.

| € ;(I \."L‘kn\'.

BEVILLE
PRESERVATION STUDY

ARBEY LL




ABBEVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION STUDY:
Preservation Strategies for the City of Abbeville

Joanne DeJausserand
Patrick Franklin
Amy Groover
Susan Hitchcock
Helen Hudson
Jill McClure
Lee Webb

March 1995

Master of Historic Preservation Program
School of Environmental Design
University of Georgia




-y |

. -y
. T

-

-_M

: -w

o

L
.

-
Ty

-

Acknowledgements

This preservation study was produced by a team
of second-year graduate students in the University of
Georgia’s Historic Preservation Program. We wish to
express our gratitude to the Greater Abbeville Chamber
of Commerce and the Downtown Development Author-
ity for sponsoring this study. We are especially grateful
to Laurie P. Whitmire, Executive Director of the Chamber
of Commerce, for her assistance and support of our
study.

John C. Blythe, Jr., of the Savannah Valley Devel-
opment Association, and Anne G. Clark of the Abbeville
County Development Board were invaluable in their
assistance in familiarizing us with Abbeville’s architec-
tural development and history.

The Abbeville Press and Banner was very helpful in
making the citizens of Abbeville aware of our survey
efforts, and we are grateful to city and county govern-
ment officials for their assistance in our research efforts.
We especially want to thank City Manager David H.
Krumwiede, Fire Chief G. Mason Speer, Jr., and Tax
Accessor Mark Sumner for their help in securing crucial
documents and maps related to our study.

Rick Green, Regional Planner with the Upper
Savannah Council of Governments, provided insight into
our survey efforts, and Nancy Meriwether, Mary
Parramore, and Tom Shaw with the South Carolina State
Office of Historic Preservation also deserve our sincere
thanks.

We would also like to thank our instructors, Pro-
fessor John C. Waters, and Professor Pratt Cassity, for
their advice and guidance throughout the length of our
project work.

We are especially grateful to the first-year students
in the University of Georgia’s Historic Preservation
Program who assisted in our survey efforts.

The assistance of Holly Anderson, Elizabeth Barker,
Corinne Blencoe, Jenny Buerkert, Peggy Callister, Mark
Chancellor, Nicole Diehlmann, and Shelia Koehler added
greatly to the effectiveness of our historic resources
survey.




Cari Goetcheus, a graduate of the University of
Georgia’s Historic Preservation Program, was very help-
ful in providing information regarding South Carolina’s
National Heritage Corridor.

Historic Gardens Consultant Christy Snipes,
M.L.A., was especially helpful in sharing her research
documenting Abbeville’s historic gardens. We also
appreciate the information we received from Bob Gary of
the Abbeville Beautification Committee.

Margaret Bowie of the Abbeville Historic Preser-
vation Commission and Mae Hutchinson of the Abbeville

County Historical Society deserve our sincere thanks for
their support and assistance.

We are also grateful to the citizens of Abbeville for
their friendly interest and understanding regarding our
survey efforts. It is our hope that this study will help
Abbeville’s citizens better understand the many historic
resources present in their town.

e

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKN OW L ED G EME N T, ki searessthas chnsiosnsaexsts seaer dssvares i
EXECU T IVE SUMM AR Y. e il i os 1
INTRODUCTION TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION.......... 5-7
A0 v o (g Rl A e R i by U il 5-6

B CONOMIC Benelils e e st ke snisapbegh sbiattars 7

ME T OO O Y e e R v s 11-14
DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY ... e et e 17-31
sPast Preservation ACRIVIIVL. ... ol i, ol il 17-18

O TTANSPOTTALION s visbitsih s sttt s A S TR 0o 2D
BAUCAIION. ... 0 R B o S 26-27
STRANMSITN i e AR o G S I SR 27-29

1 01 FTeaTa s AROPRR RO Tl e 0.5 ORI N 8 S 29-31
PLANNING AND GROWTH FACTORS...........cccccouvenen. 35-54
sDemographiCs. . i, it L, o G S 35-36
sEconomic Developthient. . qediitan i ooainaihg: 37-39
eNatural ReSOUICES. . i, ittt cs b biior bt ) 40-44

sLanid TUUSE. ol L. ot tomehiaesot ot oo B s sl St 44-48

oZoning CONAIIONS. ... uscisivsirarisubimns spisryhsieysgy 49-50
«Community Facilities... o siatiis. oiti sty 51-52

*Growth and Development Impact Summary......53-54
HISTORIC RESOURCE ANALYSIS.........cccccceeinnennnenn 55-82
sArchitectural DescIIPHONS. ... ..o suassiosantrsssmsrssss sas 57
-Residential Architecural Styles........... 58-69

-Residential Architectural Types........... 70-76

-Commercial Architectural Styles......... 77-80

-Commercial Architectural Types......... 81-82

*Residential Survey Form..........ccecceevuinurinnnnnn. 83-84
eCommercial Survey Form.........ccccevvenunnnnnen. 85-86

sSurvey DefinItiOnS. ., i i sstiiseerionsssssspe st 87-90

*SUIVEY SUIMIMATY.: .ovioibtasisnesasmbibisiciaeiaodieianss 91-100
*Recommended Local Historic Districts......101-103

*Local Landmarks.....sulsisaeseentbtonds tutiss 105-106

i




HISTORIC LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS 123-136
*History of Gardens and Landscape Features....125-135
*Recommendations

THREATS TO HISTORIC RESOURCES
*Lack of Preservation Education /Awareness
*Lack of Preservaion Policy.
*Demolition by Neglect
*Fire and Natural Disasters
*Relocation of Historic Structures
*Remuddling
eDemolition

TOOLS FOR PRESERVATION ACTION
*Local Historic Preservation Ordinance
*Local Historic Districts
*Certified Local Government
*Adaptive Use
*Zoning
*Easements
*Covenants and Reverter Clauses....
*Sign Ordinances
*Tree Ordinance
*Revolving Funds
*National Register of Historic Places
*Main Street Program
*Heritage Tourism
*Heritage Education....

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES 153-161

RECOMMENDATIONS 163-172
*Education 165-167
*Legal Considerations 167-168
*Community Development 169-170
*Technical Preservation Assistance
eImplementation of Recommendations

WORKS CITED 173-177

R T N s el e e 179-199
e Architectural Terms 181-191
*Preservation Terms 193-199




Executive Summary

This report contains information regarding
Abbeville, South Carolina’s historic resources and the
important role they play in making Abbeville a distinctive
town. Historic resources are identifed and evaluated, and
suggestions and recommendations are given to insure that
such resources are protected for current and future use.
The wealth of historic resources possessed by Abbeville
enhances the quality of life for those who live and work in
the town, as well as helping to establish Abbeville’s sense
of place. Without an understanding and appreciation for
those historic resources, Abbeville would lose a strong
component of its identity.

Abbeville claims over nine-hundred historic re-
sources as identified in the survey component of this
study. These resources encompass a very diverse spec-
trum of buildings and structures— including commercial,
residential, and industrial; high style and verncular. While
many of these resources have already been identified as
historic, one of the major themes of this report is to make
the citizens of Abbeville aware of the previously over-
looked buildings that are also historic--particularly those
of a verncular character. It is essential that these buildings
are given the recognition as historically important to the
development of Abbeville.

The contents of this study may be used for several
purposes. The survey component provides a detailed
written and photographic documentation of approxi-
mately nine-hundred historic resources. It also serves as a
quick reference source for such information as architec-
tural styles or types, as well as the concentration of re-
sources. A key element of the preservation study is the
advocacy packet, which allows for heritage education and
the promotion of preservation awareness for all citizens of
Abbeville. The recommendations and suggestions com-
prise a primary section of this study. This section intends
to give guidance as to possible means and methods to
protect Abbeville’s historic resources. The Preservation
Information Manual includes brochures, pamphlets, and
beneficial literature that pertain to all aspects of historic
preservation.




As a preservation study, this document is intended
to be a tool used by the citizens of Abbeville to protect
their built heritage. The need to view these resources as
continual contributors to the development of Abbeville is
imperative. Whether these buildings are residential, com-
mercial, or industrial, they serve as viable places in which
people of Abbeville live and work.
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Introduction

Each year students from the University of
Qeorgia’s Master of Historic Preservation Program reach
Into communities throughout the state to conduct studies
of various towns—in this case, as a component of the
Preservation Planning course. This year the program has
extended into South Carolina, to Abbeville, to produce a
study of the town’s historic resources. The purpose of this
study is to provide an analysis of Abbeville’s historic
resources, one which will serve as a basis for future pres-
ervation activity. The intention of the project is to offer
Abbeville information from which to develop preserva-
tion plans, while at the same time providing graduate
students an opportunity to use strategies and skills
learned in the program. Hopefully, the study will ulti-
mately serve as a catalyst for appreciation and protection
of Abbeville’s wide array of historic resources.

Purpose of this project:

° To document, through a comprehensive
survey, historic resources within the city
limits of Abbeville, in order to establish
potential historic districts.

To present a developmental history of
Abbeville, which will establish the historic
context for the evolution of Abbeville’s built
environment.

To evaluate Abbeville’s current and pro-
jected economic and developmental climate,
in order to determine historic preservation’s
role in Abbeville’s present and future
growth.

To provide recommendations for protecting
Abbeville’s historic resources, particularly
emphasizing local actions.

Why Preserve?
Historic resources are a crucial element of every commu-

nity. Not only do they represent an important link to its
heritage, they also hold potential for maintaining the

The basic purpose of preservation is not
to arrest time but to mediate sensitively
with the forces of change. It is to
understand the present as a product of
the past and a modifier of the future.

--John W. Lawrence
Dean, School of Architecture
Tulane University




community’s sense of place. Historic preservation, a
conservation activity which involves protection and utili-
zation of historic buildings, structures, and sites, provides

communi.ties a framewaork from Wh,mh to shapepolicies— T qualities as architectural distinction, urban planning,
those which protect valuable historic and natural re- .

\
|
l
3 i i historical context, environmental protection, and aesthetic i 1
sources. As a result of preservation activity, citizens pro-

i : - excellence, its economic benefits also make it appealing.
; tect unique and liveable places which make their towns E - PP 5

s , 1l analite of lie The various economic benefits of historic preservation |
| B e upgrading the overgl] quality of life. present a strong case for preservation and adaptive re-use, 1

= - as well as their tremendous role in community develop-
ment and revitalization.

Economic Benefits

While historic preservation insures for communities such

Because of historic preservation’s potential for civic im-
provement, many communities invest in analyses of his- 7
toric resources, Whl.Ch highlight existing resources and = - FEconomie Benefits inal
chart a path for saving them. The positive results are f

limitl di G a1 ey L. New businesses formed
alestlh:fisc, 1}; err?::;it? Bl e oonenucan = - 2. Demolition costs eliminatgd
' ‘ 3. Less time and energy required than for new
B _ construction
= 4 Tax dollars saved through rehabilitation tax
Benefits of preservation: _ 5 ?[dva'ntaget?mulated
@ preservation, enhancement, and = -y : ORESIEL = :
- . ot : . 6. Economic development stimulated by en
maintenance of existing urban ameni-

ties; too costly to replace once hanced quality of life

: 3. mm 7. New jobs created
o ke 8. Increased property and sales taxes
. the recycling, or adaptive re-use, of . 9. Decayed urban fabric decreased

old buildings and neighborhoods for
continued use and benefit;

° the maintenance, or enhancement of
property values;

. the retention of the indigenous char-
acter and sense of time and place
which provides identity to the com-
munity and its residents;

. enhancement of the aesthetic quality
of the community and promotion of
support for urban design standards;

. guidance of the orderly growth and
development of the community
(Waters, 1).

