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A Final Report





Your Opinion matters!
The BALLOT

 

 
 

Part One 
Beautification/Physical 

Improvements 
 

Number the boxes from 1 to 7 

in the order of your preference (1 is the most 

important and 7 is least important). 

Number every box to make your vote 
count 

 

Opinion Ballot 
Fairmont-Rosenwald Griffin, GA 

Part Two 
The Rosenwald School Complex 

  
My idea for the perfect use of the old 

school building is to use it as  
 

______________________________. 
 

Are the following statements  
True or False in your opinion? 

  
 

Part Three 
The neighborhood: houses, 

meeting spaces and green space. 

  

Rank these statements. 
1 = strongly agree  

2 = agree 
3= neutral  

4 = disagree 
5= strongly disagree 

 
Neighborhood Beautification (More 
Trees, Less Litter, Better Signs, Tidy 
Sidewalks) 

 Repair Existing Sidewalks 

 
Construct new sidewalks (where they 
did not exist before) 

 
Improve the Broadway Commercial 
Corridor (including safe rail line 
passageways) 

 Beautify grounds at Rosenwald 

 
Design Guidelines for New 
Construction in the neighbourhood. 

 Improve Fairmont Homes Grounds 

 

 

 
The Rosenwald School complex is 
worthy of preservation in its entirety. 

 
The older part (rear) is the most 
important and should be preserved 
first. 

 
The Gymnasium is in poor condition 
and should be saved first. 

 
The Gymnasium is beyond hope, it 
should be demolished. 

 
Improvement at the intersection of 
Third and Kelsey are needed. 

 
The community garden is the most 
important part of the project and all 
efforts should be placed there. 

 
This project is hopeless and should 
be abandoned now. 

 

 

 
There are not enough places to live 
in the Fairmont neighborhood. 

 
The Fairmont neighborhood is safe 
and friendly. 

 
There are too many open spaces 
(park land and vacant lots) in the 
neighborhood. 

 
There are already too many 
community facilities in the 
neighbourhood. 

 
We need more organized sports in 
the neighborhood. 

 
I like very contemporary (modern) 
buildings. (SLIDE TWO) 

 
I like more traditional architecture. 
(SLIDE ONE) 

 



Why this place Matters!





Separate and unequal: On the left: a white school in Winchester, 
Virginia, in 1921. On the right a school for blacks in Brunswick County, 

Virginia, also in the early 20th. The dismal state of African American 
schools led Julius Rosenwald to provide funds for new buildings 

throughout the rural South.
University of Virginia Library



The horrors that are due to race 
prejudice come home to the Jew 
more forcefully than to others of the 
white race, on account of centuries 
of persecution which they have 
suffered & still suffer.

Julius Rosenwald -
1911









By 1932, the Rosenwald 
Fund had produced 
4,977 new schools, 
217 teacher homes, 
163 shop buildings 
at a total cost of $28,408, 
520. 

Today, that would be 
approximately 

$280,500,000. 

















These models, (which were 
similar to house  kits sold by 

Sears), were carefully  designed 
to produce a healthy learning  

environment. 



What is an equalization school?
Georgia equalization schools were constructed as a result of the Minimum 
Foundation Program for Education passed by the Georgia State Legislature in 
1949.  Implementation of this program did not begin until 1951, when the 
legislature enacted a three percent retail sales tax to fund this initiative, and 
the State School Building Authority was created to construct the school 
buildings.  Equalization refers to the doctrine of “separate but equal”, in 
which the separation of races continued in many of Georgia’s school systems 
until 1970. 



Rosenwald Building ca. 1928-29



Fairmont High & Kelsey Auditorium/Gymnasium ca. 1949



ca. 1955 Addition



ca. 1964 Addition



The Human Factor
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Proposed Pavilion Area 







Vacant Land and Open Space











Good image here.  
Don’t keep blue box.  



Alternative Design for  Pathway 









Proposed Streetscape Improvements 
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Historic Resource Inventory + Design Guidelines 

Proposed Housing Redevelopment 
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Neighborhood 
Commercial 
Revitalization along 
Broadway







Safety at the Rail Crossing













Proposed Courtyard Redevelopment  of Old Fairmont School 
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Contemporary
Image One



Contemporary
Image One



Traditional
Image Two



Traditional
Image Two



Image One
More 
Contemporary

Image Two
More 
Traditional
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