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[hw]~[w] merger (Kurath & McDavid 1952)

[hw]~[w] distinction (Labov et al. 2006)
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Research Questions

Is [hw] perceived as a Southern feature by US listeners?

How salient is [hw] to US listeners?
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Hypotheses

[hw] is regional

[hw] is less salient to Southerners

[hw] is more salient in younger speakers

[hw] is perceived as Southern
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young [hw] user > older [hw] user, [w] user (p < .0001)



8

non-Southern participants ≈ Southern participants (p > .05)



χ2(1)=0.50, p>.10 
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All participants most often identified as Southern



perceived region ~ speaker * hw clicks + participant gender 10

young [hw] user identified as Southern less as clicks on [hw] increased



Participant Commentary

[hw] was noticed:

[hw] is confusing:

[hw] is regional:

[hw] is old:
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Hypotheses

trend?

✗

✓ - ?

✓ for young [hw][hw] is regional

[hw] is less salient to Southerners

[hw] is more salient in younger speakers

[hw] is perceived as Southern
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Conclusions

[hw] can be very noticeable to speakers of  US English

[hw] does not appear to be perceived as a Southern feature by non-linguist US listeners

What does this mean for its use to satirize conservative or bigoted viewpoints?

A feature with roots in Southern speech, now distanced from its direct indices?

An aberrant, humorous pronunciation suitable for mockery?
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Additional Slides



Special case of  young [hw] user

Why was [hw] so much more salient for the young [hw]-using speaker?

Age? Perceived Southernness? Acoustics?

Duration (ms)

COG (Hz) older [hw] user young [hw] user



[hw] is regional

[hw] is old

[hw] is European

[hw] was noticed

[hw] is confusing









Results: Word clicks – [w] user



Results: Word clicks – older [hw] user



Results: Word clicks – young [hw] user



Chi-square tests:
Speaker A:  χ2(1)=0.18, p>.10
Speaker B: χ2(1)=0.03, p>.10 

Log-linear model:
χ2(4)=1.04, p>.10

Chi-square tests:
Southern participants:  χ2(1)=0.23, p>.10
Non-Southern participants: χ2(1)=0.10, p>.10 

Log-linear model:
χ2(4)=4.46, p>.10
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