The Historic Opera House is one of the many
tourist attractions in Abbeville.
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Methodology

Phase I. Background and Approval of Funding

Seven team members comprised the Abbeville Pres-
ervation Study group, all second year graduate students
in the Master of Historic Preservation (MHP) program at
the University of Georgia. The study was a required
project in a MHP course entitled Preservation Planning,
a class designed to provide students first-hand experi-
ence in developing preservation plans to assist commu-
nities in the protection of their historic resources. John
Waters, Graduate Coordinator of the MHP program,
chose Abbeville as a potential case study for this course,
and then approached Laurie Whitmire of the Greater
Abbeville Chamber of Commerce to determine her
interest in participating and to partially fund the preser-
vation study. The Greater Abbeville Chamber of Com-
merce and the Abbeville Downtown Development
Association agreed to act as sponsors for the preserva-
tion study. Abbeville’s participation marks the first time
a community outside the state of Georgia has served as
a subject of this type of student-led preservation project.
Abbeville Preservation Study team members were
Joanne DeJausserand, Patrick Franklin, Amy Groover,
Susan Hitchcock, Helen Hudson, Jill McClure, and Lee
Webb.

Phase II: Preliminary Research and Windshield Study

Team members were assigned various tasks and
duties to prepare for the initial windshield survey of
Abbeville to determine an estimate of the town’s historic
resources. A meeting with John C. Blythe, Jr. and Laurie
Whitmire was held to discuss previous surveys of the
town and receive background information. Other back-
ground research on the town’s history and current
statistics was conducted in the Abbeville County Li-
brary.

The windshield survey occurred on Friday, January
13, 1995. During the windshield survey, team members
drove along every street in the city limits of Abbeville to
determine the approximate number and concentration
of historic resources. The windshield survey assisted in
establishing an overview of the number and location of
buildings fifty years old or older within Abbeville’s city
limits. The information gathered from this survey
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helped the team plan a strategy for an intensive survey
of Abbeville’s historic resources to be undertaken during
a later phase of the project.

Phase III: Primary Research

Team members continued researching various com-
ponents of the study, including Abbeville’s developmen-
tal history, community demographics, current economic
trends, planning and zoning practices, and other factors
pertinent to future preservation efforts. This research
included interviews with professionals and in-depth
archival and library research. Information was also
acquired various sources: from state and federal agen-
cies, previous studies and plans (including a previous
survey), planning studies, and facade evaluations. The
research compiled during this phase of the study as-
sisted team members in the formulation of effective city-
specific preservation strategies and recommendations.

Phase IV: Intensive Historic Resources Survey

Teams members used city maps and information
from the windshield survey to divide Abbeville into five
survey sections for the intensive survey of the town’s
historic resources. Each team member was assigned a
section to survey. Eight first year graduate students in
the MHP program assisted in the survey process and
were also assigned a specific section.

During the two days of surveying, which occurred on
Wednesday, January 25, and Thursday, January 26, 1995,
each group walked the streets of its section, photograph-
ing and completing a survey form on every historic
building. The two survey forms, one for residential
historic buildings and the other for commercial build-
ings, were designed using the South Carolina survey
form as a basis, yet with alterations to the form to make
the survey process more user friendly. Categories on the
survey form related to a building’s physical character,
including architectural style, type, material, decorative
elements, landscape features, and condition. These
completed survey forms with attached photographs

provide a thorough record of Abbeville’s historic re-
sources.

Phase V: Analysis of Survey Data

After completion of the intensive survey, informa-
tion from the forms was analyzed, specifically address-
Ing categories such as high style architectural types and
vernacular forms, date of construction, and condition.
Resulting data was illustrated in chart form and applied
to the development of historic resource maps showing
number and location of building styles in the town. The
data accumulated assisted in formulating recommend-
ing local historic districts.

Phase VI: Recommendations

Following the intensive research and analysis phases
of the study, the team formulated recommendations
that Abbeville should implement to preserve its historic
resources. All recommendations were geared to be
specific to Abbeville’s preservation needs. The recom-
mendations were divided into four categories: educa-
tion, legal considerations, community development,
and technical preservation assistance. Within each of
these categories, sub-categories were developed to
target specific areas. To assist the town in prioritizing
the recommendations, a three phase implementation
strategy was also provided. The following is a summa-
tion of the recommendations for Abbeville:

Education

‘Advocacy packet

Preservation awareness
Coordinating preservation efforts
Community heritage education
Unrecognized resources
African-American resources
Landscapes

e ©¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 o ™
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Legal Considerations

Local preservation ordinance
Certified Local Government status
Zoning

Preservation planner

Preservation plan

American with Disabilities Act

III. Community development
Tourism

Recruit clean and green industries
Second-development/Adaptive use
Land use plan

13
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Past Preservation Activity

1972 s Following the adoption of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 Abbeville initiated the
nomination of the town square and surrounding
residential areas to the National Register of Historic
Places. Due to the infancy of the Historic Preserva-
tion Act and the lack of experience dealing with the
new legislation, the town was not required to con-
duct a formal survey of the town’s historic re-
sources. Therefore, the 1972 nomination only iden
tifies the town’s landmark structures and does not
recognize the wide spectrum of historic resources
found in Abbeville. The 1972 nomination also lacks
information regarding the town’s historic land
scapesand outbuildings.

1975 e Trinity Episcopal Church underwent restoration and
1976 was subsequently listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

1976 *The Abbeville County Museum was established as a
part of the nation’s bicentennial celebration. Lo -
cated in the old county jail, circa 1850, the museum
focuses on the history and culture of Abbeville
County.

1979 e A storefront study of the Abbeville town square was
conducted by John M. Bryan Ph.d for the United The Abbeville County Museum.
States Department of Interior. The project,
entitled Using Grants-in-Aid Funds for Rehabilitation
Planning and Project Work in the Commercial Town
Square, provided a framework by which individual
property owners could rehabilitate their downtown
commercial buildings, while simultaneously keep-
ing within a historically authentic scheme.

1979 e As a result of the storefront study major renovation

1980 and restoration began in the central business dis-
trict of Abbeville. Storefront renovations began in
1979 with seed money from the Department of the
Interior, as well as $1.5 million from businessman,
Joseph Hardin, for the restoration of the Eureka
Hotel, now known as the Belmont Inn. George
Settles, former executive director of the Abbeville
County Development Board, assisted in finding




The Town Square.
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over $500,000 in grants and other funding for the
renovation of the Opera House. As a result of
intense preservation efforts, nineteen buildings on
the town square were revitalized.

1983 * Based on the survey done in 1981-1982, another
National Register nomination was submitted to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. A more
complete history of the town and historic resources
was included within the up-dated nomination.

1989 *In 1989, the Abbeville Historical Society was given

1995 the McGowan-Barksdale House located on North
Main Street. Immediately, the society began apply
ing for several grants to cover restoration costs;
finally, in 1992, they were awarded a State Archives
and History $25,000 matching grant. Recently, the
society also received a $46,000 matching grant
which was provided by the Department of
Transportation’s ISTEA program.

1990 *Guided by John C. Blythe, the town of Abbeville

1991 began work on a local preservation ordinance. The
draft of the ordinance was discussed and later
tabled. At this time, the ordinance is again being
considered by the city.

1992 »Under the leadership of Margaret Flynn Bowie, the
Burt-Stark Mansion was established as National

Historic Landmark through the National Park
Service.

1995 eUniversity of Georgia Masters of Historic Preserva
tion students conduct a historic resources survey
within the entire Abbeville city limits. Based on the
survey information recommendations will be made
regarding the town’s historic resources.

Developmental History of Abbeville

Historical records suggest the Cherokee Indians
were the earliest settlers in the western portion of South
Carolina. Although there is no formal record, it is widely
accepted the Cherokee Nation established the Black Bear
Trail-a forest path which traveled along the high ground
between Long Cane Creek and Little River. The Cherokees
used the trail and the nearby spring in their hunting and
fishing expeditions.

The same natural resources and plentiful game that
drew the Indians to the South Carolina Piedmont region
also attracted the colonists to the area. In 1716 the colonial
authorities in Charles Towne organized peltry trading in
the area under the agency of James Moore. Colonial
settlement soon followed and, in 1730, Sir Alexander
Cuming acquired a treaty from the Cherokees that identi-
fied the English as ‘Protectors’ of Indian lands. Title to the
lands to the south and east of Long Canes were obtained
by Governor Glen, in 1747. Between 1751 and 1754, Gov-
ernor Glen secured Colonial access to the land north of
Long Canes by establishing Fort Prince at Keowee and
developing a right of way between Long Canes and
Keowee. Immediately after Governor Glen’s purchase a
permanent settlement followed.

Although the early settlement of Abbeville is usu-
ally attributed to the Huguenots, several Scotch-Irish
Presbyterian families led by Patrick Calhoun established
themselves at Long Canes, in February 1756. By the end of
1759 there were approximately thirty Scotch-Irish families
residing in Long Canes.

A steady stream of people continued to immigrate
to the area through the 1760s. Fleeing from religious perse-
cution in Europe, 200 French Huguenots led by Reverend
Jean Louis Gibert settled near Long Canes in New Bor-
deaux and New Rochelle, in the year 1764. Dr. De La
Howe, one of the French emigrants, renamed New Bor-
deaux and New Rochelle “Abbeville” after the French city
of Abbe Ville, a medieval town famous for its beautiful

churches and shrines.

The typical family...had no slaves, 200
acres, a one or two-room house,
homemade pine furniture, and pewtar
and earthenware dishes.

--Kathy Davis Cann
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Abbeville's most famous statesman,
John C. Calhoun (1782-1 850)
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In the late 1760s, General Andrew Pickens and
Major Andrew Hamilton constructed Fort Boone, now
known as Fort Pickens, on Hemphill Avenue. Sited on a
knoll with access to a spring and stream, the fort was the
first major building in Abbeville. The General allowed
public access to the spring and the town of Abbeville
developed around the natural source of water. Frame
dwellings began to appear on the high ground around the
spring and the Major himself constructed a house in the
town. Major Hamilton’s home is thought to be the earliest
structure constructed on the present location of the town
square.

As the settlement continued to grow, William and
Patrick Calhoun of Long Canes lobbied to establish a
government system in the region. In 1769, the Ninety-sixth
Judicial District was created and Abbeville officially be-
came involved in the region’s civic affairs. The Ninety-
sixth District was subdivided, in 1785, into smaller govern-
mental units; Abbeville County was created, and the town
of Abbeville was designated as the county seat. At this
time, the earliest brick building, an arsenal, was con-
structed by Major Hamilton. Soon after the first post office
was established, in 1795.

Abbeville steadily continued to grow from 1790 to
1860. Less than a day’s ride from Vienna, Petersburg,
Varrennes, Boyds, Blacks, Cambridge, and Perrin,
Abbeville was considered to be a major market town. An
1825 map of the area shows Abbeville as a centrally lo-
cated town with roads radiating from it in a spoke-like
fashion. In his 1826 publication, Statistics of South Caro-
lina, Robert Mills described Abbeville as “a pleasant vil-
lage, laid out with some order: containing, besides the
courthouse and the jail, about forty houses; and a popula-
tion of four hundred souls" (Mills, 349). However, others
did not view Abbeville as favorably; in 1857 a traveler
observed; “Abbeville is a dirty looking place, very bad

streets, and very muddy. Yet some good buildings" (Clark,
306).

_ggrsDgy
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Map of Abbeville District, South Carolina, published in the
1825 Mills' Atlas, showing the Town of Abbeville as the geographical center
of commercial activity.

A major factor which contributed to Abbeville’s .
early economic success was the area’s rich Cecil clays; this
type of clay is very conducive to the cultivation of cotton.
According to the United States Census, by 1860 Abbeville
claimed sixteen types of manufacturing related to the
cotton economy, including fifteen saw mills, eleven grist
mills, twelve blacksmith shops, nine wagon factories, and
seven tanneries. Other businesses present in Abbeville at
this time were five general stores, two drug stores, a
mattress shop, a shoe store, and several warehouses.

The Greenville and Columbia Railroad also played
a large role in the development of Abbeville. The com-
pany introduced rail service to Abbeville in 1853. In order
to finance the increasing business activity brought on by
the railroad and the agricultural industry, three banks
opened offices in town preceding the Civil War.

