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 As the Modern Olympic Movement has progressed, the games have grown more 
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US-hosted Summer Games. Planning beyond simply reusing sites is the best way to manage 

possible negative impacts of the Olympics. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 The original games, which appeared in history as early as 776 BC, are often referred to as 

the Ancient Olympic Games.1 The Ancient Olympic Games were absent in history for around 

fifteen centuries. They inspired many drives in the meantime to recreate them, including failed 

attempts by the man who would eventually go on to restart the games.2 That man was Baron 

Pierre de Coubertin. In 1894, in Paris, Coubertin established the International Olympic 

Committee.3 With this committee, the first modern games occurred in 1896. With those games 

being held in Athens, Greece saw the Olympics once again. 

The Modern Olympic Games continued, with the next game occurring in Paris in 1900.4 

As the games progressed, they gradually evolved. On average, most games were more elaborate 

than the ones they followed. They started to include more sports and more competitors. More 

nations were invited to participate in the games, either as competitors or hosts. The Winter 

Games, with its own set of sporting events, branched off from the summer-oriented games in 

1924.5 The arenas grew in size, as did the infrastructure to transport athletes and the audience 

between each venue. Facilities were constructed to support the temporary influx of people into 

cities hosting the games.  

 
1
 Buchanan, Ian, Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement / Ian Buchanan and Bill Mallon (Scarecrow Press, 

2001), https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=5f132025-54cf-3d9d-98e3-6fc27aac37f8, 1. 
2
 Buchanan, Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement / Ian Buchanan and Bill Mallon, 1. 

3
 International Olympic Committee, The International Olympic Committee and the Modern Olympic Games, 1950, 

9. 
4
 Cristiana Pop, “The Modern Olympic Games–a Globalised Cultural and Sporting Event,” Procedia - Social and 

Behavioral Sciences 92 (October 2013): 728–34, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.08.746. 
5
 Buchanan, Ian, Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement / Ian Buchanan and Bill Mallon, 2. 

https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=5f132025-54cf-3d9d-98e3-6fc27aac37f8
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As the games expanded, they drew increasing interest from cities looking to sponsor 

games of their own. What was left behind after the games became a selling point. In 1952, the 

term “legacy” first appeared within the Melbourne Olympic Games’ plans.6 The term was not 

used heavily again until the early 2000s, when it was more rigorously defined as both the 

positive and negative remains of the Olympics in a host city. This definition was created after a 

series of discussions through academic journals and conferences.7 Even before the definition was 

created, host cities hoped for the same lasting outcomes that now fall under the term legacy. 

Cities went through the bidding process in hopes of getting the opportunity to host the games. 

Each city who has submitted a bid likely hoped for a positive legacy. However, it was just as 

likely that the games would have a negative impact. Hosting the Olympics can put several 

different types of strains on the city and the nation it is held in. The most discussed one is 

typically the economic burden it can create, however there can also be environmental or social 

burdens placed on the host city.  

Negative environmental impacts of the Olympics have increasingly been discussed. The 

games have been criticized for increasing CO2 outputs temporarily.8 Opponents of the games 

have also noted their contribution to the degradation of local, oftentimes fragile biomes. Their 

tendency to inspire otherwise unplanned, large-scale constructions has also been one of their 

biggest criticisms.9 Specifically, critics question the recurring new constructions for the games, 

and their habit of no longer serving a purpose after the games. Buildings that fail to have a use 

 
6 Holger Preuss, “Legacy of the Olympic Games”, The Olympic Studies Centre, (June 2024), 4. 
7 Preuss, “Legacy of the Olympic Games”, 5. 
8 Angelique Ceccon, Andrew Hargrove, and Jamie Sommer, “Do the Olympics Impact CO2 Emissions? A Cross-

National Analysis,” Global Transitions 6 (2024): 241–48, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.glt.2024.10.003. 
9 Juliet Davis, “Avoiding White Elephants? The Planning and Design of London’s 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 

Venues, 2002–2018,” Planning Perspectives 35, no. 5 (July 1, 2019): 827–48, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2019.1633948. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.glt.2024.10.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2019.1633948
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after the games conclude have been referred to as “White Elephants”.10 White Elephants 

represent the physical reality of negative legacies. After the games conclude, White Elephants 

often become an economic burden. In some cases, they have become an eyesore for the city or 

have arrested otherwise centralized areas in cities in prolonged decay. 

Reusing buildings, both before and after the games, has been considered a possible 

solution to resolving the White Elephant problem. If the venues existed prior to the Olympic 

Games they are featured in, they are considered more likely to have a continued value for the 

community afterwards. Reusing existing sites as venues for future Olympics is currently one of 

the ways the International Olympic Committee plans to address the increasing economic and 

environmental impacts the games have. Several decades of discussion and recommendations 

have been amassed on the broader topic of environmental sustainability. This has concluded with 

the creation of the latest resource materials, Olympic Agenda 2020 + 5, and the IOC’s 

Sustainability Strategy.  

Adopted in 2021, the Olympic Agenda makes recommendations involving five 

international trends which the IOC has identified as significant.11 Sustainable development is the 

third trend and is further addressed in the second and tenth of the fifteen recommendations 

created by the document. The tenth specifically details a need for further collaboration with 

international organizations like the UN to develop more sustainable sporting events. The Agenda 

also introduced the IOC’s Sustainability Strategy, which breaks sustainability efforts further 

 
10

 J A Mangan and Mark Dyreson, Olympic Legacies: Intended and Unintended: Political, Cultural, Economic and 

Educational (Routledge, 2013). 
11

 “Olympic Agenda 2020 + 5: Midway Reports,” Olympics, November 9, 2023, 

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/International-Olympic-Committee/OA2020plus5/midway-

highlights.pdf, 2. 
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down into five more categories. Reuse of venues is addressed heavily within the first category, 

Infrastructure and Natural Sites. 

Under the second recommendation of the Olympic Agenda 2020 + 5, past and future 

legacies of Olympic Games are highlighted. In particular, the recommendation calls for the 

tracking of legacies after the games. This was expanded within the IOC’s Legacy Strategic 

Approach in 2021.12 This document called more specifically for a greater focus to be placed on 

the legacies of the Olympic Movement. It called for more research on the topics of legacies, both 

broadly and surrounding each game. Beyond calling for a better understanding of Olympic 

legacies, it also once again suggests the reuse of existing structures over building new ones.13 

Reuse is suggested here as a way to prolong the lives of venues connected to the legacy, rather 

than as a sustainability goal, but it falls in line with other IOC-based strategies for sustainability. 

Beyond the discussion conducted within the IOC’s circles, there have also been 

academics who have posed questions involving Olympic games and reuse before. Professors 

Cecile Doustaly and Genevieve Zembri-Mary argued that returning to simpler games was the 

answer to a more sustainable Olympics. In their research, they examined six Olympic Games. 

All of the selected games occurred in either Paris or London. The games occurred between 1900 

and 2024. Through a historiography of the six games, the two researchers investigated the 

possibility of a return to what they called “modest games”.14 Modest games were ones that 

required fewer new constructions. As they were more likely to take advantage of existing 

 
12

 “IOC Legacy Strategic Approach: 2021-2024 Objectives,” Olympics, March 2021, 

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/Olympic-Games/Olympic-legacy/IOC-Legacy-Strategic-Aproach-

2021-2024-objectives.pdf, 2. 
13

 “IOC Legacy Strategic Approach: 2021-2024 Objectives”, 23. 
14

 Cécile Doustaly and Geneviève Zembri-Mary, “Is Urban Planning Returning to the Past in Search of a 

Sustainable Future? Exploring the Six Paris and London Olympic Games (1900 – 2024),” Planning Perspectives 39, 

no. 3 (May 3, 2024): https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2024.2344590, 1. 

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/Olympic-Games/Olympic-legacy/IOC-Legacy-Strategic-Aproach-2021-2024-objectives.pdf
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/Olympic-Games/Olympic-legacy/IOC-Legacy-Strategic-Aproach-2021-2024-objectives.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2024.2344590
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structures, these games were considered more sustainable. Earlier games better reflected the idea 

of modest games. It also included the time in between, where games were at their most elaborate. 

In more recent games, there have been attempts to reduce new construction and reuse existing 

infrastructure. Sustainability initiatives have become practically obligatory in the bid process in 

recent years.15 Doustaly and Zembri-Mary’s research spanned from the early days of modern 

games all the way to the newer games trying to regain a similar sense of sustainability.  

Other researchers have done similar examinations of the broader idea of reuse in the 

Olympics, while some have looked more specifically at the individual legacies of games. Of 

similar relevance, Larry Gerlach examined the legacy of the Salt Lake City Winter Games in 

2002.16 Of particular interest to this research, he discussed the attempts by their organizing 

committee to manufacture a legacy through the construction of parks and museums. He 

discussed these new constructions and their failed attempt to act as the conduit for tourism the 

planning parties had hoped they would become. Gerlach criticized extra expenses for the games. 

The idea of extravagant games will present itself again in this research. 

The IOC’s Legacy Strategic Approach has also introduced new materials into this 

discussion. Primarily, the approach has led to a better understanding of broadly what venues are 

currently still standing from past games. Beyond this, the approach has also promoted new 

academic discussion of past games’ legacies in the past five years. It has also led to the collection 

of resources surrounding the games within the Olympic World Library’s digital database. 

 
15

 Doustaly and Zembri-Mary, “Is Urban Planning Returning to the Past in Search of a Sustainable Future? 

Exploring the Six Paris and London Olympic Games (1900 – 2024).”, 2. 
16

 Larry R. Gerlach, “From Gathering Place to Visitor’s Center: Power, Politics, and Salt Lake City’s Olympic 

Legacy Park,” Olympika: The International Journal of Olympic Studies, 2010, 

https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA268478022&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=11

885963&p=AONE&sw=w&userGroupName=anon~bb0e9e59&aty=open-web-entry. 
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To fit into sustainability guidelines within the IOC and under broader UN 

recommendations, the Olympic Games should return to a more physically modest design. 

However, to achieve a greener games and to reduce the number of White Elephants afterwards, 

host cities will have to go beyond simply reusing existing locations. The IOCs suggestions on 

venue use are not all-encompassing enough on what can be done to reduce the risk of White 

Elephants. Reuse alone will have no direct correlation to the maintaining of the structures for 

years after the games.  

There has been a total of four Summer Games held in the United States, and one that will 

soon be held in 2028. St. Louis was the first US city to host an Olympics in 1906. Los Angeles 

held the next two in 1932 and 1984. Atlanta was the last host in 1996. Los Angeles will get the 

opportunity once more in 2028. With the new games, Los Angeles will have the opportunity to 

reuse venues from the 1932 and 1984 games. The Los Angeles 1984 and Atlanta 1996 games fall 

into the period of under-researched Summer Games highlighted by the IOC’s Legacy Strategic 

Approach. How have the US-hosted Summer Olympics games incorporated existing structures 

when planning for the games? How have those same games reused Olympics-built structures 

after the games ended? Is there a correlation between those reused for the games, and those that 

remain after? 

To determine how the US-hosted Summer Olympic Games fit into the discussion of 

sustainability and reuse, several records of past and future games will have to be considered. For 

considering buildings that were reused for the games, the first thing that should be done for each 

games is to catalog all venues that were used. This first step would include all venues, whether 

they were built for the games or existed prior to the games.  
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From there, the next step would be to determine which venues existed before. This would 

be achieved differently depending on the games. For the earlier games, particularly St. Louis, 

fewer planning documents and records exist and are available to the public. In those situations, 

secondary reviews of the games after their conclusion, as well as articles during that time may 

provide sufficient information on what existed before and was used during the games. For later 

games, this will be easier, as their planning documents are easier to find online. There are several 

online archives in particular where documents are made available to the public. Official reports 

will also be considered, which were written after the games have concluded. They look back at 

the games holistically, from the medal counts to the dining arrangements. They will be useful in 

manners similar to planning documents.  

Each venue used for the Summer Olympic Games will be identified. The venues will be 

categorized as either structures that existed before and were used during the games, or ones built 

for the games that did not have an intended use. From there, it will be established whether each 

of the purpose-built venue sites were temporary or not. After this, the next step will be to 

determine if those same venues exist today, and if any temporary sites ended up permanent. The 

current use of each venue that is still extant will also be identified. This is where the research 

branches out from current research underneath the IOC’s Legacy Strategic Approach. Venue use 

before and after the games will be considered to evaluate for possible correlations. Beyond the 

current status of the building, the idea of the integrity of these sites will broadly be applied to 

each games. While there will not be a heavy focus on each individual site and its integrity, there 

will be consideration over whether this is an element included when planning for the venues after 

the games. More broadly, how does the current idea of sustainability relate to methods of 
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preservation? Are preservation attempts, particularly relating to the integrity of spaces applied, or 

is the focus simply on saving them from the wrecking ball? 

From there, each Olympic games will be evaluated against the greater context of reuse in 

the Olympics. The sentiment towards reuse in each of the games will be compared with other 

trends surrounding the games’ operations, particularly if they contrast with other themes of 

sustainability. Trends will also be found that relate to what venues are helpful before the games 

start, as well as any that make reuse after the games more likely. Overall, this research will 

determine if the US Summer Games follow the broader themes of the Olympic Games. They will 

contribute to the discussion of reuse and its value in achieving greener games.  

 The organization of the chapters will coincide with how the research is gathered. The 

next chapter, titled “International History of Reuse in the Games”, will serve as a collected 

history of sustainability in the Olympic games. This chapter will cover the broader topic of 

sustainability, and how it led to the current state of reuse in the Olympic Games. The 

International Olympic Committee’s responses to the rising criticism on the lack of sustainability 

considerations will also be continued. From this history, a sufficient context of sustainability in 

the Olympics Movement will be established. 

 Following the review internationally, the third chapter will focus back on the US. Titled 

“Using What You Have”, this chapter will examine reuse of existing structures in each of the 

five games. The third chapter will be divided by each game, starting with St. Louis and 

proceeding chronologically to the future Los Angeles 2028 games. Every venue within each host 

city will be identified. As mentioned in the methodology, the means for which this information is 

gathered will differ depending on the particular games, but each section will contain a list of 

what was reused each time and what was new. 



 

9 

 Chapter four, “What Remains” will cover matters of reuse after the games. Local 

newspapers, websites related to the operations of the site today, and Olympic Reports will guide 

this research. In some cases, Google Maps will also be used to confirm the location of sites. 

Planning documentation, particularly bids, will also be reviewed for cases of mentioned reuse 

opportunities before the games began. Some temporary structures received new uses post-games, 

and so they would also be included as reused sites. 

 The final chapter, the conclusion, will place the findings of this research into the context 

found in the literature review once more. The goal of the conclusion is to highlight the overall 

objective of the thesis, which is to better articulate the history of reuse in the US Summer 

Games, as well as what can be learned from this past to help create greener games in the future. 

