RADON IN GEORGIA

Georgia Radon Education Program (GREP)

Newsletter and Outreach Report
January 1, 2013 to March 31, 2013

GREP is funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs Office of Planning and Environmental Management

January : National Radon Action Month

Above: State of Georgia Radon Poster Contest student recognition at the Capitol on
January 7, 2013. Governor Nathan Deal signed the Radon Proclamation for GA.

The 2013 state winners were: 1° place- Grace Halley from Gwinnett County, Above: Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place
2" place- Alyssa Ervin from Walton County, and 3™ place- Clara Ervin from Radon Poster Contest winners,
Walton County. from top to bottom.

Although the Radon Education Program promotes radon awareness and testing year round, we place a special emphasis
on radon events and promotions throughout January, which is National Radon Action Month (NRAM).

Here are some of the highlights of the month’s events:

¢ Becky Chenhall coordinated a Radon Proclamation Event with Georgia Governor Nathan Deal which
took place on Monday, January 7th, at the State Capitol. The Governor issued and signed the Radon Proc-
lamation urging all Georgians to test for radon, and also recognized the three student state winners of the
Radon Poster Contest.

¢ Ginger Bennett attended a Hall County EnviroShare meeting in Oakwood, which focused on plans for
outreach to communities, businesses, and the general public. She gave ten attendees radon posters to post
in their company lunch rooms.
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GEORGIA RADON EDUCATORS AT WORK

January : National Radon Action Month

¢ Becky Chenhall spoke at the Athens Clarke County
Planning Department during their Healthy hour, and
approximately 30 people attended.

¢ Walton EMC printed a radon article Becky submit-
ted in a newsletter enclosed with monthly utility
bills. The newsletter was sent to about 105,000 EMC
customers, reaching across ten counties in Georgia.

¢ Ginger Bennett conducted a presentation on radon
and the importance of testing for Atlanta-based em-
ployees of the Department of Community Affairs.
Participants were given Kkits to test their homes.

¢ Walton Cable TV filmed Becky and her coworker
Molly Kimler as they did several skits to show com-
mon misconceptions many people have about radon,
such as vacuuming or opening a window to get radon
out of their house. The spot aired twice daily for a

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCLAMATION
RADON ACTION MONTH

Radon is a colorless, odorless, naturally occurring radioactive gas
that threatens the health of all the citizens of Georgia: and

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS The U.S. Surgeon General has warned that radon is the second
leading cause of lung cancer in the United States. It is the number
one cause among non-smokers; and

WHEREAS: One in 15 homes across the United States has an elevated radon

level. Any home in Georgia may have an elevated level of radon,
even if other homes in the same neighborhood do not; and
WHEREAS: Testing for radon is simple and inexpensive, and identified radon
problems can be fixed; and
WHEREAS The University of Georgia's College of Family and Consumer
Sciences and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are
supporting efforts to encourage Georgians to test their homes for
elevated levels of radon and to build new homes with radon-
resistant materials and features; now
THEREFORE: I, NATHAN DEAL, Governor of the State of Georgia, do hereby
proclaim January 2013 as RADON ACTION MONTH in Georgia.

In witness thereof. | have hereunto set my hand and caused the
Seal of the Executive Department to be affixed this 4t day of
January in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen.

week in Walton County, with an estimated viewing 2
audience of 30,000.
[ A
=2 =

Above: The Georgia Radon Action Month Proclamation

Ginger Bennett Retires

Ginger Bennett joined UGA as a Radon
Educator in 2003. After 10 years of ser-
vice, she retired in March 2013. During
her time as a Radon Educator she reached
over 50,000 consumers and distributed
7,648 radon test kits. Most importantly,
she helped Georgians develop a better
understanding of the dangers of radon in
their homes.

We thank her for her dedication to the
Georgia Radon Education Program and
wish her the best!

March 2013
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RADON OUTREACH

Program Contacts & Media Impressions January through March 2013

SIRG Data GA SIRG REPORT January 1, 2013 - March 31, 2013
ACTS Hall Walton Totals
PROGRAMS-MEETINGS 5 8 13
Participants 108 146 254
Materials Distributed 250 465 715
EXHIBITS-EVENTS 0 3 3
Participants 0 1,710 1,710
Materials Distributed 0 225 225
Il Tin
TOTAL CONTACTS 262 284 546
Medical professionals 10 b 16
Home builders 2 1 3
Reattors 1 2 3
Consumer Contacts 249 205 524
[RITUSAGE DATA Tall Walion Totals
KITS DISTRIBUTED 150 212 362
Resuits Received 93 141 234
>= 4 pCilL 28 51 79
= 4pCiL 61 17 138
Incomplete 4 13 17
% => 4 pCill. 31.5% 40.0% 36.4%
Highest Level 20.8 64.2 64.2
MITIGATION DATA Hall Walton Totals
RRNC® 0 0 0
| Mitigations® 0 0 0
Mitigabon Referrals* 30 51 81
MEDIA IMPRESSIONS Hall Walton Totals
RADIO U U U
Listeners 0 0 0
TELEVISION Z Z
Viewers ] 65,000 65,000
NEWSPAPER : g 5
Circulation 1 145,000
| NEWSLETTERS I : 3
Distribution 0 146,500 146,500
Local Web Hits®
GA SIRG WEB HITS® _ 850 1,880
TOTAL IMPRESSIONS 940 358,440 - 359,380
TOther includes radon educabonies ults of former radan educators and county FAC S/é&H Agents.
? Reported quarterfy by Southface.
? Mitigations & RRNCs completed by Cestified Mitigatars are reported annusly.
4 Bagan tracking in January 2010.
£ Web hits for www. are shared the mdon educ ators.
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RADON OUTREACH