Considered to be the “Birthplace and Deathbed of
the Confederacy, ” Abbeville was actively involved in the
events leading up to the Civil War. Abbeville was thg site
of one of the first public organizational meetings to dis-
cuss secession from the Union. Although the Civil War
had a great effect on Abbeville socially and politically, the
war itself had little direct impact on the architectural
growth and development of the town.

The Burt-Stark House is Abbeville's

finest example of the architecture of the
cotton-based aristocracy of the antebel-

lum South.

--Eddie Nickens

v |
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The rest of the South was devastated economically
by the effects of the war, however, Abbeville’s economy
remained relatively stable in comparison to other southern
cities and towns. One of the reasons Abbeville continued
as an economically viable town was due to the foresight of
Abbeville’s farmers and businessmen. Unwilling to be-
come totally dependent upon cotton, slave labor, and the
plantation form of farming, Abbeville realized the impor-
tance and viability of a diversified crop system. Cotton
crops were depleting the soil of its nutrients and the im-
portation of feed grains was financially draining the com-
munity. In 1859, The Abbeville District Agricultural Soci-
ety was established; the farmers active within this agricul-
tural society advocated the planting of clover, corn, oats,
barley, and peas. By 1876, Abbeville was actually export-
ing feed grains, proving that the agricultural society’s
progressive methods of farming worked.

Abbeville may have continued to grow economi-
cally and architecturally after the war, but three cata-
strophic fires in 1872 destroyed large portions of the east,
west, and north sides of the public town square. Accord-
ing to an article in the January 24, 1872 addition of The
Abbeville Press and Banner, the buildings located on the east
side of the square were primarily “a relic of primitive
architecture in Abbeville, and might well give place to
more imposing and substantial structures.” Between 1872

and 1873 the town recuperated economically and began
rebuilding the town square.

Whereas the fires of 1872 were considered to be a
complete disaster at that time, today Abbeville’s town
square is largely a product of post-fire construction. The
construction of the Georgia, Carolina, and Northern Rail-
road and the establishment of the Abbeville Cotton Mills
contributed to the growth Abbeville experienced from
1880 to 1910 and allowed for the reconstruction of
Abbeville’s town square. The town square “owes its
architectural harmony of scale and detail to the fact that
most of the shops were constructed within the space of a
few years after the fires" (Bryan, 11). Relying heavily on
Victorian design elements, many of the downtown com-
mercial buildings have similar characteristics, such as
common walls, setbacks, and masonry construction.

Between 1850 and 1860 a large amount of fine
houses were constructed in Abbeville. Unfortunately most
of these houses fell prey to the devastating fires of 1872. It
is reported that during the early 1880s even finer hogses
were constructed to replace those that burned. At .tlus
time development of the North Main and Greenville
Street residential areas were at their peak. This construc-
tion spurred the building of several churches, §uch as the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, United Methodist, and the
Abbeville Presbyterian Church.

The South Carolina State Gazetteer and Business
Directory for 1880-1881 characterizes Abbeville as a pros-
perous town with an abundance of successful businesses,
five churches, and a graded school. The directory also
states, “Few towns of equal size can claim a greater num-
ber of handsome private residences with tasteful sur-
roundings. The society is elegant, 1eame_d, ar}d refm.e'd,
and many of South Carolina’s most distinguished citizens
have their homes here” (Smith, 99-102). The following
business directories published in 1886 and 1900 reflect the
towns continual growth. The number of churches had i
grown to eight and large businesses such as the Abbeville
Lumber Company and Abbeville Telephpne Company
added to the town’s wealth and population.

...called the Charleston of the
Upcountry...much of what lent the town
its turn-of-the century architectural
importance remains today.

--Eddie Nickens

Abbeville Town Square around the turn of the century
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In 1903 the grand Eureka Hotel opened
its doors to rail passengers, and
Abbeville became an overnight stop for
many vaudeville shows working the
New York-to-Atlanda circuit.

--Eddie Nickens

A great extent of the town square was rebuilt m thfe
ten years following the fires, but several important historic
buildings were constructed following this period of dra-
matic growth. The Eureka Hotel, now known as the
Belmont Inn, was built in 1902, the Opera House and the
new Court House were both constructed in 1908. The
majority of the historic structures found within the
Abbeville National Register District reflect the styles and
building types typical throughout the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

In 1895, a fire broke out on Trinity Street and de-
stroyed several wooden buildings, such as the blacksmith
shop, the carriage shop, the stables, and several tenant
houses. Thus, the present day buildings facing Trinity
Street were constructed after the fire of 1895. The growing
textile industry in Abbeville brought even more prosperity
and people to the town, resulting in the rebuilding of
Trinity Street. Trinity Episcopal Church, one of Abbeville’s
fine Gothic Revival structures, survived the fires of 1872
and 1895, and still remains as an integral part of the down-
town area.

From the early 1900’s to the present Abbeville has
continued to grow and develop slowly but steadily.
Middle-class neighborhoods, off the main thoroughfares
began to spring up in the late nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries. Architecturally significant in their own right,
these neighborhoods enriched Abbeville’s sense of com-
munity. Institutions, such as churches and schools were
constructed to accommodate the population growth. On
the south and northwest sides of town working-class
neighborhoods developed. The growth of The Abbeville
Cotton Mill Company and a general increase in population
created a need for more housing. Vernacular cottages with
Craftsman elements were the predominant forms of hous-
ing built at this time. Some examples of the Folk Victorian
style also appeared during this period of growth.

Major construction activity within the town square
and the immediate outlying residential areas has severely
decreased. The maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration,
and preservation of existing structures is constantly occur-
ring in the town; and limited new development within the
city limits is also present. Due to the wealth of historic
resources, the Civil War reenactments, the active theater
program, and the abundance of specialty shops, Abbeville

has become a popular destination for tourists from around
the country and the world.

Transportation

Early travel to Abbeville was first accomplished
with stage coach lines that used the town as a stop for
changing horses. The Quay House in Abbevﬂl.e acteq as
the main stopping place for the stage coaches, in addition
it served as the local tavern and social center.

Succeeding the stagecoach as the major means of
travel was the railway. The earliest of the rallways in
Abbeville County was the Abbeville-Hodges line, a
branch of the Greenville-Columbia division of the Sguth-
ern Railway. Built in 1860, the Abbeville-Hodgeg railroad
served the community until it was discontinued in the
1930s.

A second railroad line, The Georgia, Carolina and

Northern, began operating in 1889-90, asa 'result of the
town’s renewed prosperity from a flourishing cc;}tfon :
roduction. Other railways which ran tbrough e county
. The Charleston and Western Carolina, a.nd The
;\:;:oard Air Line which constructed a spur line directly

to the cotton mill.
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The depot presently serving Abbeville was built circa 1890.

=

Education =

Since its earliest origins, Abbeville was regarded as o T
the original seat of learning in the up-country. The first

school in Abbeville was taught by Alpheus Baker on Blue
Hill.

In the eighteenth century, the founding of the De La
Howe School by French Huguenot, Dr. De La Howe
marked the first time in which the idea of individual
education was exercised in a learning institution. This
development influenced the educational progress of
Abbeville and the entire state.

In 1853, Mr. T.C. Perrin gave the land for the build-
ing of The Academy constructed where the graded school
building once stood on Main Street. The bell which hung
in the belfry was given by Judge Thomas Thomson and
Judge Samuel McGowan and was named Sam-Tom in
honor of these two men.

Abbeville Graded School, circa 1906

In the early twentieth century, children of field
hands and cotton farmers often walked several miles to
school, despite the rain and cold. In the absence of formal
schools, the only other resource for quality education was
the private or neighborhood school. One family or sgveral
families would often pay tutors to give educational in-
struction to their children.

School facilities and teachers were provided for the
children of mill workers by the factory owners. In 1907,
the mill invested $400 for the construction of a single-
story school structure and the hiring of a teacher. Atten.-
dance at this school was approximately 45 children, while
enrollment records showed 80 students.

Today in Abbeville there is one high sch_ool,
Abbeville High School, one middle school, Wright
Middle, and three elementary schools. At this time there
are no private schools or church schools located in
Abbeville.

Industry

Since its early history, Abbeville has always relied
upon agriculture as the primary source of i.nc?me. Today
agriculture is no longer the basis of Ab?bevﬂle s economy;
the manufacturing and service industries have taken
precedence in the area’s economy.

As early as 1895 manufacturing began to make its
mark on the Abbeville economy. At this time a group qf
local businessmen established the Abbeville Cotton Mill
Company, a company whose objective was to manufac-
ture coarse cotton cloth. Eighty acres of lgnd were pur-
chased along Blue Hill Creek from Captain J.G. Edwards
and work on the mill was quickly underway. L(l)’ckwood
and Greene of Boston, “eminent mill arch1tgct§, were
hired to design the plans for the factory building. The
original factory building was to be a three-story structure,
102 feet by 244 feet, with a 150 feet tall smokestack. A
broiler house and an engine house would .also be part of
the plan. The complete mill complex required over three
million bricks, which were made locally from clay found

at the Blue Hill Creek.
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Mill housing as it appears today.

Houses for the mill employees was the next consid-
eration for the Abbeville Mill Company. The “mill village”
was designed by J.E. Sirrene, an architect from Greenville.
Mr. Sirrene wanted to create the mill village “in an attrac-
tive manner with streets and avenues” and provided
property lots for churches and a school house. Forty
cottages were constructed as part of the original mill
village, twenty were four-room dwellings and twenty
were six-room. The mill village still exists making up a

large portion of the historic resources still remaining in
Abbeville.

By late December 1896, the construction of the
factory was progressing and the production machinery
was ready to be installed. The Seaboard Air Line Railroad
built a spur rail line directly to the factory on which much
of the heavy machinery was transported.

On March 4, 1897, the factory began production,
and by December 1897, the factory reached its full produc-
tion levels. Marketed as “three yard sheeting,” coarse

cotton cloth was the only product manufactured at the
mill.

The Original Abbeville Mill

Soon after the factory was completed an addition

was constructed that significantly increased the size of the
original mill. In May of 1899, a 104 feet by 249 feet single-
story structure was finished, and as soon as money be-
came available the addition would be enlar
floors as the original structure. Now with the increased
space and machinery the factory ran day and night.

ged to as many

R R S S

The Depression of the 1930s had a negative effect
on the mill’s business, but most of the workers stood by
the company through the hard times. In 1937, due to thg
manufacturing of synthetic fibers, such as rayon, the mill
changed its name from Abbeville Cotton Mill Company to
Abbeville Mills. Another change occurred in 1943, when
Abbeville Mills was sold and became a Miliken facility.
Today the mill remains as Milliken and Company,
Abbeville’s largest employer.

Milliken and Company

Religion

Some of the earliest immigrants to Abbevill.e were

Huguenots who came from abroad to escape .rehg.lous

ersecution in their homelands. The mass migration
began in 1718 to America: first to Philade-lph.la', over to
Fort Duquene, down to Wythe County, Virginia, and on
down the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road to the
Waxhaws in the Carolinas, and finally on to the Long
Canes and religious freedom.

Between 1760 and 1785, Hopewell Church, the
Huguenot Church at New Bordeaux, was established,
along with the church at Upper Long Cane, and ‘
Greenville. However, this did not deter an A.nghcan
missionary, Charles Woodmason{ from descn'bmg the;
people he met as “low, lazy, sluttish, heathenish, hellish,

-4 "
immoral, irreligious, and ignorant.
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The Main Street United Methodist
Church as it stands today.

The present-day Abbeville Presbyterian
Church, located on North Main Street

30

Below, the Trinity Church
completed in 1860.