It will also determine how this history fits into the broader concept of sustainability in the 

Olympics, as well as how new calls for environmental sustainability fit into the concept of 

preservation. 
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CHAPTER 2 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORY OF REUSE IN THE GAMES 

 Reuse within the context of the Olympics is not a new concept. It has been an element of 

sustainability efforts within the Olympic Movement since the 1990s. The following chapter will 

introduce the subject, starting with the concept of Olympic legacies. From there, it will discuss 

negative legacies and the possible impacts the games can have on their host cities. These impacts 

have led to criticism by academics as well as citizens of possible host cities. The IOC has 

addressed those critiques through an evolution of recommendations for future games. From 

there, this chapter will follow the history of the earliest examples of the sustainability movement 

and how they led to new recommendations created by the IOC within the twenty-first century. 

The Olympics advertise many benefits to possible host cities. Many of the long-lasting 

impacts of the games are wrapped up together and referred to as the “legacy”.17 Legacies can be 

positive for their host cities. They can provide cities and their larger regions with increased 

tourism, opportunities for sporting ventures, and more locations to host those new sporting 

events. It provides an opportunity to renew or create infrastructure which will later benefit the 

host city, even after the torch has been passed on. Games organizers have been encouraged to 

establish a strong legacy since the 1956 Melbourne games.18 

 
17

 “Legacy Strategic Approach,” Olympics, December 2017, 

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/Documents/Olympic-

Legacy/IOC_Legacy_Strategy_Full_version.pdf. 
18

 Pascal Ricordel, “The Switch Between the Traditional Olympic and Paralympic Games Model and the New Paris 

2024 Model: A Research Perspective,” 2024, http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14044/25944, 37. 

http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14044/25944
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 Hoping for a positive, lasting impact for a community, cities have been competing to host 

the Modern Olympic Games since 1904. The bid process has evolved over time, accommodating 

the increase in cities wanting to host. Early on, cities who wanted to host future games just 

communicated their interest in doing so to the International Olympic Committee. The process 

started to become more formal when Antwerp provided the first plan ever submitted with a 

proposal for the games. After that, more cities each year submitted official plans along with their 

proposals in hopes of successfully winning their candidature. In the 1950s, the International 

Olympic Committee started to require this as part of the bid process. 

 Currently, potential host cities must follow a more regimented, lengthy process than they 

did in the past. The bidding process now lasts over a period of years and requires possible cities 

to submit a plan as well as a completed survey that all potential host cities answer. In the past, 

promises of spectacular, large-scale sporting arenas in the bidding process often moved cities one 

step closer to receiving the bid. This has driven the games towards growing progressively larger 

in size. New stadiums are created to host the events. New events have been added to the agenda 

over the years. New facilities have become necessary for holding non-sporting and auxiliary 

services. Over time, the number of sporting venues necessary to host the games has grown from 

the handful necessary earlier in the Olympic Movement to over three dozen in the most recent 

games. 

Not every Olympic venue existed before the games. The 1908 games in London 

premiered the first ever purpose-built stadium, White City Stadium.19 Since then, the games and 

the venues they create have only gotten larger. In 1932, the first Olympic Village was 

 
19

 Neha Korde and Amit Kumar Jaglan, “Deconstruct, Don’t Demolish: An Overview of Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and 

London in 2012 as Olympic Host Cities,” IOCBD 2023, October 24, 2023, 1–7, https://doi.org/10.3390/iocbd2023-

15183, 3. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/iocbd2023-15183
https://doi.org/10.3390/iocbd2023-15183
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constructed in Los Angeles.20 The largest ever Olympic stadium was constructed for the Sydney 

2000 games.21 Olympic Stadium Australia’s seats were able to hold over one hundred and twelve 

thousand spectators. 

As the games grew larger in size, they were seen more and more as an opportunity for 

host cities to develop. While the most heavily discussed form of development during the 

candidature process was the physical development of sporting facilities, some host cities have 

also used the Olympic Games as a tool to reinvent some aspect of themselves. Perhaps one of the 

most discussed Olympic Games to do this was the 1936 Berlin Olympics.22 The National 

Socialist German Worker’s Party (Nazi Party) orchestrated the games in hopes of creating a 

unified and powerful image of Germany. They did this through intentional symbols throughout 

the duration of the games. They also introduced the Olympic Torch Relay.23 With a trek 

stretching from Germany to Greece, organizers of the games hoped to paint an image of a 

connection between what they considered to be the ancient birthplace of civilization and their 

nation. As the torch approached the stadium, the bearers were deliberately chosen to be athletes 

who fit the image Nazi Germany hoped to display all their citizens as.24 Nazi organizers of the 

 
20

Abby Chin-Martin, “The First-Ever Olympic Village Was Built in Los Angeles,” PBS SoCal, July 21, 2021, 

https://www.pbssocal.org/history-society/the-first-ever-olympic-village-was-built-in-los-angeles. 
21

 Davis, “Avoiding White Elephants? The Planning and Design of London’s 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 

Venues, 2002–2018,” 828. 
22 Yoav Dubinsky, “Analyzing the Roles of Country Image, Nation Branding, and Public Diplomacy through the 

Evolution of the Modern Olympic Movement,” Physical Culture and Sport. Studies and Research 84, no. 1 

(December 1, 2019): 27–40, https://doi.org/10.2478/pcssr-2019-0024, 30. 
23 “The Olympic Flame and the Torch Relay,” Olympics, accessed April 16, 2025, 

https://stillmed.olympic.org/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/Documents/Document-Set-Teachers-The-

Main-Olympic-Topics/The-Olympic-Flame-and-Torch-Relay.pdf. 
24 David Clay Large, “Nazi Games,” Google Books, 2007, 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Qr0ENl8TNbQC&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=Olympics%2B1936%2B

torch%2Bbearers&ots=FfV5D5-

cZu&sig=HX3qGBe0uNcU5Y18H8hsaVU2b5c#v=onepage&q=Olympics%201936%20torch%20bearers&f=false, 

9. 

https://doi.org/10.2478/pcssr-2019-0024
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Qr0ENl8TNbQC&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=Olympics%2B1936%2Btorch%2Bbearers&ots=FfV5D5-cZu&sig=HX3qGBe0uNcU5Y18H8hsaVU2b5c#v=onepage&q=Olympics%201936%20torch%20bearers&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Qr0ENl8TNbQC&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=Olympics%2B1936%2Btorch%2Bbearers&ots=FfV5D5-cZu&sig=HX3qGBe0uNcU5Y18H8hsaVU2b5c#v=onepage&q=Olympics%201936%20torch%20bearers&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Qr0ENl8TNbQC&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=Olympics%2B1936%2Btorch%2Bbearers&ots=FfV5D5-cZu&sig=HX3qGBe0uNcU5Y18H8hsaVU2b5c#v=onepage&q=Olympics%201936%20torch%20bearers&f=false


 

13 

1936 Olympics deliberately planned aspects of the games to reflect the image of Germany that 

the Nazi Party was pushing. 

In a much more recent Olympics, the 2008 Beijing Games were used as a tool to 

recharacterize the Chinese government from an international perspective. The Chinese 

Communist Party hoped to use the games to decrease any tensions abroad caused by their 

increasing economic prosperity and then ongoing conflict with Tibet. Their slogan, “One World, 

One Dream”, highlighted their hopes to appear as conflict-free.25 They spent forty-four billion 

USD on creating that image, in part through the construction of purpose-built sites like the Bird’s 

Nest and the Water Cube.26 

Other Olympic Games have tried to recreate or establish their image in a much less 

aggressive sense than the two aforementioned games. The 1968 Olympics in Mexico City were 

televised in color for the first time within the context of the Olympic Movement. Mexico City 

chose to host the games and to deliberately televise the games in color as a way to combat 

stereotypes surrounding the nation of Mexico.27 Similarly, the 1988 Seoul Olympics were used 

as a way to show South Korea as a new, advanced nation.28 In 1972, Munich, Germany tried to 

correct the image of Germany through the games once more as they presented a nation no longer 

led by the Nazi Party.29 
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Evolution of the Modern Olympic Movement,” 33. 
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Using the Olympics as a tool to reimagine a nation ends up producing more physical 

remnants of the games. New stadiums are built to shape the broadcasted image of the nation 

during the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, like during the 1936 and 2008 games. New 

facilities open to support the influx of spectators, as a way to show that there is growth and 

something changing within the nation. All this new construction created for a new public image 

of a host city generates higher costs.  

Between 1968 and 2012, the real cost of the games is, on average, 179 percent higher 

than the expected cost when planning the games. The highest difference was from planning the 

Montreal 1976 games, which ended up being a 796 percent difference.30 The Beijing Olympics 

were the most expensive outright, costing forty-four billion USD.31 Those totals did not account 

for the costs after the games ended. With all of these large-scale stadiums being constructed, 

their main purpose focusing on a temporary use for a one-time event, they create a burden 

shouldered by the host cities to support these locations after the games ended. With no 

intentional, existing purpose after the games, some go unused for extended periods of time 

afterwards. Some sites even sit empty until they are demolished. This leads to a loss in revenue, 

especially in cases where the sites are completely abandoned. Even with an inconsistent stream 

of revenue entering through the new properties, this money may not make the returns necessary 

to pay off the development of the site. In many cases, such expenses are then placed on the 

government and indirectly paid for by the tax base. Even if the original costs of construction are 

paid off, there are still always the issues of the future. Maintaining the building can, in the long 
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term, be the driving force for why a large-scale space goes unused. Lights have to be kept on and 

fire codes have to be met for buildings to be used.  

 What happens to buildings that go unused? The term “White Elephant” is used frequently 

in literature surrounding the Olympics. A “White Elephant”, in this context, is any site utilized 

by the games that is later more of a burden to maintain than it is beneficial.32 A “White 

Elephant” creates a strain, most commonly financial, on its city. White City Stadium of the 

London 1908 games is usually considered the first “White Elephant”. In 1926, it fell into disuse 

and was eventually demolished in 1985.33 White Elephants create a reality where the actual cost 

of an individual facility extends beyond what is expected. After construction costs, the continued 

maintenance and operation of the buildings can deepen the financial burden on the city. The 

larger the structure, the harder it is to find a financially viable use after the games.  

 Beyond the economic burden they create, “White Elephants” are harmful to the 

environment.  Creating large-scale venues, particularly ones purpose-built for the Olympic 

Games, can become financially burdensome as well as environmentally harmful through the new 

materials they use. Construction is a costly business, especially as resources become more 

challenging to find through environmental and transportation issues. It also impacts the CO2 

levels within the city as the projects are being completed.34 Olympic-related facilities often hold 

space in urban centers, where space is incredibly valuable. A “White Elephant” rusting away in a 

high-density area forces new development further out. New construction is required further out, 
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and higher rates of CO2 are produced from traffic between density centers and new 

construction.35  

The threat of these White Elephants has started to impact the Olympics, particularly 

increasing criticism against the movement. Fearing the financial consequences the games could 

have on their tax base, former potential host cities like Lviv, Boston and Krakow dropped out of 

the bid process.36 Cities like Budapest and Rome dropped out of the race for the 2024 Summer 

Games for similar reasons. Cities are becoming increasingly hesitant to continue through with 

their bids, especially after the Montreal games, due to fear of harmful impacts to the economy. 

The bidding process itself has become so expensive that it forces many newer local organizing 

committees to drop out.37 

 Fears of hosting the games locally have expanded beyond the world of economics. The 

Olympics can pose social threats, primarily to citizens most at risk in host cities. Policing and 

police brutality within host cities can spike right before and during the games in regions declared 

‘unsafe’.38 Rio’s Summer games were an intense reminder of the recurring theme of the games 

forcing unhoused individuals out of view.39 Beyond that trend, the Olympics have also been 

criticized for the gentrification they cause, which is often masked as ‘urban renewal’.40 Olympics 
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can spur the growth of vacation rental homes in the region, which in turn, can worsen housing 

options for citizens.41 The Olympics even pose an increased risk of terror events.42  

 Fear of the environmental impact of the games might also lead to unease towards hosting 

them. Carbon emissions are proven to spike leading up to and during the games.43 Large-scale 

tourism can be damaging not only from carbon emissions from travel, but also to ecological 

areas where the sporting events take place.44 The environment is one of the chief concerns 

among critics of the games, such as the NOlympics organization.45 It was one of the main 

reasons that, after receiving confirmation from the IOC that Denver, Colorado would host the 

1976 Winter Olympics, they declined. This was such a concern that after turning down the 

opportunity, Colorado State Representative Bob Jackson told reporters that the state should tell 

the world “We’re sorry, we are concerned about the environment. We made a mistake. Take the 

Games elsewhere.”46 

During the last few decades, the International Olympic Committee has started to take 

steps towards addressing these concerns for the environment. They have entered into the broader 

sustainability movement discussion, which is often defined as kicking off with the publication of 

the Brundtland Report in 1987. The report was created to address growing international concerns 

about the deterioration of the environment. Through this report, the World Commission on 
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Environment and Development established a series of recommendations. Recommendations 

were organized into categories based on the level of government operations in which they could 

be achieved on.47 

The Brundtland Report led to the meeting of the UN Earth Summit, held in Rio de 

Janeiro in 1992.48 This discussion led to the Agenda 21, an action plan created for Non-

Governmental Organizations to participate in sustainability efforts. In that same year, the Winter 

Olympics in Albertville, France stirred up criticism about the environmental damage inflicted by 

the games. Between the criticism the IOC received about the games, as well as the UN 

discussion, the IOC was inspired to have a similar conversation about sustainability. In 1994, 

they hosted the Centennial Olympic Congress. This led to the first official appearance of 

sustainability within IOC documents, a clause added within the Olympic Charter in 1996 for the 

environment.49 

 Continuing further into the twenty-first century, the IOC has started to address the 

negative impacts of the games more than in the past. The IOC in 2015 promised to follow the 

strategies outlined within the Paris Climate Agreement.50 In 2016, the non-governing body 

created the Sustainability Strategy, which highlighted sustainability as one of the three new 

pillars of the Olympic Games, along with credibility and youth.51 To focus efforts on improving 
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the sustainability of the games, they created five focus areas. Infrastructure was the first area, 

which focused primarily on reusing existing structures, or if necessary, implementing temporary 

constructions that would be removed after the games. The second topic was on the sourcing and 

management of resources leading up to, during and after the games. Resources such as signage, 

equipment and memorabilia have contributed to waste in the past. This focus area attempts to 

minimize waste by repurposing materials used for the games, once the games are complete. 

Mobility is the third focus area, discussing transportation during the games broadly, including 

both tourism as well as the movement of people and resources necessary to make the games 

happen. The fourth focus area titled “Workforce” focuses on the ethical treatment of employees 

and volunteers working the games, as well as diversifying staff at future games. The final focus 

is the broadest, focusing on the impact of the games on the climate. It discusses the need for new 

strategies revolving around carbon reduction, as a way to meet the Paris Climate Agreement. It 

also discusses a need to prepare for climate change, specifically how the future impacts of the 

phenomena will impact the look and operation of the games. 

