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ABSTRACT

Peanuts are an important agronomic crop to Irwin and
Ben Hill County with nearly 20,000 acres grown In
Irwin County and 5,000 in Ben Hill County annually.
Maintaining peanut profitability and quality i1s a major
concern for farmers. Production issues such as variety
selection, herbicide usage, efficient and effective
fungicide programs, tillage choices, crop budget
planning, pest management, improving peanut harvest
timing, production efficiency, maintaining crop rotation,
earlier planting dates, safe pesticide usage, accurate
calibration, and Irrigation are all constant concerns.
The county agents’ objectives are to plan and provide
ample educational opportunities to peanut farmers, the
agricultural community and consumers through
numerous and diverse methods. Issues are addressed
through production meetings, office and farm Vvisits,
phone contacts, area meetings, email, newsletters,
news articles, on-farm applied research trials, hull
scrape maturity clinics, and similar activities. A
successful peanut crop means money Is filtered
through the local economy numerous times and
Impacts agricultural and non-agricultural businesses In
both communities.

RESPONSE
County
Meetings: Peanut Production Meeting - GA Peanut
Commission Update - TM Hobbs Irwin County Farmer
Recognition, Crop Budget Meeting, Weed
Management Meeting, and Ag Awareness Day
Tools and Issues: Farm Visits, Office Visits, Phone
Calls, Soll Testing, Pegging Zone Testing , Soll
Temperature, Peanut Maturity Clinics - Dally during
harvest, Crop Budget and Crop Comparison Tools,
Peanut Rx, Pesticide Training, Farmers Market Grant,
Erratic Stands, Weed Resistance, and Peanut
Disease and Insects
Trainings and Demonstrations: Peanut Variety Trial,
Stink Bug Migration Study, Organic Peanut Trial,
Irrigator Pro - Peanut Irrigation Computer Model,
Pesticide Trainings, Nematode Study
Media: Newsletters via email, Current Webpages,
News articles — Ocillla Star, Fitzgerald Herald Leader

State and National
GA Association of County Agricultural Agents - Poster
Peanut Education for Excellence
American Peanut Research Education Society - Poster
Southeast Peanut Growers Conference
Georgia Peanut Achievement Club
Georgia Peanut Commission Grants
Georgia Peanut Commission Research Update
Georgia Peanut Farm Show
International Tours from India and Mexico
Television /Video - GA Farm Bureau, America’s
Heartland, WSST - Cordele
Newsletters submitted to Ag Fax

Irwin County Extension
Peanut Production
Meeting

SITUATION

. Peanut production involves more farmers in both
counties than any other single commodity

d Farmers demand and receilve current, unbiased
Information from UGA Extension Agents

d Peanut farm gate value $13,000,000 -
$4,000,000 - Ben Hill

d Peanut production efficiency Is important to total
farming success

d Heavy Insect and disease pressures, and irrigation
demands has magnified need for quick response
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Upcoming Dates and Events

IN THIS ISSUE: Peanut Situation, Last Season Imigation, Late Season Disease Management Decisions, 2010 Peanut Tour Next Week +« September 3 — deadline for entering heifers in the 2010-2011 Tifton HERD program —
September 14-16, Cofton Defoliation, Stinkbug Efficacy Trial in irwin County, Walk Georgia, SW District Recruitment Event rnules are at hitp/iwww caes uga_edu/commodities/animals/beeffherd/index_html

itpcd N C3 i COIMIT nimals/beef/
+ September 8 — UGA Cotton and Peanut Research Field Day — beginning at 8:30 a.m. at

o 27
Phillip Edwards Irwin County Extension Coordinator

the Gibbs Farm in Tifton, ending in the afternoon with cotton Official Variety Trals at the
Gibbs Farm.

* September 9 — GA Pecan Growers Fall Field Day — Mason Pecan Farm in Fort Valley,
GA — program begins at 8:30 a.m. — more information at www georgiapecan. org

« September 14-16 — Georgia Peanut Tour — Americus, GA and the surrounding area — for
more information go to www gapeanuts. com

+« September 21 & 22 — 2010 Georgia Grazing School — Houston C
— visit http:/fwww caes uga.edu/commoditiesifieldcropsiforagesieven
for more information

+ September 25 — South Ceniral GA Solar Power Workshop — 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in Tifton
at NESPAL — solar power basics for small agricultural uses (livestock watering, etc.) and
for residential — contact the Ben Hill County Extension Office to register

Peanut Maturity Clinics

The pressure washer and hull scrape board are setup and ready for checking maturity of
our Ben Hill County peanuts. We have already started checking samples. From what we
have seen, the peanuts could possibly be a little sooner than normal because of hotter
temperatures in June, July, and August. It would be a good idea t {
peanuts at about 115 to 120 days to see how they are progressing e
maturity range - Georgia Greener and Tifguard mature about the same as Georgia Green

i5 , nomally); Georgia-06G matures about the same as Georgia Green to about a

Georgia-02C matures 2-3 weeks later, mostly about 3 weeks later.

One way to get a quick estimate on the age of your peanuts is to use the 123-day method.
For example, if you planted your peanuts on May 1, then the comesponding day in
September (September 1), is 123 days afier planting. We also have a peanut maturity chart
that will give the number of days, based on planting date.
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IMPACT

. Over 800 peanut maturity samples were checked
by county agents in Irwin and Ben Hill County

J The use of emaill newsletters to convey
iInformation reach over 300 farmers and
agribusinesses

d 72% of peanut acreage directly impacted by
peanut maturity clinics

d Data from 2009 peanut trial was utilized by
farmers in 2010 for peanut variety selection

JAgent in adjacent state asked to be added to our
emaill list