The Methodist citizens in Abbeville were first
serviced by circuit rider Methodist preachers who selected
Abbeville as a location in 1820, attracted by its increasing
population. In 1826, a circuit rider named James Travis
came to Abbeville and preached in the court house. He
succeeded in converting Ann Moore to Methodism and
she immediately set out to raise money for a permanent
structure. Mrs. Moore raised $450 which was used to
construct a small frame house of worship on the south side
of Washington Street where it joins Spring Street; the
building was dedicated in 1828. The second frame sanctu-
ary was built in 1839 on North Main Street; near to where
the present church stands. The building contained a
center aisle with seats in nearly semi-circular arrangement.
This building served the congregation for nearly 50 years.
The third and present sanctuary was dedicated March 11,
1888. The construction committee in charge of building
the new edifice chose a brick, Gothic style design.

Originally, the Presbyterian congregation in
Abbeville belonged to the Presbyterian congregation of
Upper Long Cane, a large country church two miles out of
town. The fifty-seven Abbeville members built a small
brick chapel on Main Street in the center of the community
where they held regular evening sessions. However, they
continued to worship in Long Cane in the mornings, as
they were still members of that congregation. Finally, in
1868 a petition was presented at a meeting of Presbytery,
requesting the organization of the Abbeville Presbyterian
Church. The petition was granted, and on April 19, 1868,
the church was organized. After fire destroyed the origi-
nal edifice in 1886, the congregation raised $500 to build
the present church structure which was dedicated Novem-
ber 25, 1888. During the interim services were held at the
County Courthouse.

The Trinity Church congregation was organized in
1842. That same year a white frame church was built on
the site where the present church now stands. The earlier
building was consecrated November 27, 1844. In 1858, the
congregation decided to build a larger and more grand
edifice. The frame church was dismantled and moved to a
site in Willington, twenty miles southwest of Abbeville.
The present church was dedicated November of 1860, just
three weeks before the November 22nd meeting on Seces-
sion Hill. Architect, George E. Walker of Columbia de-

signed the building in the Gothic Revival style at a cost of
approximately $16,000. Three years later, the' stained
glass chancel window was brought to Abbeville after.
running the Charleston blockade. A cemetery was laid
out some distance behind the church. About 75 graves
were located there and included soldiers of the Confeder-
ate Army and Armistead Burt who was laid next to the
California redwood tree.

Members of the First Baptist Church first wor-
shipped in Lawson Hall on Pinckney Street. T.'he present
edifice was constructed in 1871 and designed in the Greek
Revival style.

John J. Enright, a native of Ireland w_ho emigated
to America in the early 1800s, is credited with bringing
the Catholic Church to Abbeville. He willed nearly two
acres to the Diocese of Charleston to be used as the site for
a Catholic Church. Sacred Heart Church was finally built
in 1885, with funds from the sale of property that be-
longed to Enright’s sons. The style of the architecture 18
Gothic Revival.

The Sacred Heart Church located on
North Main Street.







Planning and Growth Factors

Created in 1991, the Abbeville County Development
Plan addresses the current changes occurring in the county
due to population increases and demands on community
resources. Intended to educate and assist the community,
the development plan includes elements such as demo-
graphics, economic development, natural resources, land
use, housing, and community facilities. The following in-
formation involving the county’s planning and growth fac-
tors has been derived from this valuable source and em-
ployed within the Abbeville Preservation Study.

Community Profile

Located in the western portion of South Carolina,
Abbeville County is one of five counties established in 1785
when the Old Ninety-Six District was subdivided. The town
of Abbeville serves as the county seat for Abbeville County,
a predominantly rural county.

DEMOGRAPHICS
Population

Despite slight population decreases in the past,
within the last twenty five years the town of Abbeville has
experienced a steady increase in population. From 1970 to
1990 Abbeville’s population expanded from 9,357 to 11,760
residents, a 26 percent increase in population. The largest
portion of Abbeville County’s population, approximately
48 percent, is located within and around the county seat,
Abbeville. Thus, Abbeville is expected to continue as the
heaviest population center in the county. The racial com-
position of the county population is approximately 33 per-
cent non-white and 67 percent caucasian. In regard to gen-
der, county statistics indicate there are slightly more females
than males in the region.

POPULATION TRENDS
CENSUS DIVISION 1970 1985 1990
Abbeville 9,357 10,870 11,760

SOURCE: The Strom Thurmond Institute
Clemson University
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ABBEVILLE POPULATION TRENDS
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SOURCE: The Strom Thurmond Institute Clemson University f

Density

Density affects many of Abbeville’s resources, such
as public infrastructure, land use, and the community’s
quality of life. Abbeville, the most highly populated town
in Abbeville County, is also the most dense area in the
county. Abbeville is 186.40 square miles and has a popula-
tion of 11,760; the population density is 63 persons per
square mile. It is estimated that by the year 2000
Abbeville’s density per square mile will increase to 66
persons per square mile.

Income

The adjusted per capita income for South Carolina
is $11,897; whereas, the per capita income levels in
Abbeville have been measured at $10,284, slightly less
than the state income level. Because Abbeville’s per capita
income is not growing as quickly as the state average, the
county and the town of Abbeville feel the need to attract
higher paying industrial and service sector jobs. However,
Abbeville’s estimated per capita income level has sur- !
passed past income levels. In 1979, Abbeville’s estimated ‘ -
per capita income was $5,556, the percent of change from
1979 to the present is 85.1 percent. The increase in income
levels has several implications, such as a growing local
economy, increased demand for certain land uses, in-
creased spending, and improved tourism.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Base

Although Abbeville County remains a rural county,
the employment conditions in the county are adequate. As
of August of 1990, Abbeville County’s unemployment rate
was 5.7 percent. The 1991 Abbeville County Developmen-
tal Plan claims that with its abundance of natural re-
sources Abbeville County should be able to reach full
employment of 5 percent in the near future.

Traditionally, agriculture was the primary economic
source in South Carolina, but today agriculture is no
longer the basis of South Carolina’s economy. Economi-
cally the shift from agriculture to a manufacturing and
service economy is manageable to the community, how-
ever, the loss of the agricultural resources, landscape,
community, and culture will have a definite negative
impact on the county.

Today over 30 industries guarantee Abbeville
County will have a sound economic future. Although
manufacturing is the largest nonagricultural industry in
the county, the service industry is now gaining a large
share of the economy. From 1980 to 1988 manufacturing
jobs decreased by 7.4 percent, while wholesale and retail
trade grew by 3 percent and services and mining increased
by 2 percent.

Flexible Technologies, manufacturer of

extrusion film and material for hoses,

one of the many industies located in
Abbeville County.

NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY
Abbeville County

OCCUPATION NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES % of TOTAL
Manufacturing 3,640 54
Construction 180 3
Transportation & Public Utilities 200 3
Wholesale & Retail Trade 780 12
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate 160 2
Services & Mining 630 9
Government 1,170 1%

SOURCE: S.C. Statistical Abstract 1990

is

37




38

NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY
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Economic Development: Resources and Activities

Economic development in Abbeville County is
primarily promoted by the Abbeville County Economic
Development Board, an organization made up of members
from the community, as well as an industrial recruiter. The
Abbeville Chamber of Commerce, the Abbeville County
Industry Commission, the Downtown Development
Association, and the Abbeville County Historical Society
also contribute towards the effort to successfully bring
clean and green industries into the county. Presently, the
Economic Development Board is considering bringing a

textile plant and a cogeneration power plant into the
county.

Unique Economic Development Activities

The Movie Industry: Because Abbeville retains its
historic fabric, the city is an ideal location for period mov-
ies. To date one feature film, Sleeping With the Enemy,
starring Julia Roberts, was filmed in Abbeville. Several
documentaries and news specials, such as The Secrets of
Abbeville and Palmetto Places, have also been filmed within
the town. The economic benefits include employment
opportunities, reimbursement of property owners for use
of property or cosmetic improvements, reimbursement if
county properties are used, and the retention of additional
set features (e.g. gazebos, park benches) which can con-
tinue to function as community improvements.
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Heritage Tourism: Because Abbeville takes great
pride in its heritage, the town has maintained its sense of
place, making it an enjoyable place to visit. Abbeville
employs this sense of place to support its very successful
and viable tourism industry. Heritage tourism in Abbeville
is one of the largest industries contributing to the economy
of the area. According to the 1990 South Carolina Statisti-
cal Abstract, visitors to Abbeville County spent $11,839,000
in 1990 and generated $40,000 in local tax receipts.

Many activities are currently operating within the
town which encourage the growth of the tourist trade. The
Abbeville County Visitors Council, comprised of represen-
tatives from each area of the county, deals with The South
Carolina Heritage Corridor. The South Carolina Heritage
Corridor, a historic corridor running from the mountains
of South Carolina to the coast, combines history and na-
ture to attract tourists. The South Carolina Heritage Corri-
dor is also part of South Carolina’s and Abbeville County’s
effort to get involved in the 1996 Summer Olympics lo-
cated in Atlanta, Georgia. Marketing this area through
nature and heritage-based tourism, the Heritage Corridor
and the Old Ninety Six Tourism District, another area
tourism commission, will help bring more tourism rev-
enue into the county.

The Downtown Development Board is continually
trying to increase the amount of people visiting Abbeville,
particularly downtown. Creative efforts have been made
to increase foot traffic, including evening entertainment on
the Square and public recognition of outstanding citizens
who benefit the downtown district. The historical society
works in conjunction with the DDB to entice tourists to
Abbeville.

Rather than the typical visits to Disney World or
overcrowded resorts, many people are now demanding
rural vacations, and Abbeville greatly satisfies those look-
ing for a relaxing weekend in the country. The Chamber of
Commerce offers two walking tours, which explore the
North Trail and the South Trail of Abbeville. Guided tours
are also provided for interested individuals or groups. The
local restaurants, The Belmont Inn, and bed-and-break-
fasts graciously accommodate visitors to Abbeville.

<
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Abbeville County is located in western South Caro-
lina among rolling foothills, intersected by numerous
creeks and small rivers which empty into the Savannah
River on the County’s western border and into Lake
Russell, the newly created recreation and hydroelectric
fac111ty along the Savannah with a shoreline of 526 miles. = ' ») SECIL HIWASSEE MECKLENBURG. Deup to moderately
The Saluda River, which forms part of the northeastern ~ Le e a
boundary, separates Abbeville from Laurens County.

Abbeville County is bounded on the northwest by Ander- = iy
son County, on the southeast by Greenwood County, and
on the south by McCormick County.

CECIL-CATAULA-APPLING Deep, ¢

jently slo
) su

[ 4 sloping, well drained soils that have a loamy surface layer
~ and a clayey subsoil

T
Geology and Soil Associations

¥ .

Six soil associations were identified in Abbeville

County when the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil
Conservation Service prepared a soil suitability survey in ]
1980. General descriptions of each of these six soil types
can be found in the Abbeville County Development Plan. =

Soil suitability can help identify the best areas for a , | |
certain type of land use. According to the soil survey, U= Em
most of the area around the city of Abbeville has soils with !
medium potential for crops and high potential for pasture,
woodland, wildlife habitat, recreation, and urban uses
(Cecil-Cataula-Hiwassee).

Erosion

The County Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance
(Ordinance #14-85) requires an erosion and sediment
control plan approved by the Soil and Water Conservation
District Board and a grading permit issued by the
Abbeville County Assessor prior to any land disturbances
(not including those exemptions outlined in section 3-2).

Climate

Like most of South Carolina, Abbeville has a mild
climate, with a mean annual temperature of 62 degrees
and average precipitation of 46.5 inches.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
FOREST SERVICE
SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION
SOUTH CAROLINA | AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

GENERAL SOIL MAP

ABBEVILLE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
Scale 1:190,080
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Pastureland in Abbeville County

STl
Agricultural Land oy

Abbeville County has a rich agricultural heritage 1
and is the home of at least a dozen century-old, family
farms. Agriculture was the mainstay of the county’s A T,
economy for many years. It boasted over 90,000 acres of z =
cotton during the early years of this century. The arrival
of the boll weevil in the 1920s caused a dramatic change.

Large portions of the County remain in agricultural
production today, with 70,000 acres of permanent pastures
making it one of the leading beef producing counties in
the state. While the importance to the local economy is

lessening, agriculture is still a principal occupation in
Abbeville County.

