
Area with Restroom

On Street Parking

Harrington School House
Memorial Garden

CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS

HARRINGTON SCHOOL HOUSE RESTORATION-JOHN BEAL-PROFESSOR ASHLEY STEFFENS SPRING 2014

Birding/Wildlife Olbservation

LEGEND
O Passable Vegetation

Passive Recreationadl
Space

%Vege’roﬂve Barrier

The focus of Concept Two is to provide
opportunities for private settings throughout the site,
while still maintaining a public feel. The proposed
stfructure with restroom facilities is located closer to
the School House, with adjacent parking and a
private memorial garden, remembering the history
of the Harrington School House. A meandering path
travels through the site and around the smaller pond,
with potentials for stopping and observing the
surrounding nature, perhaps with birding stands or
covered bench areas for resting. A more natural, less
maintained path could branch off towards the
larger pond providing a private setting for passive
usage, such as a small pond side gazebo.




Proposed Covered —;
Gathering Area
with Restrooms

Vista across both ponds
and info marshy lowlands

Boardwalk Trail through
marshy area

LEGEND
O Passable Vegetation

e

Passive Recreationadl
Space

%Vegefoﬂve Barrier

Concept Three utilizes the full twelve acres of the project
site. On street parking and a bus drop off provides easy
access o the park. A long, maintained trail explores the site,
switching to a boardwalk style down in the marshy lowland o
areas. Places for passive recreation are located along the Existing Ponds

path near the larger pond providing great scenery for
picnicking or relaxing outdoors. A covered gathering area
with restrooms and electricity allows forjlcommunity and
private functions. Parking

Existing School House

Bus Drop Off/ Pick Up Zone

CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS
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Boardwalk Trail
A Through Marshy Areas
=%
ol ll J 3
Existing Pond
Meandering Nature Trall
Passive Space Beneath
Existing Trees
Private Garden Space > <
<
Harrington School House o (s ¥

Covered Resting and
Wayfinding Stations

Proposed Covered Pavilion
with Offices and Restroom

MASTER PLAN
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Above Ground
Educational Cistern

Community Form
with Tool Shed

Green Cell Parking

Located on Georgia’s Atlantic Coast, St.
Simons Island Is about an hour south of
Savannah and an hour north of
Jacksonville, Florida. The St. Simons
Afircan American Heritage Coalition
(SSAAHC) has taken a strong inferest in
restoring and revitalizing the historic
Harrington School House, an iconic
feature to the African American

culture on the island. With limited
funding available, a low maintance
design is preferred to help with longevity
of the park’s lite. The two ponds on the
property provide strong focal points and
areas of interest, while the dense
canopy of the forested area acts as
relieft from the harsh summer sun.
Surrounding future development around
the park must also be considered.




Leads Towards Boardwalk Trail

Around Larger Pond Existing Forest Bed

Tall Grasses Existing Trees

Dogwood Cluster Sword Ferns

Existing Live Oak Azaleas

Mulch Nature Trail

Crape Myrtles

Asiatic Jasmine
Pittfosporum Hedge

Azaleas
Garden Trail
Dogwood
Cluster
Tall Grasses
Dogwood Tool Shed
Cluster
Harrington

School House Service Vehicle

Access

Tall Palm Trees

Crape Myrtles

N

BF 1 inch = 10'feet

LLLLE
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. . Fenced Community Garden
c Jasmine Bed

Tall Grasses Covered Admissions Pavilion

with Restrooms and Offices
Tall Entry Palms

Sword Ferns

Covered Wayfinding Paved Entrance Sidewalks

and Resting Station

Trash Recepfc:ll-

SITE PLAN
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Covered Resting and Wayfinding
I i | Station

------
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PERSPECTIVE
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Private Garden Trall
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BOTANICAL NAME / COMMON NAME @TY
Arecastrum romanzoffianum / GQueen Palm &

Chasmanthivm latifolivm 'River Mist' / Variegated Nerthern Sea Oates (&

Cornus florida 'Cherokee Princess' / Cherokee Princess Dogwood l

Lagerstroemia x 'Zunl' / Japanese Crape Myrtle Multi-Trunk N

Nephrolepis auricuvlata / Sword Fern 1249
BOTANICAL NAME / COMMON NAME eTY
Pittosporum tobira Warlegata' / Variegated Mock Orange 27
Rhododendron catanblense / Catanba Rhododendron e<4
BOTANICAL NAME / COMMON NAME Ty
Trachelospermum asliaticum 'Asiatic' / Asiatic Jasmine |72