 The first focus area, “Infrastructure” specifically mentions reuse. Particularly, the main 

focus is on the reuse of existing structures.52 Instead of building whole new venues for every 

game, the Sustainability Strategy suggests looking at already existing buildings. Sites that exist 

that can be used as-is would be preferred. However, sites that would only need minor 

modifications or additions prove to be more sustainable than entirely new constructions. 

 The reuse of existing buildings is not a novel concept in Olympic games history. Whether 

intentionally or not, it has been utilized in prior games. One of the most common reuses in the 

past has been the use of sporting venues that already existed, which might be altered to 
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accommodate larger crowds than usual, or to host sporting events that they do not normally 

house. Beyond existing sporting venues, other, typically larger structures have been used in the 

past to hold different elements of the games. Conference centers have been used, particularly for 

sports like table tennis, which oftentimes do not have large-scale, dedicated arenas already, but 

are easy to accommodate existing spaces for. Sporting and non-sporting areas in colleges and 

universities are also often utilized. 

 More recent games have started to intentionally implement reuse. Instead of acting as a 

display of the host city’s prosperity and dedication to the arts, recent arenas are planned to serve 

longer lasting purposes than before and as continuously an “aid in the redevelopment of the 

metropolitan areas that host them”.53 Reuse can oftentimes provide some economic relief to the 

host city. There is no longer the necessary construction costs to factor into the budget. In some 

cases, if a venue is rented out for the games by the host city, once the games are over, they no 

longer are financially responsible for the location. 

 If venues are regularly used after the games, purpose-built or not, they also are less likely 

to become a financial burden for their host city. Continuous use, particularly by anchor tenants, 

can improve the revenue coming in through those past venues. In cases where the location was 

purpose-built for the games, this is particularly impactful, as it helps to alleviate the more recent 

construction costs. When reusing existing venues, they are more likely to already have a use. 

They were supported by the use in the past. Reallocating funds away from building new and 

towards altering the old can also make it so existing venues are less likely to become obsolete. 

Reuse is addressed again briefly within the Olympic Agenda 2020 + 5. Within the 

agenda, there are fifteen recommendations. Although its main focus is broader sustainability, 
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environmentally, financially and socially, the need for fewer new venues is addressed.54 The 

second listed recommendation mostly focuses on environmental sustainability efforts. The 

recommendations are included with the provided goal of reaching what the IOC refers to as 

“climate positive games” by 2030.55 It praises the then upcoming Paris 2024, Milano Cortina 

2026 and Los Angeles 2028 games for their efforts to reduce the number of purpose-built 

structures and the plans to instead reinvest in existing infrastructure. Beyond reuse, the 

recommendations within Olympic Agenda 2020 + 5 also mention utilizing temporary structures, 

which can be deconstructed after the games. Creating temporary buildings can help prevent the 

possibility of abandonment found in permanent structures.56 In the future, the recommendations 

include evaluating bid cities for their likelihood and appropriateness of reusing sites or 

constructing temporary venues, rather than building new permanent ones.57 The Agenda also 

suggested shifting the density of venues outside of the host city, and to existing facilities in 

surrounding regions when it is appropriate to do so. 

 Even with the increased focus on sustainability within the IOC, the 21st century has seen 

several cases of grandiose and costly games.  In Sydney’s bid for the 2000 summer games, the 

local planning committee included a portion addressing the environment, yet they constructed 

eighteen new venues.58 Several of the Athens 2004 venues sit unused to this day, as there was no 

plan for how they would be used for after the games.59 Beijing 2008’s budget was exceeded as 
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the games cost over forty billion dollars.60 The city was left with the purpose-built Bird’s Nest 

stadium, which was so large that it has struggled to find a purpose beyond tourism after the 

games.61 The Olympic Village of Rio de Janeiro 2016 has been abandoned, as has the one in 

Athens.62 

 The Paris 2024 games are the best current representation of the gradual shift the IOC has 

attempted. The Paris 2024 games established a circular heritage model, as opposed to the 

previously linear model. Originally, under the linear model, new structures were added to the 

already existing context of the old. Instead, the Paris 2024 games promoted their heavy use of 

existing buildings. Ninety-five percent of the venues they used already existed prior to the 

games. They focused on reusing existing sport sites, in particular, as well as implementing 

existing cultural sites as temporary sports sites.  

 Of the five percent that were new sites, most were temporary. Only the Aquatics Center 

was permanent and purpose-built.63 Locations like the Eiffel Tower saw minimal changes 

through the use of temporary structures, which were removed after the games ended. Paris 

2024’s planning shifted away from the traditional model of games development and towards a 

new method increasingly supported by the IOC. Originally, most games fell into the traditional 

linear model of planning.64 In this framework, new sites are added alongside existing venues to 

help support the games. The new purpose-built locations are sometimes used as tools to 
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regenerate local regions of the host city. Beyond the immediate regeneration caused by the sites 

through their use during the games, little else is considered about potential use in this model.  

 Paris 2024 was an example of a circular model.65 Planning for the Olympics under this 

model includes the reuse of existing sporting sites for large scale events. It also means 

temporarily converting non-sporting venues, such as cultural sites like theatres or museum event 

spaces, into usable locations for large-scale sporting events. The circular model is much more in 

line with the suggestions made within the current IOC sustainability guidelines.  

 Will the increased focus on intentional reuse of existing venues be enough to shift the 

Olympic Games in the direction of something more sustainable? Will that focus even be enough 

to stop the possibility of white elephants after the games? Looking back on past games might 

help determine if reuse of existing venues is enough to seriously reduce the number of 

underutilized facilities post-games.  

The IOC’s Legacy Strategic Approach, established in 2017, might begin to lay down the 

groundwork which would make that review possible. The very goal of the policy is to track 

histories of Olympic legacies, as “understanding the causes of the failures constitutes a useful 

learning tool for upcoming editions”.66 The plan to achieve this is through increased research 

into past legacies of games, both tangible and intangible, to better understand what might help 

them achieve their goals in future games. The strategy identifies several ways to best guide this 

research, as well as a few ways that research has been lacking. One way that evaluation of the 

games needs to expand is within the context of games that have occurred between 1972 and 

2004.67 Games that fall between these timeframes are currently underrepresented in academia. It 
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also suggests a more longitudinal study of legacy, examining it not just within traditional 

anniversary checkpoints.68 By bulking up existing research of the Olympics and their legacies, it 

might be easier to understand what methods would work towards shifting the games into what 

the IOC’s promises claim they will become.  

 In total, there have been five Summer Olympic Games hosted in the United States. They 

have spanned over a century, the first being in 1904 and the latest planned for 2028. Two of the 

games fall within the 1972 to 2004 timeframe. How have these games fit into the broader history 

of Olympic reuse? What venues were used during these games that existed prior to them? How 

did the organizers in these host cities continue to use the venues afterwards? Is there a strong 

enough correlation between the reuse of existing venues and their continued use after the games 

to support the concept of reuse contributing greatly to a greener Olympics? Are there other 

factors, such as who owns the venues after the games or if there is a designated owner of 

purpose-built venues prior to the games that might impact this correlation? 
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CHAPTER 3 

USING WHAT YOU HAVE 

The International Olympic Committee currently suggests that host cities try to reuse 

existing infrastructure when planning for an upcoming game. As stated in the prior chapter, Paris 

2024 is possibly the best example of this new shift away from purpose-built venues. Although 

the past Summer Olympic games that took place in the United States did not have the same 

guidelines in place by the IOC, they frequently reused sites for their individual games. Reuse of 

existing locations was common during US-hosted Summer Olympics. In every games hosted in 

the nation, the majority of venues used were already in place prior to the games, rather than 

constructed specifically for them. Atlanta saw the highest ratio of buildings created for the game, 

but even then, pre-existing infrastructure still held the majority.  

Figure 1: “Venues at Time of Games”, 
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Methodology 

To determine just how common reuse had been in US Summer Games, several resources 

were used to create a table of all venues during the games. Official Reports are documents that 

are created after each Olympics which summarize the proceedings of the games, the medal 

count, and other details for archival purposes. They are available online, and have existed even 

before official bid documents, dating back to the first Olympic Games.69 For this research, 

Official Reports were used the most to determine what venues were used during each game, 

especially for later games where the Official Reports became more holistic in their accounts, and 

did not focus so heavily on just the athletics. St. Louis provided some challenges in this aspect, 

as their Official Report did not collect as much information on the venues as later games did. For 

this situation, the St. Louis Sports Commission website filled in any gaps. For the four other US-

hosted Summer Olympic Games, the Official Reports were sufficient enough to collect the 

names and locations of the venues.  

Additional research was carried out after the use of the Official Reports. Once the names 

of the venues were established, it became possible to look at other resources to find out when 

locations were opened and if they were purpose-built for the games. Especially for more recent 

games, the Official Reports noted what locations were purpose-built. In some instances, they 

even included construction dates for pre-existing sites. For other locations, websites tied to those 

locations, like city park registries or the sites’ own official websites, made it possible to obtain 

construction years. Newspaper articles from the time of construction, as well as more recent ones 

that comment on the past construction of a venue, also made it possible to obtain construction 

years. 
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Public-facing sites are the main focus of this research. They are spaces where athletes and 

spectators spend a great deal of their time during the games. This category includes venues for 

sporting events as well as Olympic Villages. They are the focal point of the games and are 

oftentimes the greatest contributor to structural waste later on, as those large-scale sporting 

spaces become obsolete. Other spaces, like offices for IOC officials or press rooms, are 

oftentimes temporary spaces like tents or converted office spaces. They do not pose the same 

environmental threats as sporting venues do. They are also not as public-facing and are not 

expected to orchestrate the same large crowds as sporting venues are. Beyond this, they are 

rarely ever the subject of discussion on an Olympic Game’s Legacy, and are not the structures 

that become White Elephants with time. 

Some venues, particularly ones used for marathons, stretch out across city streets or 

whole counties. These venues will be noted for the sake of continuity with Olympic documents, 

but were not evaluated in this research. Locations like these are not structures or buildings, but 

instead predominantly infrastructural sites or whole geographic regions. Inherently, a county 

cannot become a White Elephant for itself. A series of streets are also difficult to pinpoint as 

something so harmful and wasteful to a host city as a White Elephant. They also all required 

such minimal changes, like temporary signage, that there was little evidence of the sites existing 

even weeks after the games. For all of these reasons, those sites will not be included in the 

research, beyond a brief mention. 
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St. Louis 1904  

 

Figure 2: St. Louis Venues Map 

After the games in Athens, Greece, and Paris, France, the third modern Olympic Games 

would be held in America.70 Originally, Chicago, Illinois, had been selected as the location of the 

first ever US-hosted Olympic Games in 1904.71 However, there were concerns about two events 

happening in the United States in the same year. Plans had already been made for the 1904 

World's Fair to take place in St. Louis, Missouri. That event would have a similar focus on 

athleticism, which would mean there would be two large-scale sporting events occurring in the 

same country and in the same year but in different states. Competition for spectators, as well as 

athletes, might occur. 
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To address the possibility of the second event detracting from the games, Olympic 

organizers chose to remain in America, but to move the Third Olympiad to the same location as 

the 1904 World’s Fair.72 The two organizing bodies reached an agreement. The games would be 

held in tandem with the fair’s events, and would become incorporated along with the “Physical 

Culture” aspects of the fair. 

 

Table 1: St. Louis 1904 Venues Status Prior to Games. 

 Although not the longest modern Olympics, the St. Louis games were fairly stretched out, 

as they occurred over the span of four months.73 Despite taking one third of a year to complete, 

the St. Louis games only had six venues. The first two were Francis Field and Gymnasium. The 

third venue was Glen Echo Country Club. The fourth venue was Forest Park, and the fifth 

location was situated on Creve Coeur Lake. The marathon took place throughout the county, 

which has been considered the fifth venue, but this venue did not meet the criteria for this study.  

Of the five venues considered in this research, Francis Field and Gymnasium were the 

locations used the most frequently. Francis Field’s construction finished in 1903.74 Originally 

referred to as “The Stadium” in many documents relating to both the location itself and the 

Olympic games, the stadium’s name later changed to honor the organizer of the St. Louis 
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Games.75 The Stadium had a memorial gateway over the entranceway for the games.76 

Construction for Francis Gymnasium wrapped up a year earlier, in 1902.77 Together, Francis 

Field and Gymnasium hosted the Archery, Cycling, Gymnastics, Football and Track and Field 

events of the 1904 games. St. Louis was the first Olympic games to provide gold, silver and 

bronze medals to the athletes.78 Those medals were also awarded in Francis Field. 

Glen Echo Country Club was another venue during the St. Louis games. It was the only venue to 

ever hold a golf tournament, as this was the only games to ever platform the sport.79 Glen Echo 

Country Club was constructed in 1901.80 It was opened as a private club with an 18-hole course, 

and only after its opening did it become an Olympic venue.  

Forest Park was first opened in 1876.81 It was the location of the Swimming 

events.82There were extensive changes to its design by landscape architect George Kessler, who 

was charged with redesigning the area to better suit the Louisiana Purchase Exposition.83 For the 

Exposition and the approaching games, he reconfigured and added new elements, like the Forest 

Park Shelter Building in 1903.84 Similarly, Creve Coeur Lake existed as a park long before the 
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Olympics came to St. Louis. Though it did not become a county park until 1945, it has existed as 

a recreational space since 1881.85 Rowing took place in the lake.86 

Most sites used during the 1904 Olympics existed prior to the games. Many already 

existed, and were altered to cater to the new uses. Beyond this, the 1904 Olympics were 

particularly unique to the history of the games. Many of the spaces used during the games were 

also used for the World’s Fair. The III Olympiad was not an event that had a large expenditure 

available, especially as there were other events occurring at the same time. Sites that existed 

already were the most profitable to use, especially if they could be used for the two events within 

the same year. Although this gave the city of St. Louis the opportunity to reduce expenses on 

venues for the two events, there was some belief that the fair still drew crowds away. Even 

though the games were moved so that they could be held alongside the World’s Fair, some 

organizers believed it was why crowd sizes were smaller than during the first Modern Olympic 

Games. For this reason, Baron de Coubertin decided that the Olympics would never be held in 

tandem with another event of similar scale again.87 
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Los Angeles 1932  

 

Figure 3: “Section of the “1932 Olympic Map” from the X Summer Olympiad in Los Angeles”, 

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration. 

The next Olympics held in America occurred in 1932. Los Angeles, California hosted the 

X Olympiad. Held during the Great Depression, the games suffered from lower participation, as 

the funds for the event were limited.88 In the Official Report for these games, there is also much 

more commentary on the sites than had been in prior games. Instead of only focusing on the 

outcome of each individual event like the St. Louis reports focused on, over thirty pages of the 

Los Angeles 1932 report included information on the venues and facilities used in the games. 

Authors of the X Olympiad Official Report remarked that “several existing important sports 
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facilities and establishments, located in Los Angeles, were available to the Organizing 

Committee”.89  

 

Table 2: Los Angeles 1932 Venues Status Prior to Games. 