Land that is good for agriculture is generally con-
sidered to be good for development as well. Therefore,
urban expansion often occurs at the expense of prime

farmland. A conscious effort is often required to preserve
farmland from development.

Land with agricultural potential can be classified
into two categories, prime farmland and statewide signifi-
cance. Prime farmland is “land that has the best combina-
tion of physical and chemical characteristics for produc- .
ing food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed crops, and is 1
available for such uses.” Land of statewide significance is -
defined as “land that is nearly prime that will economi- = *.J ‘
cally produce high yields of crops when treated and |
managed according to acceptable farming methods.” L

S WEH |
IMPORTANT FARMLAND - ,
Abbeville County se=_um |
- ,l\- |
ACRES % OF COUNTY
Prime Farmland 77,748 24% S
Statewide Significance 88,195 27%
SOURCE: U.S. Agriculture Important Farmland Map

Wetlands

Preservation of wetlands has become an increas-
ingly complex and important facet of deve.lopm.ent in
recent years. Wetlands serve several functions, including
wildlife habitat, flood control, and preservation of water
quality. To continue these important functions, regulations
have been increased on the national level.

Wetlands in Abbeville County are generally located
in close proximity to creekbeds and other 1.ow lying areas.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is mapping all wet-
lands in South Carolina, but Abbeville has yet to be
mapped.

Forest Land

A large portion of Abbeville County is in f.orest
land. An analysis of an aerial photograph .ta.ken in 1989
reveals that over 70% of the entire county 1S in forest,
making it one of the leading timber prqducmg counties n
the state. This land is a significant environmental resource
and needs to be managed properly to ensure economic
and environmental viability.

A significant resource is the Sumter National Forest,
with 21,690 acres located within Abbeville Cpunty. Thg
Forest is divided into three separate areas w1th Abbeyllle
being in the Long Cane Division. It is a mosaic or Prlvate,
federal, state, and local ownership. Most of the privately
owned land is rural with moderate suburban develop-

ment.
Recreation and Parkland

The newest of the Corps of E]:lgli{neersl’1 hydroelectric
the Savannah River, Lake Russell was com-

?11:5:; 1;1118985 Located mostly in Abbeville County, it has
about 550 miles of shoreline and covers 26.,650 acres. 1
About 1,500 acres of the lake are flooded tunbgr, an excel-
lent habitat for largemouth bass, bream, crappie, whlte;1
bass, yellow perch, catfish and trout. There are mor.ie1 t afn
twelve public access points on the South Carolma side 0
Lake Russell. The Russell Dam Qverlook is loc.ated in ,
Abbeville County off Savannah River Scenic Highway 81.
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Land Use Controls:

eprevent irreversible damage

*avoid waste

eprotect natural and cultural heritage
estimulate visual order

eregulate and control the unsightly

The Calhoun Falls State Park is one mile north of
town off Savannah River Scenic Highway and features
picnic and camp sites, boating facilities, lake fishing,
nature trails and swimming areas.

South of Abbeville is the Long Cane District of the
Sumter National Forest, which plays a large role in the
recreation of Abbeville County as the demand for hunting
and fishing increases and the supply of suitable sites
diminishes. Established in 1936, it is known for its wild-
life management and recreation areas, one of the best of
which is Parsons Mountain, which has an extensive net-
work of hiking trails, a 26-mile horse trail and a motor-
cycle trail. Other attractions include hunting, camping
and swimming.

Lake Succession is located immediately above the
headwaters of Lake Russell on Rocky River. Itis owned
by the City of Abbeville and used primarily for municipal
power production.

Wildlife

Abbeville County contains a large number of
animal species, located primarily within the National
Forest or in areas submerged by Lake Russell, including
several listed as threatened or endangered. This abun-
dance of wildlife makes Abbeville County attractive for
recreational pursuits.

LAND USE

Land use planning involves an analysis of trends
and resources in order to create guidelines for develop-
ment. There is very little development in Abbeville
County, and that which does exist is confined to central-
ized areas. Only 2% of Abbeville County is classified as
urban, compared with 4.3% statewide. The other distinct
feature is that Abbeville’s total forested area is 70%, much
higher than the 51.7% state average.

Common practice in South Carolina has found the
average consumption of land in unincorporated areas to

be .34 acres per person, which can be allocated among
four different categories.
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DEMAND FOR LAND PER USE
T -
PUBLIC
INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.25
LAND USE/PERSON

Using these standards, future demand for land in
Abbeville County can be estimated.

DEMAND FOR LAND 1990-2000

TIMEFRAME | RESIDENTIAL] COMMERCIAL | INDUSTRIAL|PUBLIC

1990-1995 = 13 104 74

1995-2000 427 20 162 81

Total from
1990-2000 700 33 266 133

The Palmetto Conservation Foundation -

DEMAND FOR LAND BY TYPE 1990-2000

YEAR POPULATION|STANDARD | TOTAL
GROWTH IN ACRES DEMAND

1990-1995 1,300 34 442

1995-2000 2,030 34 690

Total from

1990-2000 3,330 34 12132

The Palmetto Conservation Foundation
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It is likely that the vast majority of industrial
growth is going to locate in Abbeville and in the Ware
Shoals/Honea Path area. Residential growth will be more
dispersed, occurring in Abbeville, Ware Shoals/Honea
Path and Calhoun Falls. Commercial growth will likely
follow the same pattern.

The relatively small expected demand for land
allows the County to direct where growth should take
place, with four growth areas being designated: Calhoun
Falls, Abbeville, Ware Shoals/Honea Path and the High-
way 72 Corridor. These areas will be urban growth areas,
served with infrastructure, and zoned to encourage devel-
opment. This designation will promote an efficient use of
land and a cost/effective infrastructure policy.

HOUSING

Single family residences (those with one unit per
structure either attached or detached) are the predominant
housing type in Abbeville. According to the 1990 census,
there has been a 15.2% increase in the number of housing
units in the county since 1980, compared with a 20.4%
increase from 1970-80. The median value of an owner-
occupied housing unit is $43,000. Gross rent—rent plus
utilities—is $242 in Abbeville County. Abbeville County
has a homeowner vacancy rate of 1.1%; the rental vacancy
rate is 9.4%.

HOUSEHOLDS IN ABBEVILLE COUNTY

'Year 1970 1980 1990 2000

Ft OFUNITS 6,378 7,699 8,755 8,755

SOURCE: The Palmetto Conservation Foundation

Resources such as schools and old hospital build-
ings are often abandoned to make way for new facilities.
In Abbeville these community resources would provide
excellent housing for low-income or fixed-income resi-
dents. Enabling the developer to take advantage of both
low-income housing and historic preservation tax credits
as part of a adaptive use project would increase much
needed housing stock in Abbeville. Second-floor spaces
located in many of the downtown commercial buildings
are also available for rental units. These spaces, used as
either apartments or condominiums, would complement
the primary commercial use in the downtown area.

TRANSPORTATION

One of the prime factors affecting development in
Abbeville County is its lack of access to an interstate
highway. Access within Abbeville County is good, how-
ever, as several roads connect different parts of the com-
munity. The primary transportation corridor is Highway
72, which leads from Greenwood County on the eastern
boundary and connects through Abbeville to Calhoun
Falls on the western border. Plans are underway to up-
grade Highway 72 to four lanes from Greenwood to
Abbeville, and future plans call for it to be improved
across the County to Calhoun Falls. The 72 Corridor will
be a primary growth spur in Abbeville, and plans should
be made to control development.

Another highway project with possible implications
for Abbeville County is the Anderson Interstate Connec-
tor. This project will connect the rapidly expanding
Anderson area to Interstate 26, prompting further growth.
While no definitive corridor is available for the connector,
it will probably pass through the area close to Ware Shoals
and Honea Path and will offer Abbeville County its first
interstate access. If Abbeville County is able to furnish the
corridor with utilities, this area has much industrial poten-
tial.

CSX provides local rail service in Abbeville. All
major overland carriers serve the area Calhoun Falls

Airport.
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ZONING CONDITIONS

Currently, the city of Abbeville functions under a |
zoning ordinance that was revised in 1989. As the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Abbeville states, it operates as |
the legal means and established the jurisdiction to regu- 1
late the location and use of buildings, structures, and
land, the size of buildings and other structures, the size of ’
yards, and the density and distribution of population.
While providing the legal means for the regulation of
growth, Abbeville’s zoning ordinance should not be
T viewed as restrictive but as protective. Zoning allows |
Abbeville to maintain distinctive areas of land use as well 1
as the continuation of a variety of living environments. In |
addition, the zoning ordinance allows for compatible ’
mixed use of land, such as limited commercial and resi-
dential, particularly within the town square.
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In the 1989 revised Abbeville Zoning Ordinance,
three broad categories of districts and land use are identi-
fied: residential, commercial, and industrial. Within these
three broad categories are future subdivisions determined
by such factors as density of population and use of build-
ings. In all, the city of Abbeville is divided into ten zoning
districts. The issues of sign regulation and buffer yards
are also addressed and regulated by the zoning ordinance.

With the primary reason of this study being the
preservation of Abbeville’s historic resources, the need for ~ Without careful zoning, overdeveloped

A Y § :
iy legal means to protect such resources is emphasized. areas, such as the one above, can destroy
& \ the scenic landscape.

Because Abbeville currently lacks a historic preservation
ordinance, no legal means exist to protect local historic
resources. The current zoning ordinance does not address
in any manner the issue of the historic nature of buildings,
structures, and land. While the topic of a local preserva-
tion ordinance is discussed in a subsequent section, the

&
>
w
3 § 8 E‘ it relationship between zoning and preservation may be
§E ; %g éé S |§ addressed in this section.
J £z 33 I
' igi E % i zg g F] o A local preservation ordinance will probably not
y M [ro2 £ affect the zoning ordinance currently operating, but will
5 §§§ | E? g 9 8 enhance it. Any district created by a preservation ordi-
] Eig 5 g ZC ™ nance will be overlaid upon the existing zoning district.
l : > 2 & That is, the zoning district will not be altered but will
! 1 m carry additional regulations that only apply to the newly
i created historic district. The additional regulations will be
specific to that district solely. The current zoning regula-
tions and districts will remain intact.
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Fortunately, Abbeville possesses a sound zoning
ordinance that allows for the protection and regulation of
the town'’s land use. However, several issues should be
addressed to add to the beneficial power of the ordinance.

In respect to zoning in Abbeville, the following recommen-
dations are given:

1) continued strict enforcement of all articles set
forth in the Zoning Ordinance

2) increased publicizing of section 404.2 under
Article IV addressing uses permitted in core com
mercial; “Apartments and condominiums when
constructed over existing commercial buildings or

above the first floor of any new commercial struc
ture.”

3) amend the zoning ordinance to address historic
buildings, structures, and land once a historic

preservation ordinance is adopted in relation to
overlay zoning.

4) addressing the existence of non-conforming
entities within designated zoning districts, i.e.,
“grand-fathered buildings”.
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES
General Government

The Abbeville County Courthouse in Abbeville
was built in 1908 and is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Abbeville municipal government is
located in the Opera House which was completed in 1908
and is also on the National Register. The city government
is council/manager form with ninety-three full-time
employees.

Public Safety

The Abbeville County Sheriff’s office employs one
full-time sheriff, eight full-time and two part-time depu-
ties and has sixteen motor vehicles at its disposal. The
Abbeville Police Department employs fourteen full-time
officers including the Chief and has five patrol cars in use.
The Abbeville Fire Department employs four full-time fire
fighters and one administrator, with sixteen volunteers
on call. The department has four fire trucks and three
support vehicles.

Medical Services

Abbeville County Memorial Hospital, a 52-bed
facility with coronary care/intensive care unit, surgical
facilities and a 24-hour emergency medical department, is
located on Highway 72 West in Abbeville. The county is
served by three emergency medical services and the
Abbeville, Calhoun Falls and Due West Rescue Squads.
Ashley Medical Transport service handles non-emergency
medical transportation. A major medical center is located
fourteen miles away in Greenwood.

