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Site HIstory



 

+ HISTORY

 Once a proud and cultural landmark, the Harrington School 
House sits abandoned and alone off a small road on St. Simons Island, 
Georgia. Windows are either broken or boarded up and the large holes 
in the walls have been somewhat hastily, if not carelessly, covered. To 
passers by, it must seem like just a condemned building, waiting to be 
torn down to make room for more residential development. However, 
the large notices and signs posted around the site, upon a second glance, 
reveal the historical significance and former glory of the school.

 Orgins of the site date back to the early 1900’s, when philan-
thropist Julius Rosenwald teamed up with Booker T. Washington to fund 
schools that would educate African American children throughout the 
segregated South. Thusly known as one of the ‘Rosenwald Schools’, The 
Harrington School was built in 1925 and served as a school house for 
the Gullah Geechee Community of St. Simons Island. In 1954, when the 
Supreme Court ruled for the desgregation of schools, the School House 
became a community center and day care until 1970. In 2009, resto-
ration and preservation efforts began to save the school and turn it into 
as a musuem to show case its culutral heritage.

 

the Harington School House, St. SImons Island, Georgia

Booker T  Washington (left) & Julius Rosenwald (right)
In 1912, philanthropist Julius Rosenwald noticed the need for school to educate the African 
American youth in the segregated South.

Harrington NeighborhoodZoomed in View of the Brunswick/ St. Simons AreaSite Location in relation to Georgia

+ the Site

 Location
  -S. Harrington St
  St Simons Island, Georgia
  -Glynn County
 Size
  13 acres

 Surrounding Land Use
  Single Family Residential

 Currently 
  Abandoned & Overgrown 

 Landowners
  - 1 acre around the house is   
    owned by the Land Trust
  - 12 acres surrounding the 
    1 acre site is owned by    
       Glynn County

Gullah-Geechee Heritage Corridor

 (Above) 
The Harrington School Community are part of 
the Gullah-Geechee Heritage
 Corridor,  a collection of establishments from 
North Carolina - Florida that has been able to 
maintain their unique and 
distictive African cultures.

(Left)
A Class standing in front of the old Harrington 
School House



  *  Harrington School
 House

 

+ Existing Use
 -Grounds
  -The grounds are currently overgrown and hard to navigate by foot. There were 
two “ponds” on the premesis, which, upon further investigation, turned out to be “borrow pits” 
to house both ground water & the recent rainwater. At one point, we had to navigate through 
the trash and debris that was overflowing from a neighborhoodjunkyard. Large heaps of tires, 
tv’s, and even boats where scattered across a back corener of the site and sinking into the bog.

4.3.

2.1.



 

+ Existing Use
 -School House Structure
  The school house has been vacant since the early 70’s and is in need of a lot of 
repair. While the school house and foundation  itself have been deemed structurally sound, it has 
been exposed to severe damage in the walls and roof that have led to rot, mold, and termite dam-
age winthin the structure. In May of 2010, a full assessment of the site was taken and planning 
began on how to approach and deal with the issues. The roof was redone in order to preserve what 
remained inside and to prevent any further deterioration.



Vegetation Topography

Vegetation Map

While the site is primarily all vegetated & over-
grown, the map above shows the varying 
density of the site. The lighter the green, the light-
er the vegetation and the easier it is to navigate. 
The darker the green, the thicker the vegetation is 
and the harder it is to navigate.

(Left) A bird’s eye view of the site. Showing the thick 
vegetation and the borrow pits.

These two maps show the current topography and 
how it affects the drainage of the site.

To the Right.
A topography study I used to quickly demonstrate the cur-
rent topography of the site.

Views and Buffers Existing COnditions and 
limitations

Design Concepts

Views & Buffers

 The thick vegetation around the site provides a nice, heavy buffer between the site and 
the surrounding homes. And despite the overall density, there are a few open areas around the 
site that provide nice views of the burrow pits and school house 

Conditions & Limitations
 
 In addition to the vegetation, there are a few obvious site conditions and restraints 
 1. Borrow pits and their varying water levels
 2. The swampy area in back, a result of the borrow pits
 3. The overflow litter and trash from the Neighboring yard



 

+ Program goals

 
 Aside from restoring the School House to its former glory 
and creating a museum, the overall goal the St. Simons African 
American Heritage Coalition wants to provide an area that can 
be used not only to pay homage to the historic heritage of the 
site, but one that would also act as a relaxing park for the 
community. 
 The list of Wants and Needs include:

- Trails
- Signage
	 •to	provide	patrons	with	the	history	of	the		
  site
- Education/Interactive Opportunities for Kids/      
  Public
- Parking
-Picnic Area
- Improved Access 
- Free Standing Restroom Buildings
	 •Sanitary	Service
	 •Domestic	Water
- Clear Cut Trees for Open Passive Recreation Area
- Low Impact and Easily Sustainable Design 
	 •native	plant	selection
- ADA accessible
- Cost Friendly



1_  Harrington School House
2_  Demonstration Gardens
3_ Open Green
4_  Playground
5_  Restrooms
6_  Picnic/Pavillion Area
7_  Parking Lot
8_  Paths
9_  Informational Posts
10_ Borrow Pits
11_ Nature Trail
12_ Boardwalk Path

13_ S. Harrington Road

1_  Harrington School House
2_  Demonstration Gardens
3_  Picnic/Pavillion Area
4_  Playground
5_  Restrooms
6_  Parking Lot
7_  Open Green
8_  Informational Posts
9_  Borrow Pits
10_ Paths
11_ Boardwalk Paths
12_ Boardwalk Observational      
        Areas
13_ S. Harrington Road 