 There were ten venues in total during the 1932 games. Santa Monica Canyon Road was 

excluded from this study, similarly to the broader county in St. Louis, because it was not a 

specific site. Instead, it was a broader road. Of those ten, seven existed in some form prior to the 

games. The Olympic Stadium, the State Armory, Rose Bowl Stadium, Los Angeles Police Pistol 

Range, Riviera Country Club, Sunset Fields Golf Club, and the Olympic Auditorium were all 

around before development for the games began. 

 The Olympic Stadium’s original construction date is in 1923.90 Also referred to as 

Memorial Coliseum, its construction was meant to honor soldiers in the first World War.91 For 

the use of the games, it received modifications. Specifically, a one hundred and seven foot 

Olympic Torch was constructed, as well as a new scoreboard. Alterations also included a 

rearrangement of seating. They also replaced the existing track in the stadium with one that fit 
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Olympic requirements.92 The stadium held the Track and Field, Gymnastics and Field Hockey 

events, as well as the concluding portions of the Equestrian events.93 It also hosted the Opening 

and Closing Ceremonies, during which they used the Olympic Torch. Along with the more 

traditionally considered aspects of Olympic Games, Memorial Coliseum also served as the 

location for a series of athletic demonstrations. This was the only time the Olympics held an 

official event that included American Football, though it was just a demonstration, and not an 

event that awarded a medal.94 

 

Figure 4: “Crowds have filled the Olympic Stadium for the 1932 Olympic Games”, Courtesy of 

Los Angeles Public Library. 
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 Similar to the Olympic Stadium, which existed before the games and went through 

alterations to better suit them, Fencing took place in a location constructed prior to the Olympics. 

Referred to as the Fencing Stadium during the games, the State Armory had originally been 

constructed in 1912.  

 The Rose Bowl Stadium first opened in 1923.95 Hosting the Cycling event, organizers 

planned for a cycling track to be constructed within the stadium. This addition had been planned 

to be optionally temporary, and later on it became a gift to the Tournament of Roses Association. 

They owned the Rose Bowl Stadium, and had the opportunity to either keep or remove the 

track.96 

 The Shooting events took place in the Los Angeles Police Pistol Range, located in 

Elysian Park. The gun range was borrowed from the Los Angeles Police Pistol Club, who had 

first obtained the range in 1931.97 There were alterations to the range for the games, specifically 

altering distances from yards to meters. 

 The Equestrian events were held mostly at the Riviera Country Club, aside for the last 

two days, which were held at the Olympic Stadium. The Country Club was the location for the 

events as it proved the most fitting for the events out of all currently existing facilities in 

Southern California.98 However, the venue ultimately did need a few alterations before it could 

be used. In particular, additional stables had to be constructed to hold both the horses used for 

the games, as well as ones that were already housed there, unrelated to the games. Additional 

seating had to be constructed as well, though the majority of the seats were temporary. 
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 The Sunset Fields Golf Club opened in 1927.99 It held the Cross-Country portion of the 

Modern Pentathlon. No serious alterations were required for this event, as contestants ran across 

the golf course as it was. 

The Olympic Auditorium was a particularly interesting case. It opened prior to the games 

as well, having been constructed in 1924. However, construction was partially funded by the Los 

Angeles Olympic Committee, who saw the new auditorium as an opportunity for a venue in 

future games.100 The auditorium did technically exist before the games, and held fights prior to 

1932. However, its construction was in part made possible by the local Olympic Committee, 

making it an interesting case in these games. In 1932, the Olympic Auditorium still required a 

few changes to its layout. As it was the location for the Boxing, Wrestling and Weightlifting 

events, there was an IOC-approved fighting ring installed.  

 

Figure 5: “Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena”, Courtesy of Columbia. 
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 While the majority of the venues for the X Olympiad existed in some way prior to the 

games, there were three venues specifically constructed with the games in mind. These venues 

were the Long Beach Marine Stadium, the Swimming Stadium and the Olympic Village. 

Located in Long Beach, California, the Long Beach Marine Stadium served as the site for 

the Rowing events.101 Its construction focused on supporting the upcoming Olympics. The 

lagoon that originally took up the location was dredged by the city of Long Beach. From there, 

the Olympic Committee built several structures on the property. Of note, they created permanent 

and temporary seating, as well as a boat launch, boat house and dressing rooms. The Judges 

stand, floats and a starting bridge, all necessary for the competition, were gifted by the Olympic 

Committee of Switzerland. 

 Another venue constructed for the games was the Swimming Stadium in Olympic Park. 

The Los Angeles Olympic Committee originally considered making any venue for Swimming 

temporary. However, they decided to make the stadium a permanent structure after comparing 

costs and realizing the possible benefits that might come from a permanent structure to the city. 

 To sum it up, all sporting facilities not relating to Swimming or Rowing were available 

prior to the games. Only events that required water had new stadiums and sites constructed on 

behalf of the games. Of the ones that existed before, many of them underwent some form of 

alterations to better them for the events they would host. In some cases, like with the seating at 

the Riviera Country Club, those additions were only temporary. In other cases, like at that same 

very venue, there were alterations that were meant to better the site after the games. Continuing 

the example of the Country Club, by installing more stables on the grounds, the possibility for 
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more revenue was created. More stables allowed for them to take on the housing of more horses 

later on, after the games had ended.  

 At the time of the 1932 games, the depression placed a heavy burden on athletes, just as 

much as it had on organizers. Money for travel, housing and food during the games stood as a 

boundary of access for many athletes. The Olympic Committee of Los Angeles recognized this 

early on. To address these concerns, the Committee created a plan for housing athletes which 

differed from previous Olympic games. The usual way to provide housing was to reserve rooms 

in nearby hotels for the use of the athletes. Instead, the Los Angeles Olympic Committee 

established the first Olympic Village. This provided housing which they had control over the 

prices of. In the Village, they would be able to keep the cost of housing, meals and other 

essentials down to two dollars per day per athlete. 

 To see this plan come to life, the Olympic Committee created plans to house male 

athletes in new, temporary structures. They were built mostly on borrowed land within Baldwin 

Hills, an area selected as it was around ten degrees cooler on average than other nearby available 

sites.102 The selection of a borrowed site influenced how much they could change the landscape, 

so the plans focused on addressing needs of the athletes now while also thinking of future 

removal.103 Construction of the Village started on April 1st, 1932.104 Complete plans of the 

Olympic Village included what would later be referred to as “Olympic Cottages”, as well as 

thirty one dining rooms and a central Commissary.105 Water systems and drainage was added to 

the area, as well as a newly paved road, providing access and water to the temporary community. 
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The new water and electric networks also supplied a central hospital within the Olympic 

Village.106 There were two rooms in each Cottage, each one housing two male athletes.107 The 

Cottages were built to be temporary and portable.  

 

Figure 6: “One of the temporary bungalows, erected at the Olympic Village in Baldwin Hills”, 

Courtesy of Los Angeles Public Library. 

Female athletes were provided with a different type of housing. Their housing followed 

the much more traditional route. Feeling as though “feminine needs could be more completely 

met in some permanent type of residence”, the Committee instead chose to reserve rooms in an 

existing location.108 The Chapman Park Hotel in Los Angeles was selected to house them 

instead.109 
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The Los Angeles 1932 games saw a strong use of existing structures. Only the two venues 

relating to Rowing and Swimming required new venues, as well as some of the housing for the 

athletes. Although they were the first games to implement a purpose-built Olympic Village, the 

1932 Olympics were still fairly modest when it came to overall number of structures required for 

the processions. 

Los Angeles 1984 

 

Figure 7: “Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad Los Angeles 1984”, Courtesy of Barry Lawrence 

Ruderman Antique Maps. 

Having hosted the games once before, Los Angeles had the unique opportunity to reuse 

the same venues twice in two separate Olympics. Some venues were reused in 1984, including 
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ones that had already existed before the X Olympiad. Memorial Coliseum, also referred to as the 

Olympic Stadium, remained the location for the Olympic Ceremonies for a second time. The Los 

Angeles Olympic Committee also chose to reuse the Rose Bowl Stadium, though it was instead 

used as a football stadium, rather than for Cycling.110 

 Other locations were used during the 1984 games that had not previously hosted Olympic 

events, but had existed prior to the games. The locations were stretched out across Los Angeles 

County, the state of California, and even across the nation. In total, nineteen of the twenty-six 

venues already existed prior to the games. All of the venues that were used outside of the state 

fall into this category, while most of the ones within California and the county do as well. 

 

Table 3: Los Angeles 1984 Status Prior to Games, Part 1. 
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Table 4: Los Angeles 1984 Status Prior to Games, Part 2. 

Aside from the Rose Bowl, three other existing locations were also used for preliminary 

matches for the Football competitions. The furthest away from Los Angeles was Harvard 

Stadium. The stadium’s construction date is 1903, with its most recent renovation at the time of 

the games occurring in 1962. It required the most temporary alterations out of the three football 

venues. A place for the podiums, as well as a new propane system for the Olympic torch, were 

among those needed to carry out the traditional aspects of the games. Similarly, the Navy-Marine 

Corps Memorial Stadium also existed prior to the games, as it was constructed in 1959111. It also 

required alterations to maintain the traditions of the games. Stanford, the last stadium also used 

for the preliminary rounds, was constructed in 1922. That stadium needed electrical alterations, 

as well as new concession areas and doping control facilities. 

Within the larger California area, there were five other existing venues. Anaheim 

Convention Center, Coto de Caza, Raleigh Runnels, Titan Gymnasium and Santa Anita Park all 

fall within this category. Wrestling took place in the Anaheim Convention Center, located in 
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Anaheim, California.112 Alterations occurred on this existing venue so that it would be better 

suited to temporarily host the specific event, as it was not a sporting-focused space prior to the 

games. Food services were also attached to the venue, but were located in temporary tents. 

Coto de Caza is another existing location within California that the organizing committee 

used for the games. Development of the region started in 1963 with the creation of the Coto de 

Caza Development Corp.. The next wave of development kicked off when the country club’s 

construction finished in 1970.113 Although there are traditional sporting areas in this site, the 

majority of Coto de Caza serves as a gated community. However, in 1984, it briefly transformed 

into the location of almost all of the events of the Modern Pentathlon.114 The Riding portion of 

the Pentathlon occurred within an existing riding arena, which had been constructed in 1975.115 

Additional temporary seating and toilets were added to the arena, as well as more stables for the 

unusual volume of horses. For the Fencing events, the area saw alterations again. In particular, 

carpeting was placed over the usual dirt flooring, and the HVAC and lighting systems were 

improved. For the Running portion of the competition, around four thousand meters of track 

were roped off across private lands in the community. Where the track crossed existing roads, 

dirt was placed down temporarily.  

The only new construction involved in the Modern Pentathlon was that used for the 

Shooting competition. While the practice range was simply modified, the new construction 

featured the actual event. The bill was entirely paid for by Coto de Caza, and provided the 
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location with carpeted floors in the range, shaded standing areas for the competitors and shaded 

areas for spectators. 

The Swimming portion of the Modern Pentathlon was the only portion not conducted 

within the community, as it was located at the Heritage Park Aquatic Complex, which was 

located in Irvine, California, around thirty minutes from Coto de Caza. At this location, several 

temporary modifications were added to enhance comfort of the spectators. Swiss Timing also 

donated a scoreboard.116  

In 1975, Raleigh Runnels Memorial Pool finished construction on the campus of 

Pepperdine University in Malibu, California.117 While the pool already existing in this site, it was 

not ideal for the Water Polo events it was to host.118 It did not reach the sport’s standards for 

water depth, with one end being especially too short. The planning committee chose to flood the 

pool up to level with the edge, which was acceptable for the standards. They were also granted 

permission to make the entire pool one foot shorter than what the standards typically allowed, so 

the short end could be cut off. Aside from the alterations to the pool, there were also temporary 

seats added alongside the pool. 

Similar to Raleigh Runnels Memorial Pool, the Titan Gymnasium was also leased out by 

a local college. Prior to the games, the location served as the home gym for California State 

University in Fullerton’s basketball team since 1965.119 For the games, the gym underwent a few 
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modifications.120 The largest change was the shifting of seating, so that a handball court would 

fit within the space typically used for basketball.  

 The Equestrian events for the 1984 games were split between Santa Anita Park and 

Fairbanks Ranch. Santa Anita Park was built in 1934. For the games, they constructed a new 

arena floor over the original one and placed a dirt track on top. Organizers also installed 

temporary seating, as well as tents near the seating for first aid. Fairbanks Ranch, unlike the 

other Equestrian site, was built for the games. In total, they constructed a new course built, as 

well as thirty-five jumping obstacles, to accommodate the Speed and Endurance portions of the 

Equestrian competitions.121 

Within Long Beach, an area within Los Angeles County, two venues already existed and 

were ready to use for the games, El Dorado Park and Long Beach Convention Center. El Dorado 

Park was originally constructed in 1972 and later served as the location for the Archery events 

for the 1984 games.122 There were a few alterations made with the Olympics in mind. In 

particular, adjustments were made that allowed for an increase in spectator traffic.  

Long Beach Convention served as the location for the Fencing and Volleyball events. 

The Arena, a portion of the Convention Center, hosted the Volleyball events. This section was 

constructed in 1962. The Arena was used regularly for volleyball earlier, so alterations were 

minimal. Fencing events were held in another portion referred to as Exhibition Hall, which has a 

construction date of 1977. Two warm-up courts for volleyball were constructed in this location. 

Fencing required a wall constructed between its own space, as well as the warm-up area for 

volleyball, as the sound might prove a problem for the fencers. Many of the accommodations in 
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this location were temporary. The Fencing finals took place in Terrace Theater, originally used 

for theater performances. Here, just one piste was constructed, as well as an elevated platform 

near the piste for officials to have a view of the competition. In this specific location, all of the 

alterations and construction for the event was torn down promptly after the games.123 

Inglewood, California is also another area within the larger county of Los Angeles. The 

Forum is located in this area, and has been since 1967. It served as one of the venues for the 

Basketball events, as well as a Handball arena.124 Originally a basketball stadium, it required 

changes prior to being used for Handball, but those changes had to wait until after the Basketball 

events. Alterations to the interior were expected to be completed within twenty-four hours from 

the conclusion of the Basketball competitions.125 

 Within the city of Los Angeles, there were five existing venues available for use. This 

included the Dodgers Stadium, Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena, Pauley Pavilion, Eagles’ 

Nest Arena and Gersten Pavilion. Specifically designed for the Dodger baseball team, Dodgers 

Stadium’s construction concluded twenty-two years before the Olympics.126 In order to be 

suitable for the Olympics, there were a handful of modifications made to the interior which 

allowed for space for more teams than would normally be in the stadium.127  

 More small-scale modifications were completed on the Los Angeles Memorial Sports 

Arena, not to be confused with Memorial Coliseum. Located in Exposition Park, the arena's 
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construction started in 1958 and took a year to complete.128 The existing structure only required 

new paint and a modernization of the HVAC system. Memorial Sports Arena served as the 

location of the Boxing events. 