Public Water, Sewerage and Solid Waste Systems

Public water service is provided by the City of
Abbeville to its general geographic area. The water sup-
ply comes from Lake Russell and is stored in three tanks
(250,000, 500,000 and 750,000) at the water treatment plant
on Vienna Street. Treatment capacity for the water system
is 6 million gallons/day serving approximately 2700
households. In November 1990, the voters of Abbeville
County elected to allow the county to provide water
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service in unincorporated areas. The first link of this
system may be between Abbeville and Calhoun Falls
along the Highway 72 Corridor.

Sewer is more limited in Abbeville County, as only
the urban areas have systems. Fortunately, rural develop-
ment has always been at a density where septic tanks
would suffice. The City of Abbeville has a new wastewa-
ter collection and treatment system with a capacity of 2
million gallons/day serving approximately 2400 house-
holds. The effluent is discharged into Long Cane Creek.

The City of Abbeville provides residential curbside
service for collection of solid waste and recyclables two
days a week. The solid waste is compacted and buried at
the county landfill, and the recyclables are separated and
sold.

Electricity

The Piedmont Municipal Power Agency, created in
1975, is a joint action agency comprised of ten municipali-
ties in northwestern South Carolina. PMPA is owned by
the citizens of Abbeville, Clinton, Easley, Greer, Laurens,
Newberry, Rock Hill, Union, and Westminster. PMPA is
the wholesale supplier of electricity to each of its member
cities, which in turn, sell this power through the South
Carolina Association of Municipal Power Systems.
PMPA'’s unit #2 of Duke Power Company’s Catawba
Nuclear Station, located thirteen miles northwest of Rock
Hill on Lake Wiley, has a net dependable capacity of 1,129
megawatts for each of two reactor units.

GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT SUMMARY

The bottomline for Abbeville is cooperation among
residents, businesses, and the governmental agencies.
Without cooperation Abbeville will not have the ability or
strength to protect its sense of place and historic resources
from the impending demands of increased growth and
development.

*Population:

The increasing development between Abbeville
and Greenwood and the large resort being constructed for
the Calhoun Falls/Lake Russell area will have an effect on
the population growth in Abbeville. However, until there
is county-wide water, the economic development board
predicts there will be little significant growth. If , in the
near future, the population of Abbeville significantly
increases, the surge in the population could threaten the
historic and natural resources found in the region. Hous-
ing and commercial developments will inevitably be
needed as part of infrastructure created to accommodate
new residents; this should be considered when develop-
ing a new growth and development plan.

*Economic Development:

Many small towns are plagued with the need for
more money; because this is often the case, businesses
unsympathetic to the town’s resources, needs, and goals
often prey on these small towns and exploit them before
anyone realizes the damage being done. Abbeville, how-
ever, is aware of the types of businesses they wish to
attract—businesses which will treat their resources with
the respect they deserve.

Among Abbeville’s residents there is great appre-
ciation for their history and very few people would like to
see any historic structure or tree harmed to make a quick
dollar. Presently a Wal-Mart is located in Greenwood, so
there is no immediate threat of a similar store moving to
Abbeville. In spite of this fact, in the future a Wal-Mart,
Target, or K-Mart could move to town, thus destroying
trade in the downtown business district.

53




*Tourism:

Because Abbeville’s tourist trade is continually
growing and expanding the existing tourism organizations
should attempt to incorporate all their efforts into a com-
prehensive tourism program that showcases Abbeville’s
cultural, historic, and natural resources. In an attempt to
attract a broader base of tourists Abbeville should place an
emphasis on all facets of its development. African-Ameri-
can resources, Native-American artifacts, and Victorian-
era development are areas that remain largely undiscov-
ered to the visitors of Abbeville. Through tourism plan-
ning the resources of Abbeville can properly be protected,
preserved, and promoted, thus attracting more tourists to
the town.

*Natural Resources:

Abbeville County has rich agricultural heritage and
large portions of the county remain in agricultural produc-
tion today. Land that is good for agriculture is generally
considered to be good for development as well, and there-
fore urban expansion often occurs at the expense of prime
farmland. Efforts to preserve prime agricultural land will
be needed.

Abbeville County does not currently maintain
recreational facilities. To provide recreation to the citizens
of Abbeville County and promote open space and environ-
mental protection, it has been recommended that the
County provide 137 acres of linear parks over the next ten
years.

*Land Use:

In order to protect future land use needs an up-to-
date land use plan is needed. Demand for land will be
influenced by national and regional economic conditions,
public policy, and relocation decisions of individual indus-
tries; the purpose of a more current land use plan would
be to develop guidelines for development before it threat-
ens the quality of life in the community.

Another land use consideration is the creation of
regulations and standards for particular land uses, includ-
ing the placement of manufactured housing, proliferation
of junkyards, standards for sanitary landfills and inert
dump sites, standards for commercial kennels, stockyards
and slaughter houses, etc. The 1991 Abbeville County
Development Plan contains a number of recommendations
for land use planning that addresses these issues.




Residential Architectural Styles And Types
In Abbeville

Abbeville possesses a diverse range of architectural
styles and types, ranging from high style to the vernacu-
lar. This section will explore those styles and types found
within Abbeville. A discussion of architectural styles
composes the first component of this section, with an
explanation of styles found in Abbeville. The second half
examines architectural types that exists in Abbeville.

Architectural Styles

The architecture of a house is described as a style,
composed of its overall form and decorative ornamenta-
tion. An architectural style reflects the prevailing needs
and tastes of the time in which it is prevalent, contributing
to an understanding of the culture and society of that
period. In respect to defining an architectural style, two
things should be considered: (1) decoration, and (2) over-
all form. Decoration consists of ornamentation that is
placed on a house in a more systematic pattern or ar-
rangement. The design of the overall form involves the
interplay of proportion, scale, massing, symmetry or
asymmetry, as well as the relationships among parts such
as solids and voids or height, depth, and width. The
majority of styles used in the United States were adapted
from European traditions. The three main sources of
influence for Europe in respect to styles were the ancient
classical architecture of the Greeks and Romans, the
medieval buildings of Europe, and the Renaissance build-
ings of the 15th and 16th century Italy that reinterpreted
ancient classical architecture. Abbeville has a few ex-
amples of “high” style architecture, that is, all the ele-
ments which define the style exists. Many more examples
of “vernacular interpretations” of a style are found in
Abbeville: houses that possess only a few elements of a

style.
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Greek Revival

Similar with Early Classical Revival, the Greek
Revival style was viewed as a statement of cultural inde-
pendence from English and other European Renaissance
architectural traditions. It was the beginning of a romantic
revival that drew directly from the original source, a
sentimental imitation of the architecture of an ancient
people that provided associations with Greek democracy.
Thought of as a national style not just regionally in popu-
larity, Greek Revival was used extensively throughout the
United States at every level of society and in many varia-
tions, and thus, became the prevailing architectural style
between 1825 and 1860.

Characteristics:

. prominent columns, pilasters, and wide
plain entablatures
encircling house

. large and heavy proportions

. symmetrical front facade with a central
entrance

. elaborate door surround containing a rectan

gular transom,
sidelights, and pilasters

. double-hung windows with six-over-six
panes
J white paint

The Calhoun-Smith-Wilson House, located at 306 North Main Street, exem-
plifies the Greek Revival style.

Gothic Revival

The Gothic Revival style provided a strong contrast
to the Greek Revival. Originating in England in the mid-
18th century, the Gothic Revival was a component of an
overall Picturesque movement that emphasized a house’s
irregular massing and blending with the landscape. Medi-
eval Gothic buildings constructed through the late 15th
century were the inspiration for this style. In the 1840s
American builders and architects began looking for de-
sign alternatives to the then dominant Greek Revival
style. One of their choices was the Gothic Revival, which
had a proponent in Andrew Jackson Downing, a New
York horticulturist, landscape gardener, and architectural
theorist. His popular publications promoted styles that he
believed were more picturesque and compatible with the
natural landscape than the classical lines of the Greek
Revival. Gothic Revival was most popular between 1840
and 1880.

Characteristics:
. steeply pitched gabled roofs with
both front-and-side-

facing gables

. decorative sawn barge boards along
eaves

. window and door openings with

pointed arched tops or heavily
molded or pointed hoods

. porches supported by slender posts
with sawn woodwork forming flat
tened arches or brackets

e vertical board-and-batten siding

e varied use of materials

R TIRG Fail o
This Pinckney Street vernacular house shows Gothic Revival influences in its
steep eave and its decorative sawn bargeboard.
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Italianate

The Italianate style also contrasted with the straight

classical lines of the Greek Revival. Italianate was most
prevalent between 1840 and 1885. As part of the Pictur-
esque movement in England, the Italianate was modeled

on the informal farmhouses or villas of the Italian country-

side and on the formal townhouses of the Italian cities.
The style was popularized by famed landscape designer
Andrew Jackson Downing in his publications on architec-
ture and landscaping and adapted to fit American tastes
and needs.

Characteristics:
. villa inspired are asymmetrical, with
an L-shaped plan and gabled roof
. townhouse inspired are symmetrical

box-shaped houses with low-pitched
hipped roofs

. wide, overhanging boxed eaves with
decorative brackets

. tall, narrow windows with large two-
over-two or one-over-one panes

. windows paired, arched, and topped
with elaborate hoods

. porch supported with either slender

columns or posts separated by sawn
decorative brackets

o square towers or cupolas
° possible columns, corner quoins, and
cornices with dentils
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The Robertson-Hutchinson house, located on North Main Street, is an
example of the Italianate style.

Second Empire

The Second Empire style was one of the first archi-
tectural styles to gain popularity during the Victorian era
in America. Based on the current building fashion in
France, it was considered very modern in its time. The
style was popular in France during the reign of Napoleon
III (1852-1870). It was a modern expression of classical
precedents. Examples of Second Empire style were con-
structed primarily in cities and important towns.

Characteristics:

. mansard or dual-pitched, hipped roof
with dormer windows

. robust proportions

. eaves brackets

. windows with heavy moldings or
hoods
porch columns in pairs

. bay windows and two-over-two or
one-over-one window sashes

. facade may have forward projection

known as pavilion

The Mansard roof, dormer windows, and the projecting entrance portico are
Second Empire elements that decorate this North Main home.
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Queen Anne

The Queen Anne style was perhaps the most popu-
lar 19th-century style. It was developed in England
through the work of architects who drew heavily on late
medieval Elizabethan and Jacobean sources. In England,
Queen Anne houses were masonry and their design based
on large country manor houses. In the United States, the
Queen Anne was creatively adapted into a wood-framed
house that met American needs and traditions of building
in wood.

Characteristics:
. asymmetrical, with complex roof and
wall shapes
° variety of textures, materials, and
detailing

. steeply pitched roof, hipped with both
front and side facing or cross gables
. projecting bays

. patterned shingles on walls providing
texture

. asymmetrical porch wrapping around
two sides of house

. porch supported with slender turned

posts and decorated sawn brackets
and spindle work friezes

. roof gables with sawn ornamentation
or spindle work and patterned
shingles

. prominent and elaborate brick chim-
neys with patterned and corbeled
brickwork

J round or multi-sided tower at corner
of house

oot 3 ; -+
Varieties of shapes, textures, and Jorms--indicative of the Queen Anne style--
embellish this Main Street dwelling.
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Folk Victorian

Folk Victorian houses were simple house forms, or
house types, such as gabled-ell, central hallway, or I-
house, with Victorian-era decorative detailing. This detail-
ing generally was taken from all the elaborate styles that
were popular during the mid to late 19th century. Fea-
tures were borrowed and added onto such places as
porches and roof gables. This provided some hint of
stylistic detailing on what was otherwise an unadorned
traditional house form. This style is actually more a way
of decorating a house than a precise stylistic category;
however, the Folk Victorian house is so widespread that it
demands a name.

