LUNTYING THE KNOT.

A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO THE VLORA WATERFRONT

THE VLORA WATERFRONT PROMENADE IS A 3 MILE LONG COASTAL STRETCH PHYSICALLY AND CULTURALLY CENTERED ON THE PORT OF
VLORA. AS THE ORGINAL SITE OF ALBANIAN INDEPENDENCE, THE SITE OFFERS UNIQUE POTENTIAL AS A CATALYST IN URBAN REVI- - .
TALIZATION. THE WATERFRONT PROMENADE SHOULD SERVE AS AN ENTRYWAY TO THE TOWN CENTER AND NEARBY NEIGHBOR- ‘

HOODS.

LOCATED ONLY 2 MILES AWAY FROM THE TOWN CENTER, THE WATERFRONT PROMENADE HAS A REMARK-

ABLE OPPORTUNITY TO LINK THE CITY TAQ THE SEA WHILE INCORPORATING NECESSARY URBAN INFRA-

STRUCTURE WITHIN THE AREA. THE PROJECT SEEKS TO ENHANCE ACCESS TO THE WATER-

FRONT THROUGH MEANS OF ACTIVE AND PASSIVE RECREATION WHILE CONSTRUCTING
THE ESSENTIAL FRAMEWORK TO SUSTAIN GROWTH. TO ACHIEVE THIS OBJECGCTIVE,

THE PLAN CONFRONTS A NUMBER OF DESIGN CHALLENGES THAT IN-

CLUDE UNDERUTILIZED WATERFRONT, BLOCKED ACCESS,
AND LACK OF AMENITIES FOR PUBLIC USE
AND ENJOYMENT OF THE SHORE-

LINE.
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THE PLAN UTILIZES A DISTINCTIVE GRID WHICH INTERTWINES MIXED USE NEIGHBORHOODS, IN-
CREASES WALKABILITY, AND PRODUGES INSPIRING VIEWS OF THE SEA WHILE IMPROVING BOTH PEDES-
; TRIAN AND VEHICULAR CIRCULATION. BY RELOCATING THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS TO THE
CENTER OF THE _PLAIN“WITH MIXED USE DEVELOPMENTS OUTLINING THE MAIN AXIS,

.....

F'EDESTR’_IAN TRAFFIC WILL BE DIRECTED TO THE WATERFRONT. FROM THE
ffg . MAIN AXIS, THE WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT WILL EXPAND WITH
P, tﬁ‘ A NETWORK OF GREEN CONNECTIONS AND PUBLIC
SPAGCES THAT CONNECT THE CITY TO THE WA-

TER’S EDGE, PHYSICALLY AND VISUALLY.
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WESTERN S EGMENT
= WIDE, SANDY BEACHES
= LOOSE, UNDEFINED BEACHES
= VARYING TYPES OF STRUCTURES
ALONG EDGE
= ACCESS TO NATURAL HABITATS,

SobaA Woobs

PorT AREA

= INDUSTRIAL SITE

= UNORGANIZED, SERIOUS DISCONNECT
WITH ADJACENT AREAS

= UNINVITING, POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS

= ACCESS TO CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
SITES

= LAOCATION OF ORIGINAL ALBANIAN IN

DEPENDENCE

SOuTHERN SEGMENT

= CLEARLY DEFINED EDGES, WITH
NATIONAL HWY AS BOUNDARY

= NARROW, WELL DEFINED

= UNDULATING TERRAIN AT SOUTHERN
PORTION OF SITE

= SERIES OF SUB"SEGMENTS QF
PUBLIC SPACE DUE TO RECENT
DEMOLITION OF STRUCTURES
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CAMPUS TO THEi NORTH AND MIXED USE DE
VELOPMENTS TD THE EAST AND WEST,
PROCLAMATION PARK IS PURPOSEFULLY

SITUATED AT THE ORIGINAL SITE OF AL-

BANIAN INDEPENDENCE. SERVING AS
THE UNIFYING ELEMENT TO THE VLORA

WATERFRONT REDESIGN, PROCLAMA-

TION PARK IS A PASSIVE RECREATION-"

ATRIGIDAXISTOW

THE WATER’S EDGE. PROCLAMATION

PARK SHOULD FUNCTION AS THE PE-
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WATER’S EDGE AND

SYSTEM WITH WALKWAYS LEADING BACK TO THE WATERFRONT. LEADING TO THE PIER, THE PLAN

PROVIDES A THE PIER IS ALS0O OFFSET WITH A LARGE OPENING IN THE CENTER OF THE PIER. THIS v e
“TUNNEL FEATURE CAN POTENTIALLY ATTRACT COMPETITIVE HIGH DIVERS AND OTHER PERFOR-
EFFECT” MANCES, AS THE SURROUNDING LAWN IS GRADED TO INVITE AUDIENCES. THE EASTERN
LAWN FEATURES A GRAND STAIRWAY LEADING TO THE WATER’S EDGE WHERE A SUN DECK IS
. LOCATED FOR USER’S ENJDYMENT. THE DECK WILL ALSO SLOWLY RAMP INTO THE WATER WHERE
H*«.,:,,,.:-” KAYAKERS AND SWIMMERS MAY GATHER. THE WESTERN LAWN FEATURES A COMPLEX TERRACE

SHOWS AN INTERACTIVE WATER FOUNTAIN WITH AN OFFSET SPLASH PAD. AT THE CENTER OF THE FOUN-

TAIN, A LARGE MARVA RED MARBLE NATIVE T ALBANIA WILL BE AFLOAT A SHALLOW POOL OF WATER.

WATER’S EDGE
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