UCLA provided Pauley Pavilion for the gymnastic events. Of the alterations for the 

structure, a new bridge was constructed. The bridge connected Pauley Pavilion to a nearby 

location referred to as the Wooden Center, which was the location of the training center for the 

gymnasts. The organizing committee purchased a used gymnastics podium from the 1976 

Montreal games. Gymnastics podium was removed for the artistic gymnastics events later on.129 

California State University in Los Angeles also lent out one of their arenas for the games. 

The Eagles’ Nest Arena served as the location of the Judo events. Eagles’ Nest Arena had three 

floors, with the second floor hosting the floor of the event space, and the bleachers existing along 

that floor as well as the third.130 For this space, there were mostly temporary alterations. They 

added temporary air conditioning through the use of portable trailers. Concessions were also 

housed in temporary locations outside of the building. 

 Loyola Marymount University’s Gersten Pavilion held the Weightlifting events. 

Carpeting covered the existing flooring temporarily and air-conditioning abilities were added. 

They created a temporary warm-up area for athletes through the use of canvas, which acted as 

walls, and removable carpet flooring.  

Some facilities required such heavy alterations that the Olympic Retrospective listed them 

as new facilities. However, for the purpose of this research, they will remain categorized as 
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existing structures. While there were significant alterations, the overall location and oftentimes 

the use remained the same for these spaces. One such location was the Weingart Stadium, which 

was formerly known as the Hockey Stadium at East Los Angeles College, before the Weingart 

Foundation sponsored its renovations.131 There were mainly infrastructural alterations, like 

rewiring of electrical systems and modernization of air conditioning in the facility. The stadium 

was repainted and the plumbing system was also brought up to the then current standard.  

 In the Olympic Retrospective, Exposition Park is listed as a new construction. Exposition 

Park existed before the games, even during the 1932 games. However, it was likely listed here 

because there were such significant renovations to the park that it was practically reinvented. 

After the games, there was a total of 1.8 million dollars invested in new improvements.132 These 

improvements included new lighting and changes to the greenspace configuration, like the turf 

being redone and four hundred benches added. There was also a new sculpture added alongside a 

plaza area in front of Memorial Coliseum.  

Similar to the past Los Angeles games, 1984 also saw new, purpose-built constructions. 

Seven of the total twenty-six locations were built specifically for the Olympics. Those locations 

were Fairbanks Ranch, Prado Recreational Area, the Velodrome of California State University, 

the Swim Stadium at USC, Lake Casita, Los Angeles Tennis Center and Olympic Harbor.  

Mentioned earlier alongside Santa Anita, Fairbanks Ranch Country Club also served as 

one of the sites for the Equestrian competitions during 1984. The site had not existed prior to the 
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games. The location opened up just before the games, and hosted an eighteen-hole golf course, as 

well as the endurance track used for the Olympic event.133  

The Olympic Shooting Range in the Prado Recreational Area was also only built for the 

purpose of the games. Starting in August 1983, construction started within Chino County, 

California. This project brought to life a new collection of buildings to hold all shooting events 

aside from trap and skeet.134  

The Cycling event also required a new venue. In 1981, construction started just outside 

the California State University at Dominguez Hills.135 The velodrome was built with the 

Olympic Games, as well as future recreational use, in mind. Construction wrapped up in 1982, 

with only minor changes occurring before the games started. The bill was footed by a LAOOC 

sponsor, Southland Corporation.  

Similarly, the Swim Stadium at the University of Southern California was a sponsored 

new construction. This time, it was sponsored by the McDonald’s Olympic Trust. Construction 

completed in June 1983.136 The pool’s construction featured a permanent stadium building, with 

diving boards and underwater viewing rooms, as well as dressing rooms. There were temporary 

additions, which were to be removed after the games. These additions mostly revolved around 

the spectator experience, like the additional portable toilets and tented spaces for concessions.  

Construction began in Ventura County in 1983 with the hopes of Lake Casita hosting the 

Canoeing and Rowing events. The location was graded, with irrigation altered along with the 
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landscape to better create courses for the competitions. Ramps were permanent constructions, but 

restrooms, seating and lighting were all temporary.137 

 The Los Angeles Tennis Center also finished construction just in time to hold the tennis 

demonstration events.138 The Tennis Center had a few elements that were intentionally 

temporary, so that they could be removed after the games. This included temporary seating 

installation, as well as temporary upgrades to electrical services. Will-call, public information 

and staff check-in spaces were added, mostly in the form of temporary tents, to the edges of the 

center. Portable toilets were once more available through trailers, and concessions were available 

underneath tents. 

The Yachting events took place at Long Beach Downtown Shoreline Marina, also known 

as the Olympic Harbor. The site had been selected prior to the 1983 Olympic Classes Regatta. 

Organizers used this event as a test of the venue, to see what modifications might be necessary. 

This resulted in a handful of modifications, mostly temporary to address larger than normal 

crowds to the area. Cold water showers were available, alongside facilities that existed earlier at 

the marina. A new, permanent boat hoist was added to the site.  

 Most of the venues used in the Los Angeles 1984 games were already existing at the time 

of planning. Around 73 percent of all venues were existing, leaving only 37 percent of venues as 

new constructions. Though there were a lot of spaces that served as venues in the games, making 

it one of the largest to occur in the United States, construction costs were kept low through the 

selection of existing locations. All of the existing venues saw some sort of modification, whether 

permanent or temporary. However, when compared proportionally to the 80 percent rate of 
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existing buildings in the 1932 games, Los Angeles 1984 did not have an exorbitant number of 

new constructions. 

Atlanta 1996 

    

Figure 8: “The Olympic Ring”, Courtesy of The Olympic Studies Centre 

The Atlanta 1996 games were the fourth and most recent Summer Olympics to be held in 

the United States. These games also displayed the most venues out of any seen in the United 

States Summer Games history, with twenty-nine total venues. Of the twenty-nine, only around 

55 percent of the venues were already existing before the time of the Centennial Olympics.  

With the high rate of new constructions, especially when compared to past US-hosted games, the 

Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games planned new ways to lessen the financial burden the 

city might experience. Around 75 percent of the spaces the ACOG planned to use were on state-
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owned property at the time.139 These games also saw sponsorships covering the costs of many 

purpose-built areas, which made the financial strain of building new buildings less than it would 

have been in the past.  

Road Cycling events were held along the roads of Atlanta.140 Similar to cases of roads 

being used in prior Olympic Games reviewed in this research, the streets of Atlanta will also not 

be included as venues.  

 

Table 5: Atlanta 1996 Status Prior to Games, Part 1. 
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Table 6: Atlanta 1996 Status Prior to Games, Part 2. 

 The central-most location within the 1996 games was referred to as the Centennial 

Olympic Ring.141 This served as the focal point of the games. The Olympic Stadium would be 

located in this ring, as would be the Olympic Village and several other competition sites. The 

design would provide spectators and athletes the opportunity to travel to the majority of the 

venues relatively easily by foot or through mass transportation. 

 Of the venues in the Olympic Ring, seven were purpose-built. Centennial Park, the 

Olympic Stadium and the Olympic Village fall under this category. Similarly, four areas located 

on college campuses, Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, Morehouse College Gymnasium, Clark 

Atlanta University Stadium and Morris Brown College Stadium, fall in this group. 
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Figure 9: “View of the Opening Ceremonies at the Olympic Games at Olympic Stadium”, 

Courtesy of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

Construction started on the Olympic Stadium in 1993. Even with the stadium being a new 

construction, it featured temporary additional seating. The stadium hosted the Opening and 

Closing Ceremonies for these games, as well as the Athletics events. Centennial Park was also 

designed specifically for the games. The park is located between Centennial Olympic Park 

Drive, Baker Street Northwest and Marietta Street Northwest in downtown Atlanta, and falls into 

the Olympic Ring region. Through sponsorships from businesses like AT&T and Coca-Cola, US 

Housing and Urban Development Department redevelopment grants and a Commemorative 

Brick program, enough funding was amassed to turn a section of land that was formerly public 

housing into a park space. The park would serve as a pedestrian connection between the Olympic 

Village and two prominent sporting venues, the Omni Coliseum and the Georgia World 

Congress Center. The park consisted of greenspace, paved and brick pathways, a water fountain 
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in the shape of Olympic Rings, the twenty-three flags of the participating nations, and spaces 

created by sponsors of the park. Several sponsors had their own structures within the park.142  

 The Olympic Village is another new construction within the Centennial Olympic Ring.143 

A majority of housing space made available during the games occurred through two new 

buildings for the nearly ten thousand individuals that needed it. An eight-story and thirteen-story 

building were constructed, both visible from I-85. Both buildings were identical in the individual 

design of their rooms with apartment style, double occupancy rooms. This location was among 

the 75 percent of venues placed on state-owned property, as it was located on a college campus. 

144 

Also located within the Olympic Ring, the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center also finished 

construction in 1996.145 The only event hosted in the space prior to the grand opening for the 

games was a test event in 1995 to assure the facilities would be sufficient for the large-scale 

event. The purpose-built additions hosted the Diving, Synchronized Swimming, Swimming and 

Water Polo events.146 The space included an indoor main pool, as well as a temporary pool 

located outside for Water Polo and an indoor diving well. There was also temporary seating 

located underneath temporary covering. 

During the Atlanta 1996 Olympics, several other new facilities were established close to 

college campuses within the Olympic Ring. Twenty-six preliminary Basketball games took place 

at the newly built Morehouse College Gymnasium.147 All Hockey events were split between two 
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new, purpose-built stadiums attached to two separate colleges. Clark Atlanta University Stadium 

hosted the preliminary rounds of Hockey. The stadium sat across from Morris Brown College 

Stadium, which served as the location for the sport’s finals. That stadium consisted of a few 

sections preserved from an earlier arena at that location with a construction date in the 1940s. To 

extend the possible usefulness of the stadium past the games, the elements necessary to make it a 

Hockey arena were all temporary, so they could be removed later. Between the two stadiums 

used for Hockey, the ACOG designed a bridge connecting the two properties. 

Like other games, Atlanta was able to utilize already existing locations. Six of the 

properties used within the Olympic Ring were extant prior to the games. Those properties were 

the Georgia World Congress Center, the Georgia Dome, Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium, the 

Omni Coliseum, Alexander Memorial Stadium and Georgia State University’s Sports Arena. 

Existing venues on college campuses within the Olympic Ring were used. Alexander 

Memorial Stadium, a stadium on Georgia Tech’s campus, was opened in 1956.148 It served as the 

Boxing venue and only needed minor adjustments.149 The Badminton portion of the Olympics 

took place in the Georgia State University Sports Arena.150 Constructed in 1973, the 

modifications for the Olympics were kept to the temporary inclusion of three badminton 

competitions courts.151 

The Georgia World Congress Center’s construction occurred twenty years before the 

games in 1976. The Georgia WCC served as the location for multiple Olympic events. In every 
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hall, new temporary seating was added to accommodate the larger-than-normal crowds. It held 

Fencing in Hall F, on top of five competition pistes.152 Judo also took place there, though on 

elevated wood surfaces with two competition tatamis. Hall D held the Table Tennis competition. 

One could watch the Weightlifting competitions in Hall E. Wrestling was split between two 

halls, with Greco-Roman style being in Hall G, and Freestyle in Hall H. Both locations were 

carpeted and hosted three mats. Portions of the Handball Competitions also took place in Hall G, 

specifically the preliminary competitions, semifinals and placement finals. 

The Men's Handball finals were located in the Georgia Dome, which had been 

constructed in 1992.153 Typically, the building served as the home of the Atlanta Falcons.154 This 

location also hosted some of the preliminary rounds, as well as the quarterfinals, semifinals and 

finals for the Basketball competition.155 For Artistic Gymnastics, only a podium for the routines 

was necessary.156 To accommodate for the competitions occurring in the stadium, the dome was 

divided down the middle by a soundproof curtain. 

Along with the Georgia World Congress Center and the Georgia Dome, the Omni 

Coliseum was part of the Olympic Center. Just like the other two arenas, it also existed before 

the 1996 Olympics. The Omni was constructed in 1972, and was used during the games as the 

Volleyball venue.157 To accommodate this sport, temporary flooring was laid down. 

Preliminaries, quarterfinals, semifinals and finals all took place on top of this temporary flooring. 
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The second time baseball was seen as a sport a team could medal in was in the Atlanta 1996 

Olympics. Baseball took place in Atlanta-Fulton Stadium, the existing baseball stadium for the 

Atlanta Braves.158 No alterations were needed, as it was already a stadium for the sport which 

would take place in it, and it fit the requirements necessary to host an Olympics baseball 

tournament. 

 Within the broader Metro Atlanta region, there were four properties constructed for the 

games. Wolf Creek Shooting Range, Atlanta Beach, the venues in Stone Mountain, and Georgia 

International Horse Park were all in this region. All of these locations were newly built for the 

games. 

 Georgia International Horse Park’s construction was expressly for the 1996 Olympics. 

The park would serve as the site of the Equestrian events, and the Riding and Running aspects of 

the Modern Pentathlon.159 There were five new barns constructed within this Yellow River 

Valley location, as well as a handful of riding courses. A covered arena was also built on site. 

Mountain Biking also took place at the Horse Park, utilizing the equestrian endurance track.  

Shooting events took place at Wolf Creek, also constructed in 1996. Similar to the 

Georgia Tech Natatorium, this location was also built next to existing facilities, but the additions 

were extensive enough that a new sporting site was created.160 Overall, three outdoor trap and 

skeet ranges and three indoor ranges were included in the new construction. Atlanta Beach, 

similarly to Wolf Creek, was renovated, but the two additional courts for the Olympic Games 
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overwhelmed the existing facilities.161 The location served as the venue for the Beach Volleyball 

events. 

 

Figure 10: “Beach Volleyball courts, Atlanta Beach”, Courtesy of Stu Foster. 

 Stone Mountain Park became home to three new constructions. While the park has been 

open since 1965, the individual venues on the site only finished construction in 1996.162 Tennis, 

Archery and Cycling events were assigned to this location, all needing their own unique spaces. 

The tennis stadium’s seating, similarly to the Olympic Stadium, was planned to be partially 

temporary.163 The entirety of the archery range and Velodrome were temporary, however. Both 

were planned to be taken down at the end of the games. 
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Figure 11: “Olympic Velodrome”, Courtesy of Stu Foster. 

 Beyond the Metro Atlanta area, there were also sites located within Georgia. These 

locations included Lake Lanier, Stegeman Coliseum, Sanford Stadium, Wassaw Sound and 

Golden Ball Park. In this category, there are no purpose-built permanent structures.  