PLANTING PLAN
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Plant Palette

Queen Palm:

Azaleas: Crape Myriles:
Vibrant Spring and Summer Flowers Multi Trunked vernacular Appeadl
Evergreen Strong Arching Form sland Native
Native Shrub Colorful Spring Blooms

Northern Sea Oats: Sword Ferns: Asiatic Jasmine:
Farm Inspired Variegated Foliage Vibrant Green Foliage Fvergreen Ground-
: cover
Light Texture Evergreen Shrub Shade Tolerant

White Blooms

PLANT PALETTE
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15

15.6'

GRADING PLAN
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Covered Wooden Resting Station Sid e\gd l’rk Ijaver
etai

CONCRETE CURB/ EDGE RESTRAINT

Pitched Roof

GEOTEXTILE TURN UP AT CURB

é6x6 Support Beams

/\ 6x6 Posts

CONCRETE PAVER
2 3/8" (60 MM) MIN THICKNESS

1-1/2" (40 MM) BEDDING SAND (2" MAX)

WIRES OR FLEXIBLE PIPE-
/ LAYOUT PER MANUF. AND TIED TO

" Shake Shingles

WELDED WIRE FABRIC

é6x6 Roof Timbers

12 ;
O - O - - GALVANIZED WELDED WIRE
g 4x4 Cross Supports o0 FABRIC PINNED TO BASE
®Je S
Stacked Stone 0.0}

Footer

oL gﬂ*g 8"(?0
Tlﬁlm_r‘hF: =K |||=|||muﬁn|=ﬂ“‘

N=EIEIENEE =11=1

. k: o - ) ll'*
6" | g, e \
5 : _|__ COMPACTED SOIL SUBGRADE
18" Below Grade COMPACTED AGGREGATE BASE 6"

(150 MM) MIN. THICKNESS
Footer

. GEOTEXTILE AS REQUIRED
Boardwalk Detall 1" (25 MM) DIA. WEEP HOLE(S)

29'-0°

---------------------------- 2x6 Composite Decking

3x10 Joists @ 12" OC Simpson Twist Strap
Type MTS-12

12" Timber Poles 36" Long
Spaced 10' OC

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
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HYBROSEED AND STRAW MULCH ALL AREAS 7O REGRADE, 50D OR HVOROSESD AND
DISTUREED AS A FESULT OF (HI8 CR HER WORK STRAW MULCH ALL AREMS DISTUREED AS A RBSULT OF

2. UPRIGHT STARTS TO BE USED ON TRESS UP TO HiS OR HER WORK
12° N HEIGHT. LARGER TRESS MUST BE GUYED 2. UPRIGHT STAKSS TO BE USED ON TRESS UP TO 12 N

2. § OF ROOT BALL TO BE ABOVE FINISHED GRADE HEEHT. LARGER TRESS MUST BE GUVED

4. DO NOT COVER CROWN OF ROOT BALL 2. § OF ROOT BALL TO BE ABOVE FINISHED GRADE
EVERGRES TRE=S WHICH ARE TIGHTLY 4. DO NOT COVER CROWN OF ROOT BALL EVERGREEN
SPAGED SHALL BE TIED TOGETHER IN ONE TRESS WHICH ARE TIGHTLY SPACED SHALL BE TIED
CONTINUOUS BED. (CONTRAGTOR TO INGLUDE TOGETHER IN OMNE CONTINUOUS BED.

THIS MULCHRNG B HIS BID) TO INCLUDE THIS MULCHING IN IS BID)

8 TREES WHICH ARE LOCATED WITHIN FEET OF 6. TREES WHICH ARE LOCATED WITHIN 4 FEET OF AN
AN ADJACENT SHRUB BED SHALL HAVE THER ADJACENT SHRUB BED SHALL HAVE THER MULCHED

GALYAMIEZED WIRE, DOUBLE STRING TWISTED

12" BLACK CORRUBATED PLASTIC PIPE
' MULGH

T2 HARDWOOD STAKE

& DARIETER SNUCER AROUND TREE

SO MDE: § TOPSOIL AND § ORGANIC MATTER
& DIAMETER BAUCER AROUND TREE

EXSTING GRADE ADD FLAMTER MID{
10-8-4 FERTILIZER AT THEE RATE OF L

LES. PER 1" OF TRUMK DIAMETER \ EISTING GRADE ADD TO PILANTER M

\//////““’}-'/ =

REMOVE TOP § OF ALL BURLAP FABRIC AROUND ROOT BALL

O Ty NS

..........
'''''''''