Program Contacts & Media Impressions April 2003 through March 2013

TV Outreach

139

713

PROGRAM CONTACTS Hall DeKalb | Gwinnett | Elbert Walton | Southface | Other! Totals
Programs / Meetings 271 187 266 193 563 1,084 27 2,591
Participants 8,538 4,335 15,112 3,866 21,162 17,946 2,099 73,058
Materials Distributed 14,778 11,441 15,887 6,595 42,083 9,184 75 100,043
Exhibits or Events’ 129 86 175 63 153 67 31 704
Participants 42,655 6,558 146,287 11,978 154,626 13,798 2,996 378,898
Materials Distributed 48,555 8,947 50,145 8,057 23,965 1,296 1,346 142,311
OTHER CONTACTS Hall DeKalb | Gwinnett | Elbert Walton | Southface | Other! Totals
Total Direct Contacts 4,269 1,385 1,216 475 4,437 12,268 52 24,102
Medical professionals 459 51 242 56 712 0 24 1,544
Home builders 344 29 43 45 376 10,082 0 10,919
Realtors 453 93 85 25 202 836 28 1,722
Consumer Contacts 3,013 1,212 846 349 3,147 1,350 0 9,917
KIT USAGE DATA Hall DeKalb | Gwinnett | Elbert Walton | Southface | Other! Totals
Kits Distributed 7,868 4,271 7,853 2,893 11,240 5,192 4,600 43,917
Test Results Received 2,668 1,613 2,434 1,354 5,637 1,060 849 15,615
Highest Level 49.9 31.3 54.4 44.0 85.8 771 0.0 85.8
MITIGATION DATA Hall DeKalb | Gwinnett | Elbert Walton | Southface | Other! Totals
Mitigations? 40 0 1 5 16 22 1,699 1,783
RRNC? 2 0 0 0 10 442 1,026 1,480
Mitigation Referrals 939 249 361 91 620 412 0 2,672
MEDIA IMPRESSIONS Hall DeKalb | Gwinnett | Elbert Walton | Southface | Other! Totals
Radio Outreach 66 11 8 4,278 136 1 2 4,502
Listening Audience | 4,847,000 | 3,670,000 | 10,000 |4,020,000 | 2,683,000 2,000 377,000 | 15,609,000

1,640

Viewing Audience

25,020,100

12, 733 000

73,981,740

15, 080

21, 831 000

1, 328 000

8, 385 000

149,293,920

Newspaper Outreach 175
Circulation | 1, 325 000 | 3, 223 000 | 1, 304 817 154 800 3, 191 449 9,268,566

Newsletter Outreach 160
Distribution 29,300 249 1 6,746 9,21 5 |1 ,636,880 903,048 2,601,492

Local Web Hits® 0 1,044 20,600 0 12,000 0 0 33,644
State Web Hits® 49475 51,296 0 100,771
TOTAL IMPRESSIONS 31,231,295 | 19,637,188 | 75,343,798 | 4,208,990 | 35,364,224 | 2,284,344 | 8,837,554 | 176,907,393

10ther includes radon education/results of former radon educators and county FACS/4-H Agents.
2Reported quarterly by Southface only.
3Certified GA mitigators report their mitigations & RRNCs annually in the J-S quarter in the "other" column.
“Began tracking Jan. 1, 2010
5UGA Radon Program web hits are shared equally among the 5 radon educators
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RADON RESOURCES & CONTACTS

Georgia Indoor Radon Grant Administration
Jim Frederick, Office Director jim.frederick@dca.ga.gov
Georgia Department of Community Affairs— Office of Planning and Environmental Management
60 Executive Park South NE, Atlanta, GA 30329 404-679-3105

Adriane Wood, Grant Coordinator adriane.wood@dca.ga.gov
Georgia Department of Community Affairs—Office of Planning and Environmental Management
479 Cherry Street, Macon, GA. 31201 478-319-0433

Radon Hotline Numbers

National Hotlines

Kansas State University / EPA 1-800-SOS-RADON (1-800-767-7230)
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday — Friday

National Hispanic Indoor Air Quality 1-800-725-8312

The Radon Fix It Line: (National Safety Program) 1-800-644-6999

Get live help for your radon questions 1-800-55RADON (557-2366)*

Radon Fix-It Hotline—General information on reducing radon levels 1-800-644-6999*

Safe Drinking Water Hotline 1-800-426-4791
* Operated by Kansas State University in partnership with EPA

The Georgia Radon Education Program is funded by the U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency through the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Office of

Planning and Environmental Management, in partnership with the University of
Georgia College of Family & Consumer Sciences Cooperative Extension.

UGA Radon Program Team

Drt. Pamela R. Turner, Director
706-542-9165
priurner@uga.edu

Ginger Bennett Becky Chenhall
770-535-8290 770-267-1324

bennettg@uga.edu www.ugaradon.org chenball@nga.edu
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