1_  Harrington School House
2_  Patio
3_ Parking Lot
4_  Restrroms
5_  Playground
6_  Picnic/Pavillion Area
7_  Open Green
8_  Borrow Pits
9_  Boardwalk Observational  
        Areas
10_ Shaded Passive Recreation
11_ Boardwalk Paths
12_ Paths
13_ Informational Posts
14_ Gardens
15_ South Harrington Road

Design Concepts

 The idea for concept one was to try to maintain a 
relatively low-impact design. Ideally, I would like to try to clean up as much brush and understory debris as possible in order to give the site a 
more polished look. For the most part, I wanted the area closest to the road to be more developed, and the back of the site to be more natural. 
This is primarily for three reasons:
 1. Development near the road would attract people better
 2. For safety reasons and convenience to the parking lot.
 3. I wanted some areas to be more natural, which should be  located furthest from a road
 
 The addition of a pavillion, demonstration garden, and playground would attract the neighborhood families into the site, and hopeful-
ly the comfortable ambiance will keep them there. Since the Borrow Pits are unreliable in temrs of their waterlevels, I’ve left them as they are but 
added a boardwalk type path through parts of the back “nature walk” to deal with the occasional flooding those parts may recieve. 

 
 Concept two is similar to concept one, but instead of just certain parts of the “nature walk” being a raised boardwalk, the entire trail is. 
Along these boardwalk paths I’ve also added 
Observational Deck Areas in order for patrons to take a break and admire the surrounding areas. Once again, these are all raised slightly in order to 
accomodate for the occassional 
flooding of the Borrow Pits.

 
 Concept three includes a patio behind the school house which would function as a place to sit near the school, and an 
additional venue area for events that owuld be held at the park. Two Observational Decks still exist, but I subbed one out for a more recreational 
area. This would offer patrons a more be a more secluded, private area to talk or just simply lounge around.



natural elements
existing tree canopy
existing understory 
 

pedestrian trails ::  boardwalk  ::  crushed granite  :: tabby concrete
vehicular ::  gravel parking lot 

restored schoolhouse
bathrooms
picnic pavillion 

Added Planting

Circulation

Structural

SPatial Relationships

pedestrian paths

vehicular circulation
open green

borrow pits



Master Plan



Gravel Parking lot

Bathrooms

Harrington SchoolHouse

Brick COurtyard

Playground

Picnic Pavillion

Boardwalk

South Harrington Road





Site Plan



Bathrooms 

Boulders

Playground

Seat walls

ADA Accessible Ramp

Entertaining Courtyard

Lights



Brick Courtyard

Wood Chip Playground 

Crushed Granite Paths

Tabby Concrete Paths

Gravel Parking Lot



Brick Patio Crushed Granite Seat Wall



Barn Lighting Street 
Lighting

Lower Path Lighting

Cafe Lights for Courtyard

:: Example Scales of Lighting and signage 



signage option 2

signage option 3

Signage Option 1

Informational Signage

-about the gullah geechee corridor
-history of the school
-resotartion efforts
-site information
-surrounding site history

:: Example of Types and Scales of signage 



Trees
Botanical name Common Name Quantity Size Price

Cornus fl orida ‘Weaver’s White’ Flowering Dogwood 7 45 gal $150.00 $1,050.00

Magnolia grandifl ora ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ Bracken’s Magnolia 10 14 ‘ B&B $380.00 $3,800.00

Magnolia x soulangeana Saucer Magnolia 1 45 gal &150.00 $150.00

Myrica cerifera Wax Myrtle 7 45 gal $150.00 $150.00

Shrubs
Botanical name Common Name Quantity Size Price

Aspidistra elatior Cast Iron Plant 142 1 gal $3.50 $497.00

Camellia sasanqua Camellia 3 15 gal $75.00 $225.00

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Flemygea’ ‘Snow Queen’ Oakleaf Hydrangea 12 3 gal $24.00 $288.00

Illicium fl oridanum Anise Tree 2 15 gal $45.00 $90.00

Rhapidophyllum hystrix Needle Palm 18 7 gal $45.00 $810.00

Rhodedendron minus ‘Gable’s Form’ Gable’s Form Azalea 52 7gal $35.00 $1,820.00

Serona repens Saw Palmetto 19 7gal $45.00 $855.00

Groundcovers &  Perennials
Botanical name Common Name Quantity Size Price

Convallaria majus Lily of the Valley 140 sq ft 1 gal $8.00 $1,120.00

Dryopteris ludoviciana Southern Shield Fern 51 3 gal. $3.95 $201.45

Iris cristata Crested Iris 126 1 gal $5.00 $630.00

Pachysandra procumbens Allegheny Spurge 5,457 sq ft 1 gal $2.85 $15,552.45

Phlox stolonifera Creeping Phlox 355 sq ft Flat $49.68 $346.76

Sod
Botanical name Common Name Quantity Size Price

Stenotaphrum secundatum ‘Captiva’ St. Augustine 10, 705 sq ft Pallet $145.00 $3,104.45

Overall Price : $30,690.11

Plant Schedule



Common 
Name

Botanical 
Name

PLant Info

Light 
Requirements

Form

Native

Flowering

Saw Palm

Crested Iris

Florida Anise Tree

Lily of the Valley

Cast Iron Plant

Allegheny Spurge

Saucer Magnolia

Magnolia

Wax Myrtle

Phlox

Flowering Dogwood

Camellia

Needle Palm

Southern Shield Fern

Oakleaf Hydrangea

Azaleas







PArking lot/ PAth Perspective



Courtyard Perspective