: mwumm _ SR
; STHE AROUND ROOT BALL : //I 77 SOIL MDC: § TOPSOIL AND § ORGANIC MATTER
. T R, &° HENGHT COMPACTED SOIL MIOUND Il e Ll e MIN. 6° KEJGHT COMPACTED SOIL MOUND
=]l==]]=lzats UPRIGHT STAKSS EXTENDED TO Pl
@m&a.mm _— O GUYING FOR LARGE TREES (12" PLUS)
SECTION NT® SECTION NTS
S TRAGTOR TO RBGRADE, 80D OR HYDROSEED 50 TO HAVE SMOOTHLY GONTOURSD AND CLEALY 6. BLANT SPACING VARISS - (852 FLAN)
AND STRAW MULCH AL AREAS DISTURSED AS A DEFINED EDGIES. BEDS SHALL BE CURVILINEAR EXPECT AS 7. ALL SHRUBS TO BE PLANTED IN MULCHED BEDS
RESULT OF H38 OR HIER WORK. NOTED ON PLAN & PRUNE ALL BROIGEN, DISEASED, AND WEAK BRANCHES
2. UPRIGHT STAKESS TO BiE USED ON TRESS UP TO 12 2 PROPOSED BEDS MUST B LAID OUT ON THEE ITE AND 8. ALL SHRUBS TO BE COMPLETELY EXCAVATED OF ALL
HESGHT. LARGER TRIESS MUST BE GUYED. APPROVED BY OWNER, [P REQUESTED BY OWNER EASTING S0IL TO REQUIRED DEPTH AND BACKFILL WITH
4. § OF ROOT BALL TO BE ABOVE FRNISHED GRADE. 3. REMOVE TOP § OF ALL BURLAP FABRIC AROUND ROOT BALL REQUIRED SOIL MIX
4. DONOT GOVER CROWN OF ROOT BALL. 4. COMPLETELY ALL STRINGS, RIBBONS, AND TAGS 10. SOL MIX § TOPSOIL AND § ORGANIC MATTER
EVERGREEN TREES WHICH ARE TIGHTLY SPAGED FROM THE PLANT 10, TOP DIRESS BED WITH 10-6-6 FERTILIZER AT THE RATE OF
SHALL BEE TIED TOGETHER N ONE CONTINUOUS B.SCARIFY ROOTS ON POT BOUND PLANTS 81LB8. PER 100 .F. OF BED AREA
BED. (CONTRACTOR TO INGLUDE THIS MULGHING
5. TRIESS WHJCH ARE LOGATED WITHIN 4 PR OF AN ye) 44l o
ADIACENT SHRUB BED SHALL HAVE THEIR
MULGHED AREA GONNEGTED WTH THE MULCHBIED ~ :
OF THE SHRUES. 1 e
RUBEER HOSE & WIRE - TIE MA TRUMSS TOGETHER o
23" HARDIWOOD STAKE SN
GALVANIZED WIRE, DOUBLE STRAND TWISTED. =
12° BLACK CORRUGATED PLASTIC PIPE ' R ' 5 3 243 o V4t
& MULOH . / - :éh N z :
— EXISTING GRADE Q et
ADD TO PLANTER MIX 1066 FERTILIZER AT THE RATE
OF § LBS. PER 1° OF TRUNK DIAMETER 25250525 20 OXX EBSRBRABHXAX LXK HXRUXXLRKY (X XXXRXNXAX e | WU
@ DIAMETER GAUCER AROUND TREE L ey i X/,
SOL MDG; § TOPSOIL & § ORGANIC MATTER. _///// ig?;/// E&EEE // _
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(O _MULTI-TRUNK TREE PLANTING Il T T =
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1 inch = 40’ feel
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Boardwalk Trail
= Through Marshy Areas
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Existing Pond

Meandering Nature Trail

Passive Space Beneath
Existing Trees

Private Garden Space

Harrington School House

Covered Resting and
Wayfinding Stations

Proposed Covered Pavilion
with Offices and Restroom

MASTER PLAN
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Above Ground
Educational Cistern

Community Farm
with Tool Shed

Green Cell Parking
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Thank you for your fime.

ANy gquestions or commentse