Around half of the new constructions at Lake Lanier were intended to be temporary.164 

Over seventeen-thousand temporary seats floated along the lake edge. Concessions and other 

spectator resources were housed in tents and trailers, all of which were carted away at the 

conclusion of the events. Of the permanent structures, there was a new finish tower furnished 

with a scoreboard, a new boat ramp, two new boat houses and additional on-site storage.165  

Wassaw Sound is located in Savannah, Georgia. The Yachting venue had a design 

constraint that impacted what could be temporary and permanent. Wassaw Sound could not have 
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permanent constructions on its shoreline. New, substantial construction had the possibility of 

impacting the local wildlife in the region.166 Temporary construction became the solution, mostly 

through barges. The temporary marina in Wassaw Sound existed on barges. There was another 

permanent marina located at the existing resort, Sail Harbor Marina, though it was located a little 

offsite. The Riverfront Marriott, another existing, permanent structure, served as the Olympic 

Village satellite campus. The courses for the Yachting events were all located offshore, Course A 

being in the sound, while B-D were further off in the Atlantic. Materials for these courses were 

also temporary and removed after the games.  

Two venues within University of Georgia’s campus were used for the 1996 Olympics. 

Sanford Stadium, usually used for American Football, was the venue that hosted the semifinals 

and finals of the Soccer competitions.167 The main alteration required for this venue was the 

removal of rows of hedges, which were icons of the stadium they were located in. The hedges 

would prove to hinder operations, so they were temporarily removed from the location.168  

Stegeman Coliseum also already maintained regular use through UGA events. For the Olympics, 

it temporarily served as a space for additional preliminary rounds for Volleyball and hosted the 

entirety of Rhythmic Gymnastics.169 The Coliseum has been in use since 1964. The location was 

renovated with the games in mind, and part of those renovations included an enclosed practice 

space.170 
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Golden Park, located in Columbus, Georgia, also received renovations in 1994 for the games.171 

Originally constructed in 1926, it served as a baseball stadium for the community.172 During the 

games, it was the location of women's fast pitch Softball. Modifications were done between 1994 

and the games to shift use temporarily from baseball to softball. Golden Park served as the first 

ever venue to host Softball as an Olympic sport.173 

 The Atlanta 1996 Olympics saw venues used outside of the state boundary. All but one 

of the venues that existed throughout the rest of the country already existed before the games. 

Ocoee Whitewater Center was the only purpose-built venue outside of the state. Located in 

Tennessee, this site’s alterations permanently created a Slalom event space. The course was 

carefully planned out and carved out of the landscape through what was considered to be the 

most federal funding any venue received in 1996.174 

Four existing stadiums were used to host the rest of the Football matches. In Florida, the 

Marlin’s Park and Florida Citrus Bowl were used for preliminary rounds, with the Marlin’s Park 

also hosting quarterfinals.175 Legion Field in Birmingham, Alabama saw the rest of the 

quarterfinals, as well as a few more preliminary matches. The furthest venue, both in Football 

and out of the entire 1996 Olympics, was the Robert F. Kennedy Stadium. Located in 

Washington D.C., the stadium held preliminary matches. 
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Unlike the first three US-hosted Summer Olympic Games, nearly half of the venues used 

during the 1996 Summer Olympics were built specifically for the games. Some spaces did exist 

before the games and were minimally altered, in most cases temporarily, for the games. Several 

locations saw new locations that were entirely temporary that were expected to be removed from 

the games. The Atlanta Olympics saw the most variation in status of venue prior to the games. 

There were more new constructions overall, as well as more entirely temporary facilities. The 

1996 Games have also been noted for the number of sponsorships amassed to cover the 

expenditure, making it a unique situation financially when it comes to large amounts of purpose-

built venues. 

Los Angeles 2028 

 

Figure 12: “Map of Los Angeles 2028”, Courtesy of the IOC 2028 Evaluation Commission.  
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 The 2028 Summer Olympics will be held in America, bringing the games back to the 

states once again. Los Angeles will be joining the exclusive club of host cities, alongside London 

and Paris, who have hosted the Olympic Games three times. This grants the city Olympic 

Planning Committee an interesting opportunity where they could possibly reuse some of the 

same venues that were used in the past two games.  

 As the plans stand now, it seems definite that the 2028 games will feature some of the 

same venues as the 1984 and 1932 games did. On their website, they have already made the 

claim that they will not be constructing any new permanent structures. They currently list a total 

of twenty-four possible venues on their website.  

Among the twenty-four venues, there are a fair number of familiar names from past 

games. Memorial Coliseum will once again be the main venue space for the games. It will hold 

the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, as well as the Track and Field events.176 The Arena in 

Long Beach, California, previously a fencing and gymnastics space in the 1984 games, will be 

used this time as the location for Handball.177 Originally a purpose-built structure for the 1932 

games, the 1932 Pool in Exposition Park will be where Swimming, Swimming in the Modern 

Pentathlon, Diving and Water Polo event will happen.178 

Similarly, Marine Stadium, another purpose-built structure used in the 1932 games, will 

be used for the 2028 games. Yet another venue used in 1932, the Marine Stadium, will also be 

used again for Rowing and Canoe Sprints Events.179 Riviera Country Club, the 1932 Equestrian 
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venue, will instead host Golf during the upcoming games.180 Since the Riviera Country Club will 

hold Golf events this time, the Los Angeles 2028 Equestrian events will take place at the Santa 

Anita Park Equestrian Center.181 Temecula Equestrian Center was not used during past 

Olympics, but is already an existing venue. 

 Although not originally a space used for sports in the 1984 games, the Convention Center 

in Downtown Los Angeles will join the ranks of Olympic sports venues in 2028. The Convention 

Center was opened in 1971.182 For the 1984 Olympics, it served as the Main Press Headquarters. 

For the next Summer Games, it will be the location of Fencing, Judo, Table Tennis, Taekwondo 

Target Shooting and Wrestling events.183 Since the Velodrome used for the 1984 games has been 

demolished, a newer but existing velodrome located nearby will become the venue for Track 

Cycling.184 The newest Velodrome in Carson, California finished construction in 2003.185 

 The Arena in Inglewood, California, regularly serves as the home stadium for the local 

basketball team, the Los Angeles Clippers. In 2028, it will continue to be a basketball stadium, 

making its debut as an Olympic venue.186 Another basketball stadium, the Arena in Downtown 

Los Angeles, will also be used. Currently the home of the NBA Lakers, the WNBA Los Angeles 

Sparks and the NHL Los Angeles Kings, the venue has hosted both basketball and hockey events 
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in the past. For the 2028 Olympics, it will hold Gymnastic events, namely Artistic, Rhythmic and 

Trampoline Gymnastics.187 

Long Beach Convention Center has been assigned Artistic Swimming and Water Polo.188 

Temporarily, the space will hold enough water for those two events. Sailing Events will take 

place on the Belmont Shoreline.189 Marathon Swimming and the Triathlon events will occur 

along the Long Beach Waterfront.190  

Sepulveda Basin Recreational Area, which has not been used in past Olympic games, will 

hold the Archery, 3x3 Basketball, BMX and Skateboarding events.191 Development of the park 

wrapped up around 1991.192 Similarly, the Tennis Center in Carson, California, will be used for 

tennis events.193 This site has also not yet hosted any Olympic events, but it finished construction 

in 2003.194 

 Within the greater Digital Health Sports Park of Carson, California, the Stadium in 

Carson will be the location of the Rugby Sevens competitions. This stadium has seen 

international sports competitions in the past, as it hosted the Women’s World Cup finals in 

2003.195 The Fields, also located on the property, will be the site of a temporary Hockey 

facility.196 These areas share the same construction date with the Tennis Center.  
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Another location familiar with other large-scale, non-Olympic sporting events that will be 

used in 2028 is the Stadium in Inglewood. Having hosted Super Bowl LVI, it is the home 

stadium of the Los Angeles Rams and the Los Angeles Chargers. However, for 2028, it will be 

turned into a suitable venue for the Swimming events. Also known as SoFi Stadium, this venue 

recently opened in 2020.197 

Currently a part of the University of Southern California campus, the Sports Center in 

Los Angeles will be the location of Badminton and Rhythmic Gymnastics.198 This venue has 

been open to the public since 2006 and has seen an array of uses, from sporting to music.199 

One future 2028 venue location that does not frequently host sporting events is the 

Theater in Downtown Los Angeles. Also known as the Regal in LA Live, the site’s construction 

finished in 2010.200 It will temporarily be modified to hold the Weightlifting events.201 

Not all of the probable venues for the 2028 Summer Olympics are located in Los 

Angeles, and some are not even in California. Two existing sites have been selected in 

Oklahoma. The Whitewater Center in Oklahoma City has been used in the past Olympic training, 

but will become an official games venue as it hosts the Canoe Slalom competitions.202 Softball 

will also be an event during the 2028 games.203 The location for those events will be at the 

Softball Park, also in Oklahoma City.204 
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Some of the venues are not set in stone. Some are labeled as pending approval, either at 

the city or Olympic Committee level. The Equestrian Center in Temecula is an example of this, 

as is the Convention Center Lot in Long Beach. That means that the venues could change. More 

existing venues could be added. They could also end up turning towards new constructions. 

However, as the list stands, the Los Angeles 2028 games are optimizing their opportunities for 

reuse. 
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CHAPTER 4 

WHAT REMAINS 

 Every Olympics comes to an end. What happens to Olympic venues after the games 

conclude can look different in every Olympiad. For the United States Summer Olympic Games, 

the majority of sites implemented in the games have found a use. While the earlier games were 

more successful in maintaining a higher ratio of extant to demolished venues after the games, all 

US-hosted games have kept most of the buildings extant.  

 

Figure 13: Current Status of Venues 

Methodology 

 For this chapter, the same list of venues from the first four Summer Olympics in the 

United States were used as in the last chapter. Los Angeles 2028 venues were excluded since the 

games have not occurred yet and the status of venues post-games cannot be evaluated. To 

establish what locations are currently extant and what ones are not, several sources of 
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information were assessed. Documentation made available through the International Olympic 

Committee’s online libraries were considered first, as were documents released by local Olympic 

Committees. After that, the websites of the venues themselves were accessed. When applicable, 

this sometimes included the Athletics websites of the universities the venues were owned by. 

Local news articles were also included to fully understand the status of these locations. When 

these methods did not prove sufficient, Google Maps acted as another source of information to 

confirm buildings’ status. 

 Resources were categorized as either extant or no longer extant, with the subcategory of 

temporary existing under both. Some venues were meant to be removed after the games, but 

ultimately remained intact as value was found for them after the Olympics concluded. For this 

research, there has been no integrity assessment beyond considering whether the resources are 

extant or not. 

 In situations where use has changed significantly from what its original purpose was, and 

the form of the structure may have shifted to better represent the function, those buildings have 

been considered extant. While they have changed in use, they still serve a purpose within their 

communities. When a venue has some value, sports related or not, within the community, it is 

less likely to become a burden or a White Elephant. So, for this reason, particular use does not 

matter, so long as it is still standing and still has a use.  

St. Louis 1904 

 

Table 7: St. Louis 1904 Current Status 
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 Of the five venues discussed in the past chapter, all five are still currently extant. Francis 

Field and Gymnasium are both now a part of Washington University’s campus, and have been 

regularly used by the university since they gained ownership.205 Glen Echo Golf Course is also 

still used regularly by the association country club.206 Forest Park has changed heavily since the 

games. For example, the St. Louis Zoo has been added to the area, as were several WPA projects 

in the 1930s. However, the park is still extant, and has received regular use since the games 

concluded. There have even been additions to the park tied to the Olympic Legacy that were 

constructed after 1904.207 Creve Coeur is still regularly used by the public, as it had been before 

the games.  

 Once again, St. Louis 1904 proved to be a very modest Olympics. The locations were 

easy to maintain and find use for after the games. There were no constructions so unwieldy in 

size and cost that they had to be demolished. Despite occurring over one hundred years ago, the 

1904 Summer Olympics are the only ones in US history to have all venues still extant and in use.  

Los Angeles 1932 

 

Table 8: Los Angeles 1932 Current Status 
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 While not as successful at maintaining a purpose for every venue as the St. Louis games, 

all but two of the venues from the Los Angeles 1932 games are currently extant. The two that 

have been removed are the Olympic Village and Sunset Field Golf Club. The Olympic Village, 

originally a temporary construction built for the purpose of the games, was deconstructed shortly 

after the games. Sunset Field Golf Club, which had existed for around five years prior to the 

Olympics, are also no longer extant. Currently, houses in the Crenshaw Boulevard area stand in 

the former spot of the golf club.208  

 Eight of the ten sites considered in the prior chapter still exist today. Four of them were 

used in past games, or are expected to be reused in future ones. Memorial Coliseum and the Rose 

Bowl Stadium were used in the 1984 games and will be discussed further in that section. The 

Marine Stadium might be used in the upcoming 2028 games. The 1932 Pool in Exposition Park 

will also be used, with a few modifications to the existing structure. Both of those venues were 

originally purpose-built for the games, but have stood for nearly one hundred years. These four 

locations are still used for sporting events regularly.  

The Riviera Country Club, another existing site from the 1932 Olympics, might host 

other large-scale sporting events. The location was originally intended to host the US Women’s 

Open in 2026. However, after the Los Angeles fires, the location of that competition has been 

shifted. The golf club has not been destroyed by the fires, and is still slotted to host the US 

Men’s Open in 2031.209 

 Other locations have not been featured in large-scale sporting events since the end of the 

1932 games, but are still extant. The LA Police Pistol Club still regularly uses the Los Angeles 
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Police Pistol Range in Elysian Park.210 The presence of the games at the range has even 

expanded in later years, as some of the temporary buildings from the Olympic Village were 

added to the property. 

 While most of these sites have maintained a use similar to those they held in the games, 

two of the venues have shifted in use considerably. Exposition Park Armory is currently a public 

science education and conference center.211 The most significant change in use occurred at the 

Grand Olympic Auditorium. After the games, the venue became a significant site in the world of 

boxing, as well as a cultural hub for Mexican Americans in Los Angeles.212 However, this period 

in its history came to an end after low attendance numbers made it pose a burden on owners and 

fight promoters. After the location stopped being used for boxing, it briefly became a music 

venue. Recognizable musicians played in the auditorium, such as Rage Against the Machine, 

who recorded their 2003 album “Live at the Grand Olympic Auditorium”.213 The Grand Olympic 

Auditorium did not remain a concert scene. In 2005, ownership and use changed once more. 

Now, the former Olympic venue is currently the Glory Church of Jesus Christ Korean Church.214 
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Figure 14: “Grand Olympic Day 6”, Courtesy of Glory Church of Jesus Christ. 

 Only two of the venues used during the 1932 Olympics have been destroyed. One of 

those venues was expected to be temporary, and intended to have a minimal impact on its 

environment. The other venue no longer brought in enough revenue to continue to remain open. 