Characteristics:

° decorative details added to porch, in
gables, and around the window and
door openings

. turned or jigsawn woodwork such as
brackets, spindle work, porch posts,
other bric-a-brac, and gingerbread

This Folk Victorian house can be found on Pinckney Street.
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Neoclassical Revival

Neoclassical Revival style was part of the revival of
interest in classically inspired architecture as well as a
reaction against Victorian styles. Popular from 1895
through 1950, Neoclassical Revival drew mostly on the
Early Classical Revival and Greek Revival of the early 19th
century and was often a combination of both Greek and
Roman details. Sometimes even the earlier Georgian and
Federal styles were used as sources.

Characteristics:
. dominant, full-height front portico
with classical columns
* portico may be at entry or may cover

the full facade, may have triangular
pediment or be part of the overall roof

. facade symmetrical

. central entrance surrounded by pilas-
ters , columns, fanlights, sidelights,
and transoms

. classical cornice with dentils and
modillions

. roof is low-pitched and hipped and
may have a balustrade

. a porte-cochere or side porches sup-
ported by columns

Neoclassical Revival house located on Greenville Street

English Vernacular Revival

The English Vernacular Revival was a common
early 20th-century style in America. Drawn from the
domestic architecture of medieval England, this style was
based on English country and vernacular houses, ranging
from small cottages to large manor houses. The result was
a combination of medieval English features. English
Vernacular Revival houses were built all across the coun-
try in neighborhoods of both large cities and small towns
during the 1920s and 1930s. Entire planned residential
areas were developed around this theme. This and other
revival styles made early 20th-century neighborhoods
representative of diverse styles and adapted from many
parts of the world.

Characteristics:

. steeply pitched gabled roof with
dominant front-facing gable and
decorative half timbering
asymmetrical shape
masonry walls
patterned brickwork or stucco
massive masonry chimneys with
decorative tops
. windows are generally tall and nar-

row, and grouped together, multi-

paned, and casements rather than
double-hung

. round arch emphasizing openings
and entrances

Located on Magazine Street, this house shows elements of the
English Vernacular Revival style.
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Colonial Revival

Colonial Revival expressed a renewal of interest in
American colonial architecture based on English prece-
dent. Interest in America’s colonial heritage grew out of
the 1876 Centennial Exposition. Following the centennial,
colonial buildings were studied carefully. Some of the
Colonial Revival houses that resulted were close copies of
originals; others only borrowed details. Often Colonial
Revival details were simply added onto buildings of other
styles. The Colonial Revival was extremely popular for a
long period of time, from the 1890s through the 1940s and
beyond. It was often found in suburban neighborhoods
next to many other revivals popular at the same time.
During the 1930s and 1940s the style was sometimes
referred to as Williamsburg.

Characteristics:

. symmetrical shape

. central entranceway elaborated with a
pediment supported by pilasters or
columns

° broken pediments, fanlights, and
sidelights

. classical cornices with dentils or
modillions

. hipped or side-gabled roof with
dormers

. windows with double-hung sashes
and six-over-six or nine-over-nine
panes

. walls of masonry, masonry veneer, or
wood

ot

This Greenville Street home exhibits many elements
of the Colonial Revival style.

Prairie

The Prairie style was a complete break from the
revival styles so popular during the early 20th-century.
This modern style was developed by American architect
Frank Lloyd Wright, who worked in the Midwest during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries . The Prairie style is
one of the few styles developed in the United States and
not taken directly from European precedents. Although a
break with tradition, it did draw from several influences.
These included Japanese architecture displayed at both
the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, as well as
the English Arts and Crafts Movement that emphasized
use of materials and picturesque irregularity of form.
These influences were creatively combined and re-inter-
preted by Wright to give a new and modern direction to
house design.

Characteristics:

. emphasis on horizontal

. two stories with one-story porches or
wings

. low-pitched roof, either hipped or
gable

. widely overhanging eaves with
exposed rafters

. windows placed in rows

. porches with masonry supports

The wide eaves of this North Main residence emphasize the
horizontal nature of the Prairie style.
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Craftsman

The Craftsman style was perhaps the most popular
early 20th-century style in the south. Created primarily in
California, it spread rapidly across the country by means
of pattern books and magazines. The Craftsman style was
a break with the popular revivals of historical styles and a
movement toward the modern house. It was influenced by
the English Arts and Crafts movement and by the wooden
architecture of Japan. There was a major emphasis on
materials and craftsmanship. The Craftsman style pro-
duced carefully designed houses, in which materials,
especially woodwork, and the way they were put together
into a structure were emphasized. Entire neighborhoods of
Craftsman style houses are common.

Characteristics:

. variety of materials

. low-pitched roof usually gabled or
hipped

. widely overhanging eaves, with open
exposed rafters

. large gables with decorative brackets
or braces at eaves and half timbering

o walls of wood, shingles, or masonry
veneer of stone or brick

. porches with short square columns set
on heavy masonry piers extending to
the ground

. windows with multi-paned sash over
large one-pane sash

. asymmetrical in shape

Craftsman bungalow located on Chesnut Street
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Minimal Traditional

The Minimal Traditional style was a simplified
form loosely based on the previously dominant Tudor and
English Vernacular style of the 1920s and 1930s. These
houses generally have a dominant front gable and mas-
sive chimneys, but a lower pitched roof. The facade is
simplified by omitting most of the traditional detailing.

The absence of decorative elements identifies this
Calhoun Street house as Minimal Traditional.
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House Types

= muy House type may be defined as the overall form or
the outline of the main or original part of the house, as
R well as the general layout of the interior rooms. External
- Ty decoration or ornamentation should not be considered in
respect to house types. In determining house type, only
the core of the house should be determined, excluding the
o wings, additions, and attached outbuildings. However,
additions should be looked at if they transform one house
- type to another. House types can sometimes provide
‘ important clues to the construction dates, usually within
several decades.
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Single Pen

A single-pen house consists of a single unit, either
square or rectangular. The location and arrangement of “
doors and windows vary. A single-pen roof is usually
gabled, and the chimney or flue is at the exterior of one
gable-end. Occasionally, the rectangular version is parti-
tioned into two rooms. Because of its small size, the
single-pen house was usually enlarged by additions, thus,
few remain in their original form.

Double Pen

Double-pen houses consists of two rooms, typically
- =) square. As in the single-pen, the arrangement and location
& of openings vary, but the most easily recognizable double- Hall-Parlor
pen house has two door in the main facade. Chimneys or

flues may be located at either or both ends. Gabled roofs ﬁ

are the most common roof form.

Hall - Parlor

Named after two old-fashioned uses for rooms, the
hall-parlor house consists of two unequal rooms. Entry is
into the larger of the two, the hall ( not to be confused
with hallway), which served as many functions. Typically
gabled, the hall-parlor is heated with one or two flues or
exterior end chimneys. The hall-parlor was adaptable and
expandable and popular for farm owners, tenant farmers
and mill workers alike.
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Saddlebag

The saddlebag house derives its name from a cen-
tral chimney flanked by two rooms. Rooms are usually
square, and the roof is usually gabled. There are two
subtypes, one with an exterior door into each room and
one with a vestibule beside the chimney.

Central Hallway

Central hallway types consists of a central hallway
or passageway between two rooms. It is distinguished
from other types with central hallways by being only one
room deep. The central hallway type most frequently has a
gabled roof and exterior end chimneys.

Georgian Cottage

The Georgian cottage is not named after the state
but for its floor-plan, associated with 18th century English
Georgian architecture. The Georgian plan consists of a
central hallway with two rooms on either side. The plan
shape is square or nearly so; the roof is usually hipped but
sometimes gabled; and the chimneys are sometimes in the
exterior walls but usually in the interior of the house,
between each pair of rooms.

s

Located on Secession Street, this house was
designed as a Georgian Cottage.
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Shotgun

Shotguns houses are one room wide and two or
more rooms deep, usually three. There is no hallway, and
all doors typically line up front to back. The roof is usu-
ally gabled, but hipped roofs are also used. The shotgun
was a primary housing type for low-income workers,
both in large cities and smaller towns.

This house on Fishers
Street is an example of
the Shotgun house, a
house type popular
throughout the South.

Double Shotgun

A two-family dwelling, the double-shotgun con-
sists of two shotgun houses side by side with no openings
in the shared central wall. Usually a single hipped or
gabled roof covers both sections. Like the shotgun type,
the double shotgun was built mostly for low-income
workers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Gabled Ell Cottage

In plan, the gabled ell cottage is T- or L-shaped and
usually with a gabled roof. Sometimes called the gabled-
front- and- wing house type, the gabled-ell cottage con-
sists of a gable-front at one end of a recessed wing that is
parallel to the facade. The front door, located in the re-
cessed wing, may lead into a hallway or directly into the
room in the wing. The gabled ell cottage was popular in
both rural and urban areas and in both modest and afflu-
ent neighborhoods during the period from 1875 to 1915.

N B

This example of a
Gabled Ell cottage
is found on
Walnut Street.




Queen Anne Cottage

Although the name of the Queen Anne cottage
derives from the architectural style from which it is fre-
quently linked, the house type also occurs with elements
from other styles or no style at all. It is characterized by a
square main mass with projecting gables on the front and
side. The rooms are arranged asymmetrically, and there is
no central hallway, two traits that distinguish the Queen
Anne cottage from another similar type the New South
Cottage. The roof is either pyramidal or hipped, and
chimneys are usually found in the interior. Although not
as common as the gabled ell cottage, the Queen Anne
cottage does appear in both urban and rural areas as
1890s.

With its assymetrical arrangement and multiple roof forms, this house,
located on Magazine Street, was constructed as a Queen Anne Cottage.

New South Cottage

Named after the turn-of-the-century period of great
economic growth and regional confidence, the New South
cottage was a very popular house type for middle and
upper-middle southerners between the 1890s and 1920s.
The New South cottage resembles the Queen Anne cottage
in that it has a central square mass, usually with a hipped
roof, and a gabled projections. The main distinguishing
trait of the New South cottage is its emphasis on symme-
try, the key element of which is the central hallway plan.
The central hallway is flanked by pairs of rooms, one or
both of which might project forward. A pair of gables in
the facade, either over projecting rooms or flush with the
wall of the main mass, frequently provided additional
symmetry to this house type.
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Pyramid Cottage

The pyramid cottage consists of a square main
mass, typically with four principal rooms and no hallway.
The most memorable feature is the steeply pitched pyra-
midal roof. Most pyramid cottages were built between
1910 and 1930.

Saltbox

This house type is an import from New England
and it limited almost entirely to mill villages. It consists of
a rectangular block two rooms wide and deep, 11/2
stories in the front and only 1 story a the rear. The gabled
roof has a short slope in the front and a long single slope
in the rear, giving the outline of a saltbox. Its period of
popularity was about 1920 and 1940.

Located on Seaboard Street,
this house is an example of a
saltbox.

I-House

I-houses are one room deep and at least two rooms
wide. The various floor plans of the I-house determine the
subtype: central hallway, hall-parlor, double-pen, and
saddlebag. The I-house type is named from is prevalence
in Midwestern states beginning with the letter “I”, such as
Illinois, Iowa, and Indiana. Most I-houses were built in
the 1840s through the 1880s.

Thic Cambridge Street
house was built based
on an I-house plan.
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Commercial Architectural Styles And
Types In Abbeville

Many types and styles of commercial architec-
ture are found in Abbeville. Some examples of high
style architecture can be seen in Abbeville’s downtown
area but most of the commerical structures have ele-
ments of several styles of commercial architecture. The
buildings surrounding Court Square are mostly of the
row building type. However, each commercial building
is unique in its style and type and thus gives down-
town Abbeville a true sense of place.

Commercial Building Styles:
Italianate 1840-1880

This style was popular in commercial and resi-
dential architecture in a time when many towns were
building and growing. These buildings are usually
made of simple red brick with a wood or metal brack-
eted cornice projecting out over the street at the top.
Just under the cornice there is often a decoration of
corbelled brick. Corbelled brick was also used exten-
sively in the decorative hoods over the windows as was
cast iron and sometimes wood. In its original form, a
second, smaller cornice capped the tall storefront,
which also featured decorative columns, perhaps of
cast iron, and large subdivided windows.