It was destroyed and replaced with housing as the needs of Los Angeles changed. Despite the 

loss of two venues, the 1932 games had an 80 percent success rate in maintaining venues nearly 

one hundred years into the future. Use has not always remained the same throughout the years, 

but the eight surviving buildings have been able to provide the community with usable public 

locations long after the games ended. 
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Los Angeles 1984 

 

Table 9: Los Angeles 1984 Current Status, Part 1. 

 

Table 10: Los Angeles 1984 Current Status, Part 2. 

 Twenty of the venues used in the 1984 games are still extant today. Many of the sites still 

hold similar uses as they did before and during the games. Eight existing locations are used as 

they were during or before the games. Prado Shooting Range is still used as a gun range and 

hosts regular trainings and events.215 El Dorado Park still exists today and is run by the city of 

Long Beach, as is Long Beach Downtown Shoreline Marina. Similarly, Weingart Stadium is 

maintained by Los Angeles County. Dodgers Stadium is still home to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
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Both equestrian parks, Santa Anita and Fairbanks Ranch are still operating as horse parks, 

though the temporary elements at Fairbanks were dismantled. Anaheim Convention Center has 

gone through improvements to make it a more flexible event space, but otherwise remains a 

rentable convention space.216 

Some locations might see future games, or were used in past ones. Memorial Stadium 

falls under both of these categories, as it was used for the 1932 games, and will possibly be used 

for 2028. The Rose Bowl was used in 1932, but has not yet been listed as a possible venue 

location. However, it is still currently extant. The stadium is used regularly for the College 

Football playoffs, hosting the Rose Bowl game. It is also the home stadium for the UCLA Bruins 

Football team. Although it was not used in 1932, the Long Beach Convention Center, much like 

Memorial Stadium, might be reused in the 2028 Olympics.217 Currently, it is owned by the venue 

company ASM Global.218 

Similar to the 1932 Olympics, most venues only featured once in Olympic games. Also 

like the prior games, some venues still exist physically, but their use has changed vastly. The 

Forum in Inglewood is a strong example of this. Similar to the Grand Olympic Auditorium, the 

venue served as a religious center at one point. After two local professional sports teams moved 

to a different arena, the location fell into disuse until it became a church.219 However, its use 

changed again. It is now referred to as the Kia Forum and is used for musical events.220  
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Figure 15: “Kia Forum”, Courtesy of PR Newswire. 

 Colleges have kept up several other past venues whose use has stayed relatively the same. 

Ten of the existing twenty venues are currently owned and operated by local universities. 

University of Southern California has maintained and used the swimming pools, also known as 

Uytengsu Aquatics Center, since they were constructed for the games. Their football stadium is 

the Memorial Coliseum. Harvard’s Stadium is still standing, after a few renovations in 1998 and 

2006.221 The Titan Gymnasium is still maintained by Cal State Fullerton, who use the space for 

basketball games.222 Cal State Los Angeles’ University Gym was known as the Eagle’s Nest 

during the Olympics.223 The gym currently serves as the home stadium for their basketball and 

volleyball teams. The Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium underwent renovations, but is still 

extant today and used regularly by the school’s football and lacrosse teams.224 Gersten Pavilion 
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is currently home to Loyola Marymount University’s basketball teams.225 Pauley Pavilion, after 

$136 million dollars’ worth of renovations over the years, is still used by the University of 

California, Los Angeles.226 The Rose Bowl Stadium is also located within that campus. The Los 

Angeles Tennis Center has been regularly used by UCLA since the conclusion of the games.  

 Not all college-owned locations used in the 1984 games made it, however. Stanford 

Stadium was demolished in 2006, with a new stadium going up where the Olympic venue once 

stood.227 The Cycling Dome, located in California State University, was also demolished in 

2003. This location was replaced with a new sports venue as well. A year after the demolition, 

construction for the VELO Sports Center started.228 Yet another example of college-owned past 

Olympic venues being demolished occurred in Pepperdine University. In 2013, Raleigh Runnels 

Memorial Pool was demolished and completely revamped.229 

 Venues not tied to colleges also have had issues keeping open. One non-university related 

venue was destroyed after 1984. Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena, the former boxing venue 

for the games, was demolished in 2016.230  

Two sites were expected to be temporary in the 1984 Olympic Games. These sites were 

the alterations to Lake Casita and Coto de Casa. Both of the broader locations still exist. The lake 
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still serves as a park and Coto de Casa is still a gated community. However, the significant 

additions they created temporarily for the sake of the games no longer exist. Lake Casitas’ 

Olympic alterations were removed immediately after the games, as were the changes in Coto de 

Casa’s. 

Overall, six venues from the 1984 games did not survive to present day. Around 77 

percent of venues used for the games are still used today. Though there were four more venues 

that were obsolete in these games than there were in the games last held in Los Angeles, 

proportionally around the same umber of sites were lost over time. Los Angeles 1984 saw a leap 

in the number of venues used overall, but was able to maintain around the same loss rate as it did 

with the ten sites it used over fifty years in the past. Los Angeles 1984 was the first within the 

history of US-hosted Summer Games to be part of the overall trend of extravagant Olympics, 

with sixteen more venues than the games before it. However, the city has thus far been able to 

maintain a great majority of the locations forty-one years later.  

Atlanta 1996 

 

Table 11: Atlanta 1996 Current Status, Part 1. 
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Table 12: Atlanta 1996 Current Status, Part 2. 

 Atlanta’s 1996 games had the most venues out of any US-hosted Summer Olympic 

Games. At twenty-nine total locations, including the Olympic Village, it beats out the record 

held by Los Angeles 1984 by only three additional venues. It will likely hold this record, as Los 

Angeles 2028 is currently only at twenty-four planned venue locations. Of the twenty-nine spots, 

six are no longer extant.  

While Atlanta had one of the largest ratios of new, purpose-built structures to existing 

sites, many of their new sites had planned uses even prior to being built. Some venues were 

planned to be used by city or county-level recreation departments. Others were gifted to colleges 

and universities. However, not all of the venues, new or previously existing, survived. The 

organizing committee intentionally tried to select uses as a way to mitigate the possible 

obsolescence of the buildings. If they could not find an existing site that was suitable, they might 

try to construct a building with an expressly planned purpose afterwards. 

 Many of the sites used for the Centennial Olympics are now currently operated by county 

or city governments. The Equestrian Center, Centennial Olympic Park, Wolf Creek Shooting 
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Range and Atlanta Beach are all extant sites considered in the previous chapter that are run by 

local governments. The Equestrian Center in Conyers, Georgia is still extant and run by the city. 

It is now referred to as the Georgia International Horse Park, and has expanded its use to include 

musical performances as well as equestrian events.  

Centennial Olympic Park still serves as a public park for Atlanta. It has undergone a few 

revitalization efforts since the games, with the most recent occurring in 2024.231 However, many 

of the elements that connected the public space to the 1996 Olympics are still visible today. The 

brick paving within Centennial Plaza is still intact, as are structures like the Gateway of Dreams 

and the Fountain of Rings.232  

The Wolf Creek Shooting Range is still open, but is currently called the Tom Lowe 

Shooting Grounds. Regularly used by the public for skeet shooting, the range is currently 

operated by the Fulton County Department of Parks and Recreation. Atlanta Beach, now referred 

to as Clayton County International Park, is also a county-run recreational center. 

 Some locations ended up in the hands of local colleges, even when they were not planned 

to do so before the games concluded. Georgia State University now owns Centennial Olympic 

Stadium. Originally the location of the Atlanta Braves and referred to as Turner Field, the 

stadium was built to host the Braves after the demolition of Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. 

However, by 2016, the Braves had moved on. Now the stadium is used by the university for 

football.  

 Some purpose-built sites for the games were actually expected to become a part of nearby 

college campuses. Georgia State University, for example, ended up receiving the Olympic 

 
231

 Josh Green, “Splashy Upgrades on Tap for Iconic Centennial Olympic Park Fountain,” Urbanize Atlanta, 

February 28, 2025, https://atlanta.urbanize.city/post/centennial-olympic-park-fountain-project-upgrades-images.  
232

 “Centennial Olympic Park ,” Georgia World Congress Center Authority, 2023, 

https://www.gwcca.org/centennial-olympic-park. 



 

82 

Village after the games. The Olympic Village was converted into dormitories for the school. 

They remained under the care of the university until 2007, when they were turned over to 

Georgia Tech, who also uses them as apartment-style dorms.233 

 

Figure 16: “North Avenue North”, Courtesy of Georgia Tech. 

 Georgia Tech also still uses the Alexander Memorial Coliseum, though they owned this 

prior to the games. The location is now known as the Hank McCamish Pavilion. The Aquatic 

Center, now referred to as the McAuley Aquatic Center, has had a few alterations but still stands. 

Space over the pools was demolished and replaced, but the overall structure still stands. 

 Morehouse College’s Gymnasium was also purpose-built for the games, and is still used 

by the university. Although it existed before the games, Georgia States’ Sports Arena, the 

badminton venue during the games, is also still extant and regularly in use. 
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 Of the buildings tied to colleges that existed prior to the games, all four of the spaces 

used for Football events are still open. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium, Marlin’s Park, 

Legion Field and Sanford Stadium are all extant. All returned to normal use within their 

respective universities. Stegeman Coliseum, on the University of Georgia’s campus alongside 

Sanford Stadium, has survived to 2025.  

  One venue owned by a university has not fared as well as the others. Currently, 

Clark Atlanta University has ownership of the former Herndon Stadium. The stadium is still 

extant, but after some legal battles over property ownership, it fell into disuse in 2014.234 There 

is now talk that it could possibly be demolished, as it is proving to be an economic burden. 

Stone Mountain served as one of the hubs for the games. Two of the three venues that were 

constructed in that area were intended to be temporary. Both the Velodrome and Archery venues 

were deconstructed after the games, and the site was returned to its original, nature-focused 

recreational purpose. However, the Tennis courts in Stone Mountain were built for permanent 

use after the games ended. They were used up until 2007. After being abandoned, they sat until 

they were finally demolished in 2018.235 Lake Lanier’s Olympic Venue and Wassaw Sound were 

also expected to be temporary. However, both have elements that are still in use today. Lake 

Lanier even has a non-profit associated with the Olympic Legacy of the games in that area.236 

 Construction for the Georgia Dome started seven years before the Olympics, but it was 

also demolished in 2017. The Omni’s demolition was slated for shortly after the games. The 
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coliseum had already been dealing with repeated damage to the roof and walls. The Cor-Ten 

steel that made up much of its construction already had significant signs of decay. That decay 

caused sufficient enough and consistent expenses for the site to be demolished in 1997. By 1999, 

the Philips Arena stood in its place.237 

 The World Congress Center, another existing site, has had a different fate. After a few 

renovations, the building has remained extant since the games. Golden Park in Columbus, 

Georgia, has also stood the test of time. Originally constructed in 1926, it is still used by the city 

for baseball. However, there are very heavy renovations coming in the next few years that might 

overhaul the current park.238 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, each of the Olympic Summer Games hosted in the United States has been 

able to maintain a relatively high number of venues after the games have ended. The highest 

success rate was with the 1904 games, as St. Louis has been able to maintain all of their past 

venues. However, no Summer Games within the US have fallen below the rate of 77 percent 

Reuse of buildings has become gradually more intentional, with Atlanta having the most specific 

examples of planning for after the games. Intentionally temporary venues were first seen in Los 

Angeles, and have become an important way since to plan for after the games.  

What has survived to the present day is rarely ever exactly as it was during the Olympics. 

While venue retention rates are overall high throughout the Olympics, the integrity of those sites 

is never retained. In every surviving example, there have been some modifications to the site 

that, at the very least, impacts the materials or the design of the site. 
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New requirements are placed onto sporting sites as they age. One of the most expected 

shifts occurs with the alteration of seating capacity. Sites become more and less popular through 

the years, as the teams who use the arenas frequently fluctuate in popularity. Shifts in seating 

capacity are one of the most minimal changes a site can make, but even this alteration impacts 

the integrity of the design of the space. An example of this is Sanford Stadium, which has 

undergone several phases of additions to its seating capacity. With these changes, the overall 

form of the stadium has shifted away drastically from what it was originally constructed as and 

even changed since the 1996 games. 

Sporting sites are, by nature, constantly in flux. The idea of integrity of sites often applied 

to other spaces is not compatible with the current culture surrounding sporting venues. In all the 

sites used during the US-Hosted Summer Olympics, all surviving venues lost at least some 

aspects of their integrity over time. This cannot be judged as a success or failure of the 

International Olympic Committee, or of the individual organizing committees, as the current 

understanding of integrity is incompatible with sporting sites in general. This is why the matter 

of integrity will not be considered a requirement of sustainable games in this research.  
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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSION 

 The US-hosted Summer Games overall reflect the international trends of venue 

construction. The games prior to and during the Great Depression saw fewer venues used overall, 

with most already existing before the games. Olympics following the economic crash were more 

extravagant, using the games as an opportunity to display the wealth and relevance of the host 

cities. The games then became a way to place host cities on the map internationally, and to 

possibly shift predetermined assumptions made about the area. Later on, after the IOC became 

involved in the worldwide increase in sustainability methods, host cities started to focus on 

reusing existing sites once more, rather than constructing something new.  

The earliest games in the United States, the 1904 Olympiad in St. Louis, saw in total the 

fewest number of venues. All five of the sites that matched the criteria discussed in Chapter 3 

were built prior to the games and would have existed with or without the Olympics coming to the 

city. 1932, which took place in the midst of the Great Depression, also relied fairly heavily on 

existing structures. Only ten sites were used in total, and of the ten, eight had been used by the 

community before the games started. These two games represented early patterns of constructing 

very few venues for the sake of the games, or none at all in the case of St. Louis.   

 The next batch of US-hosted Summer Olympics continued to follow international trends 

within the Olympic Movement. The 1984 games saw twenty-six venues used in total for the 

games. Of those twenty-six, seven venues were built for the games. Los Angeles was the first 

US-hosted Summer Olympics to heavily implement the financial assistance from sponsorship 
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deals. Los Angeles used these Summer Games to display their relevance internationally. Hosting 

the games was an opportunity to televise a curated image of the city worldwide. The construction 

of new sporting sites served as a way to bring new sporting opportunities to the greater area. 

New construction could be used as a tangible manifestation of the concept of a growing greater 

Los Angeles area that the organizers of the games hoped to project to the public.  

 The 1996 Games are an even stronger representation of this period of the Olympics 

Movement. Atlanta platformed the most venues out of any of the Olympic Games. Twenty-nine 

sites were used in total, and nearly half of them were purpose-built. More so than even Los 

Angeles, Atlanta’s organizers used purpose-built structures to move the city towards the image 

they hoped to manifest. Their newly constructed Olympic Stadium is a strong example of this. 

The stadium would serve as one of the most heavily televised and visited sites for the entirety of 

the games. The purpose-built structure would create a vision of a new Atlanta, full of growing 

opportunities. Expenses were not spared for these games, especially since, similar to during the 

1984 games, Atlanta organizers were able to use sponsorship investments. 

 The upcoming Los Angeles 2028 games best reflects what the IOC has claimed to want 

from future Olympics. All but one of the proposed venues already exist. There is an emphasis on 

reusing existing venues, rather than showing off the city through purpose-built sites. Temporary 

sites will be used when a permanent, existing structure is not sufficient enough. Los Angeles 

2028 promises to be one of the most sustainable, when it comes to reuse and holding off on 

building new just for the sake of new.  

 Temporary venues are not new within the context of US-hosted Olympic Games. The 

1984 games were the first US-hosted Summer Games to have venues who were intended to be 

fully dismantled following the conclusion of the games. The venues located in Coto de Casa 
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were very heavily temporary, and they were dismantled shortly after the games. Lake Casitas’ 

venue additions were also temporary, and they were also removed from the recreational space 

after the games. Atlanta followed suit in 1996 with the temporary sites at Wassaw Sound, Stone 

Mountain and Lake Lanier. Stone Mountain’s Velodrome was deconstructed after the games. 

Elements of the venues at Wassaw Sound and Lake Lanier, on the other hand, still exist today.  

Temporary venues are a way to address the need for a new construction, without having 

to dedicate the money up front to construct an entirely new, permanent structure. They also cut 

back on the possibility of White Elephants for the host city, as well as the possible environmental 

impact a permanent structure might have on its environment. Temporary construction is a route 

that host cities can take which plans for the venue to go unused, but to do so in a way that will 

minimally impact the wallet of the organizing committee before the games, as well as the host 

city afterwards. The construction of temporary sites follows the IOC’s most recent 

recommendations, and will bring Los Angeles 2028 closer to the goals created by the non-

governmental organization. 

 While the specific use of the permanent venues after the games was discussed in the past 

chapter, overall, the retention rates for US-hosted Summer Games were fairly high. The reuse of 

buildings varied across the games, and within individual case studies as well. Cities and counties 

oftentimes reused both already existing and purpose-built venues. Colleges are also frequently 

the recipients of locations after the games. Beyond those two larger domains, there are also 

examples of use through local sporting clubs, residential communities and even churches.  

 Although the games varied heavily on their ability to reuse structures for the purpose of 

the games, rather than build new, there does not seem to be a correlation between that and the 

ability to maintain use of venues after the games. In Los Angeles 1932, the three purpose-built 
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buildings had a 66 percent chance of success after the games, with only the temporary Olympic 

Village being removed. Similarly, 50 percentof the sites destroyed since the games were already 

extant at the time of the games. The next games in Los Angeles only lost two purpose-built 

venues after the games, with those two accounting for six total sites that went unused. The 

thirteen purpose-built structures in the 1996 games account for exactly 50 percentof the sites 

demolished, which is proportional when compared with the ratio of purpose-built to total number 

of venues. 

 From the case studies found within the United States, it is possible to conclude that there 

is no direct correlation between the use of existing structures for venues in the Olympic Games 

and the fate of the venues after the events conclude. The key to greener games might exist 

through other changes to planning beyond simply focusing on implementing any existing 

infrastructure. 

One of the most obvious opportunities for reuse within the games is through city and 

county parks and recreational centers. All of the Summer Olympic Games incorporated purpose-

built and existing venues into local-level recreational departments. This is oftentimes the go-to 

when trying to determine how venues should be used after the games. It is also one of the selling 

points for hosting the games, as the legacy afterwards can leave the city with new infrastructure. 

However, this form of ownership is also one of the highest causes of concern for possible host 

cities. It can place taxpayers in danger of footing the bill for possible White Elephants. If cities 

are the recipients of purpose-built sites, planning for these sites should heavily consider this 

future. The needs of the city, unrelated to the games, should be considered and addressed, rather 

than expecting the city to find a use for a venue built for a one-time event.  
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Centennial Olympic Park serves as an example of this sort of planning for a purpose-built 

structure after the games. The creation of the park was designed to revitalize an area of 

warehouses suffering from deferred maintenance.239 The park was situated on those properties, 

and has since turned the area into a hub for event spaces and museums. While creating 

something new for the games, the design also took into account what the city needed addressed. 

This consideration early on has prevented Centennial Olympic Park from going unused. 

Atlanta offers another example of planning for after the games. Around the time Atlanta 

was bidding for the 1996 games, Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium was starting to become 

obsolete. The existing design no longer fit the needs of the Atlanta Braves. Aware of the 

upcoming problems with the stadium, Atlanta submitted within their bid hopes to construct an 

Olympic Stadium which would serve as the new Braves stadium after.240 As the stadium was 

constructed, the Atlanta Braves were consulted during the design process. Although this stadium 

is no longer the home to the local MLB team, it is still regularly used by Georgia State 

University. The planning early on for after the games helped the stadium find an immediate use. 

Once that team outgrew it, the stadium was established enough that it was available for another 

team’s use. 

Georgia State University is far from the only college to ever end up with a purpose-built 

Olympic venue. Local colleges often end up with the ownership of new venues. They provide an 

opportunity to offload some of the responsibility of maintaining those venues after the games. 

Universities typically provide an already existing need for sporting facilities, as they will 

 
239

 “Stop 12: Centennial Olympic Park,” Atlanta History Center, September 13, 2021, 

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/programs-events/public-programs/olympic-paralympic-games-

celebration/sites-and-venues-of-96/centennial-olympic-park/. 
240

 “Atlanta 1996- Candidature File ,” Atlanta 1996 - Olympic World Library, 1989, 

https://library.olympics.com/Default/doc/SYRACUSE/30227/atlanta-1996?_lg=en-GB, 61. 



 

91 

typically have a team already existing, or hopes to establish one. Oftentimes, turning ownership 

over to colleges is also seen as in line with the vision of the games. By doing so, local organizing 

committees are promoting amateur sports, one of the earliest goals of the Olympic Games. 

Beyond the ownership of new, purpose-built sites, already existing college facilities can 

be used for the purpose of hosting the games. This is one of the largest contributors of existing 

sites, starting even within the St. Louis games. For many universities, there is already at least one 

facility used for sports. In large urban centers, there are also often several colleges surrounding 

the area. In the case of all of the games, there was at least one existing university near the center 

of the games. Within those universities, there was at least one existing facility that could be used 

for the purpose of hosting one of the Olympics sporting events.  

The United States’ universities and their investment within their sports programs might 

only be applicable within the country. America has a unique interest in college-level sports. 

There are oftentimes more sporting venues on campuses than might be elsewhere internationally. 

Purpose-built sites for the Olympics might also be better adapted into regular campus use, as 

programs are more likely to exist. Some countries are starting to quickly expand their university-

level sporting expenditure. In the past decade, China has greatly increased the number of 

sporting facilities within their campuses as a way to promote athleticism in their schools.241 This 

would leave the country with more opportunities for reuse of existing facilities if they were to 

host Olympic Games again. However, for the moment, the United States has the best selection of 

sporting venues tied to colleges. 

Several of the twenty-four venues currently declared for the 2028 Summer Games are 

part of college campuses. The Rose Bowl Stadium, USC Sports Arena and Memorial Stadium 
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have been owned and operated by local universities prior to the Olympics, for example. Colleges 

in the United States grant organizers more options for selecting existing venues. 

While using college facilities for the games might be helpful, purpose-built stadiums 

inherited by college campuses might be more at risk of demolition than if they were operated by 

the city or local sporting organizations. During the 1984 games alone, four venues attached to 

local universities have been destroyed in order to be remodeled or replaced, accounting for 66 

percent of the sites lost from those games. Although not all of those attached to universities were 

purpose-built, this highlights a trend with university sporting facilities in America. Sporting 

facilities’ importance to the reputation of American schools has been highlighted above. As 

much as this drives the creation of these facilities, it also can cause their demolition. Sporting 

facilities are very front facing university sites, as non-students might come to view events there 

more frequently than they would visit academic buildings. With so many eyes on these sites, 

their designs might seem to become obsolete quicker and more rapidly in need of replacement. 

To counter this, if a facility is constructed with the intention of becoming part of a 

campus later on, there needs to be an emphasis in creating a flexible design. In the United States 

in particular, sporting venues are a projection of the university’s finances and school pride. By 

creating a flexible design that is not too baked in the design fads of the times, it is more likely 

that the building will just face renovations, rather than demolition. Aside from design elements 

relating to aesthetic features, making the sites more flexible to other uses might also help. 

Creating sporting sites that are capable of supporting several different sports could help curb 

future pressures to demolish the building, as even if one particular sport grows out of the site, it 

could still be used for another. 
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Flexible spaces might be the answer to saving any purpose-built sites. Several spaces 

within the past US-hosted games have been converted into uses beyond sporting. One of the 

most memorable alterations in use has been that of the Grand Olympic Auditorium, used during 

the 1932 Olympics. This location was a mecca within the world of boxing, but eventually 

became a music venue. Once it was no longer useful for performances, the site’s ownership 

changed again and turned into a church. Since 2005, the former boxing arena has maintained 

regular use as a church. The Forum in Inglewood, similarly, also served as a church at one point. 

However, it is now a music venue. Exposition Park Armory has been used recently as a science 

education center. 

Sites that have not been confided in use to sports are more likely to find and maintain use 

after the games. This expands the ways they can be valuable to the surrounding community.   

Using non-sporting spaces has been promoted by the IOC in recent years. The US-hosted games 

support this idea. One of the more unique examples of this was the use of Riviera Country Club, 

particularly the parts of the area that were within a gated community. Several conference centers 

have also been used, primarily during the 1996 games. Los Angeles 2028 will be following this 

theme, with several conference centers and theaters already selected as venues.  

The IOC has stated their belief that non-sporting venues as Olympic venues might be 

another element that will bring about a greener games. This research supports that. Of all the 

venues that are not primarily sporting or outdoor recreational focused in all of the listed games, 

only the Coto de Caza venue was been dismantled. All other spaces have been able to find other 

uses after the games and remain extant. 

Los Angeles will serve as possibly the best example yet of the Cyclical Model Olympic 

Games. Similar to Paris 2024, the 2028 games will be the third time the city has hosted the 
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games. There will be some sites that have been used for three Olympics. Los Angeles has the 

unique opportunity to reuse sites that were seen in past games, and organizers are seizing the 

opportunity. Unlike the typical existing building, these venues have already stood the test of past 

Olympics. They have also survived the aftermath of a concluded games. Reusing host cities, not 

just sporting venues, might be another key to greener games. The infrastructure in place, even if 

dated, is suited for the Olympics mega-event as well as regular, everyday use. With money 

invested in updating those sites rather than building new or demolishing the obsolete, this option 

will prove more sustainable. If the IOC were to focus on rotating between a handful of Olympic 

host cities, money could be constantly reinvested in a set of venues in each host city periodically, 

rather than one-time host cities every four years having to scramble to find or create venues for 

this mega event. 

Overall, when examining the US-hosted Summer Olympics, there is no direct correlation 

between reusing existing structures being enough to save host cities from the possibility of 

unsustainable, large-scale sporting sites. Though this is an important step that can help move the 

city closer to reducing that risk, there are several other elements that could be implemented to 

bring about greener games. The specific buildings being reused must be considered. Beyond that, 

there also needs to be more emphasis on selecting host cities that are already capable of 

supporting the Olympics. One of the easiest ways to do this, which has now appeared in some of 

the most recent Summer Games, is by reselecting host cities multiple times. 

Furthermore, the current focus on sustainability is not preservation minded. Once the 

games are over, the focus turns towards protecting the sites from demolition and finding them a 

sustained use. While this effort does attempt to save the sites from the bulldozer, it does not take 

into account the integrity of those sites. For example, in the context of the United States Summer 
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Olympics, the existing venues spaces have overwhelmingly changed since their last use during 

the games. Some have experienced near-complete overhauls, primarily to address a shift in their 

use. Others have had smaller changes, like reflooring. Most of the sites covered have 

experienced, at the very least, changes in seating numbers. Most of the more recent games had 

temporary seating, which was removed shortly after the games, but might now have increased 

their seating capacity since. There is not a site that has gone completely unchanged or has all 

aspects of its integrity untouched.  

However, it is currently difficult for sporting sites not to sacrifice some of their integrity 

if there is hope of preserving their overall form. As mentioned before, sporting culture currently 

demands new technologies and amenities at frequent intervals. This change keeps buildings from 

falling behind, which would put them at risk of demolition. By sacrificing some of the original 

material of the games, the owners of those sites are able to keep them in use. This is not 

necessarily a weakness of the current Olympic Games, but instead something that will have to 

change within the broader world of athletics before it can be addressed by the games.  

Integrity is where preservation and sustainability diverge, in the context of Olympic 

sporting venues. However, the two fields meet again with their focus on maintaining the overall 

spaces. The two fields, though sometimes at odds in relation to sports culture, are not entirely 

opposed to one another. Integrity of sites that are as demanding of change as sporting sites needs 

to be considered at a broader level, beyond the focus of this research and even the context of the 

Olympics. Once that work is done, the idea might be further applied to the sites examined in this 

research at a later date. 

Most importantly, the overall ethos of the Olympics needs to be better established. The 

International Olympic Committee needs to address the conflicting values found when bidding to 
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host the Olympics. Are the Olympics there to create new opportunities and architectural 

development while also possibly eroding the environment and economy, or are they an act of 

preserving sporting culture, while promoting connectivity abroad and with the environment?  

When considering the US-hosted games, it seems that there is a temporary focus on 

preserving sporting heritage, but with time that eventually erodes with the growing financial 

concerns. In each one of the games, Olympic organizers focused some part of their planning on 

fostering amateur and youth sports. New arenas and stadiums were constructed with the hope of 

encouraging a growth in athletic participation within the host city. However, after the games end, 

that focus on sporting heritage oftentimes ended up in the backseat. With the increasing costs of 

supporting the sites, which is felt universally with aging sporting venues, some were converted to 

meet other city needs. Others were demolished in favor of cutting costs, or in favor of building 

something else. The Olympics promise a focus on the preservation of sporting, particularly 

amateur sporting culture. However, while each games did try to promote this idea at the start, it 

always ends up no longer the focus of the organizers after the games have concluded. 

Oftentimes, even when sporting heritage remains a part of the site, the more specific 

heritage surrounding the Olympics is lost. While there are some cases where the Olympics are 

more easily remembered by the public, like Centennial Park in Atlanta, other sites are typically 

forgotten as Olympic venues shortly after the games, or that fact becomes nothing more than a 

bit of trivia. Sometimes, the current use of the building heavily outweighs the use in the 

Olympics in the public's mind. An example of this is the Rose Bowl Stadium, which is more 

memorable as the College Football Playoff’s Rose Bowl host, rather than serving as a location 

for the Los Angeles Olympics.  



 

97 

In conclusion, the International Olympic Committee’s current focus seems to rest on 

environmental sustainability. Their current outline to achieving sustainability relies heavily on 

reuse. However, the path to greener games may not be as simple as blindly reusing existing 

structures. Based on the context of the US-hosted games, the answer may lie within better 

planning before the games for use after.  
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