Characteristics:

. bracketed cornice

° corbelled brick under the cornice

® decorative window hoods either of cast
iron or wood

° storefront cornice decorated with columns

and large windows
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Queen Anne 1876-1900

The Queen Anne style is distinguished by the
variety of decorative elements and treatments. It’s not
unusual to see stone, metal, brick, terra cotta, and tile on
the same building. Both the facade and the storefront are
topped by simplified bracket cornices, while the street
level displays refined wood or metal detailing and leaded
glass transoms. A high level of technical craftsmanship
was reached in the mass production of building elements
like cast iron columns, decorative sheet metal and large
plates of glass, and these were extensively used in Queen
Anne buildings. Also common were decorative turrets,
especially at corner locations and bay windows attached
to the masonry facade.

Characteristics:

. mixture of materials

. bracketed cornices

. leaded glass transoms, sometimes of stained
glass

. cast iron columns

. decorative turrets and bay windows

Romanesque 1880-1900

This style, representing a return to architecture of
early medieval Europe for inspiration, enjoyed a brief but
widespread popularity in the late nineteenth century. The
distinctive trait of the Romanesque facade is the use of the
semi-circular arch, used singularly or in series. Invariably
it was a masonry building that was rough hewn and
massive, a red brick or stone fade with rusticated red
sandstone trim. Granite, terra cotta, and pressed brick
were also common. Massive arches over window and
door openings dominated the design, and windows set
back into the walls created a sense of great thickness and
weight. This style marked the earliest movement from
the exuberant Victorian era toward increased simplicity

which eventually led to today’s modern commercial
architecture.

Characteristics:

° semi-ciricular arch

" stone or brick facades
. feeling of heavines

Classical Revival 1890-1930

Reacting against the excessiveness of the Victorian
style, architects again turned to ancient Greece and Ro-
man models for inspiration and created the Classical
Revival style. Because it suggested the timeless ideal of
strength and stability this style was popular for govern-
ment, civic and mercantile structures and became almost
a national symbol. These facades were very formal in
character and usually symmetrical in composition. The
whole range of classical design motifs were used: the
temple front composition (pediment, entablature, and
columns), columns and rows of dentils, moldings, and
balustrades. The overall character of the facade was one
of great refinement. To emulate the bleached ruins of
ancient classic architecture, the Classic Revival facade was
always white or off-white in color. Brick, terra cotta and
stone were all used with dark trim. The use of bronze for
decorative detailing was also common.

Characteristics:

° symmetrical facade

° decorative use of classical elements, such as
columns, entablatures, pediments, and
balustrades

Tapestry Brick 1900-1930

Tapestry brick is one of the most commonly used
vernacular commercial styles of the early 1900’s. Because
of its relative economy, simple brickwork was used by the
builders of the day to decorate the office buildings. apart-
ments, stores and garages of the expanding cities. Bricks
were used in a great variety of colors, types, and configu-
ration to create many varied patterns. Because of the
regularity of brickwork, these patterns were strongly
geometrical. Natural stone, concrete, and terra cotta were
all occasionally used for trim and accent details. The
facades were generally simple in composition with
square-topped windows and decorative brickwork con-
centrated into panel-like designs (tapestries). Often the
facade was crowned with a distinctly profile parapet wall.

Characteristics:

. geometrically patterned brick decoration
. accent details in stone and terra cotta

. parapet wall covering the roof line
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Beaux Arts 1885-1930

The Beaux Arts style is defined by its wall surfaces
decorated by features, such as decorative garlands and
floral patterns. Other features typical of the Beaux Arts
style are Ionic or Corinthian pilasters and columns
(which are usually paired), walls of masonry (usually
smooth and light colored), and facade symmetry. The
Beaux Arts is a classical style and has many of the same
details found in other styles of Renaissance classical
inspiration. Entry porches with roofs supported by classi-
cal columns are common. Cornice lines are accented by
elaborate moldings, dentils, and modillions. Roof-line
balustrades and balustraded window balconies are com-
mon, as are elaborated window crown and surrounds.
Classical quoins, pilasters, and columns are almost uni-
versal.

Characteristics:

. ornate decoration

. use of quoins and Ionic and Corinthian
pilasters or columns

. elaborately decorated cornice moldings

Art Deco/Moderne 1925-1945

These styles reflected the growing fascination for
the glamorous “modern” life style. This type of commer-
cial facade represents quite a break from the earlier styles
of commercial architecture. New materials and decora-
tive motifs expressed the culture’s changing mood.

Metal, opaque glass, stone and terra cotta were all used in
creating the streamlined surfaces Geometric patterns like
chevrons and fluting were played against blank wall
areas for dramatic effect. Often stylized bas-relief panels
were used. Also metal casement windows in groups,
often accented by decorative spandral panels, created
powerful visual compositions. The strong shapes, verti-
cal emphasis and monolithic quality of these facades sets
them apart from previous styles. Use of strong rich
colors, lights, and unpainted shiney metal (stainless steel)
combine to create a “jazzy” appearance.

Characteristics:

. streamlined surfaces

. decorative chevrons

. grouped metal casement windows
[ ]
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Commercial Building Types:

Two-part commercial block

The most common type of composition used
for small and moderate-sized commercial buildings
throughout the country. This type of commercial
building is characterized by a horizontal division into
two distinct zones. This division reflects the different
uses within the building. The ground level is used
for public purposes—such as a store or a bank while
the second story serves a more private purpose, such
as offices or hotel rooms.

One-part commercial block

The one-part commercial block has only a
single story, which is treated in much the same way
as the ground floor of the two-part commercial block.
The one-part commercial block is a simple box with a
decorated facade. Most one-story commercial block
buildings were used for retail purposes.

Enframed window wall

This type of commercial building is unified by
enframing the large center section with a wide and
often continuous border, which is treated as a single
composition unit. Most commonly used for retail
stores, one-story enframed window wall buildings
usually have a large glazed area for display and a
simple surround. Decorative elements tend to be
modest, in keeping with the facade’s size.

Temple front

With facades derived from the temples of
Greek and Roman antiquity and treated as one com-
positional unit, temple-front buildings are generally
two or three stories high. Early examples of the
temple front in the United States date mostly from
the 1820s and 1830s, when the Greek Revival mode
became popular. The temple front was not devel-
oped primarily for commercial use; it was most often
employed for public, institutional, and religious
buildings. Yet it was also a distinguishing feature of
many banks. Temple fronts can also be seen in the
few merchants exchanges and shopping arcades built
during the 1820s and 1830s.
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ABBEVILLE RESIDENTIAL SURVEY FORM Photo : Roll___#

| S
L IDENTIFICATION
! HISTORIC NAME(S):
j i " ADDRESS/LOCATION: |
{ -
7 ‘ OWNERSHIP: __private __city __county __state __federal “
- — CATEGORY: __building __site __structure __object
. — HISTORIC USE(S): __single dwelling __multi dwelling __commercial __other |
CURRENT USE(S): __single dwelling __multi dwelling __commercial __ other |
ey POTENTIAL: __Nat. Register __NR district __archaeological
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
g_* — CONSTRUCTION DATE: ALTERATION DATE:
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OR INFLUENCE: __High __Elements __No Academic Style
TEE= ]
__Greek Revival __Gothic Revival __Italianate __Second Empire __Queen Anne
__Beaux Arts - __Folk Victorian __Colonial Revival __Neoclassical __Tudor Revival
— _ Craftsman __Prairie __Spanish Eclectic __Art Deco __International
- __Minimal Traditional __other
: ' HOUSE TYPE: (1 or 1 1/2 stories)
“» = __Single Pen __Saddlebag __Shotgun
() rectangular ()2 door () double
: () square () central door () Gable-ell
S - __Double Pen () central hallway __Temple-front cottage
__Hall and Parlor __Pyramidal Cottage __Ranch
d __Georgian Cottage __Plantation Bungalow __Mobile Home
il __other () bungalow
, - (2 or more stories)
T e 1 __I-house __Central Hall __Hall and Parlor
__Plantation Plain __Georgian House () double pen
__Gable-ell __American Foursquare () saddlebag
__Split-level __other !
DESCRIPTION
HISTORIC FLOOR PLAN: __rectangular __square hi O A I A O] s
__octagonal  __irregular __other
STORIES: __1story __11/2 stories __2 stories _ 21/2stories __3 stories __other
ROOF SHAPE: __gable(end to front) __gable (lateral) __hip __cross gable __pyramidal
__flat __truncated hip __gambrel __mansard __saltbox
__jerkinhead __gable-on-hip __mono-pitch __non-visible __other
PORCH WIDTH: __entrance bay only __over 1 bay, less than full facade __full facade __other
__facade & left elevation __facade & right elevation __facade& both elevations
PORCH ROOF SHAPE: __shed __hip __gable __pedimented gable  __flat __engaged
__partially engaged  __gable-on-hip or shed __engaged porte cochere __other
PORCH HEIGHT: __1story __1story w/deck __2 or more stories
; __2 or more tiers __roofed with balcony over __1 story hip/shed __other
NUMBER OF CHIMNEYS: __Exterior __Interior End __Interior
_ Central __Flue __Double Shouldered
“DOORS: __single __double __transom __fanlight __sidelights __other




— - p— % B

WINDOWS: __single __double __tripartie __grouped __decorative __display __other
PANE CONFIGURATION: _ Traceried _ Queen Anne block-glass _Prairie/bungalow/craftsman geometric
__not visible __other
Number of panes: / ; /
CONSTRUCTION METHOD: __masonry __frame __log __steel __other
CHIMNEY MATERIAL: __brick __stuccoed brick __stone __brick & stone __other
EXTERIOR WALL: —weatherboard __beaded weatherboard __shiplap __flushboard —_wood shingle
__stucco __tabby _ brick __brick veneer __stone veneer __cast-iron __marble
—asphaltroll  __synthetic siding__asbestos shingle__pigmented structural glass __other
FOUNDATION: __ not visible __brick pier __brick pier with fill __brick __stuccoed masonry
__stone pier —stone __concrete block __slab construction__basement __raised basement  __other
PORCH DETAILS:__chamfered posts —turned posts  __supports on pedestals __columns  __posts —piers
__pillars __freestanding posts __balustrade __apron wall __turned balusters __slat balusters
__decorative sawn balusters __other sawn/turned work __insect screening __porte cochere __other
DECORATIVE ELEMENT MATERIAL: __ cast iron __pressed metal __terra cotta __granite __marble
__cast stone __brick __wood __pigmented glass __stone __stucco __other
ROOF MATERIAL: __compostition shjngle —pressed metal shingle __wood shingle _ slate __raised seam metal
__other metal __rolled roofing __not visible __tile _ other
HISTORIC OUTBUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: __none __none visible __garage __shed
__tenant house __crib __store __other house __smokehouse __windmill
__office __slave house __barn __privy __silo __tobacco barn
_well __root cellar __kitchen __dairy __springhouse __chicken coop
__garage w/living area __other
SURROUNDINGS: __residential __residential/commercial __commercial strural  _ rural community __industrial
ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE COMMENTS:
ALTERATIONS:
CONDITIONS: __excellent __good cifaig __poor __derelict ruin

excellent = recently restore or rehabilitated

good = structural and cosmetically sound; in need of only routine maintenance
fair = structurally sound, but in need of cosmetic repair and routine manintenance
poor = in need of structural as well as cosmetic repair and routine maintenance
derelict = abandoned and in need of restoration

ruin = deteriorated beyond restorations

Recorder name

Date recorded / u

— e e

(8
== =]

i —

=

i —
i ]

' DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES: __ Excellent

ABBEVILLE COMMERCIAL SURVEY FORM Photo : Roll__#__

RESOURCE NAME:
ADDRESS:
TYPE OF RESOURCE: __building __site __structure __ruin __object __landscape feature
USE: Historic: __General Business __Store _ Restaurant  __Factory —_ Warehouse
__Transportation __Bank __School __Governmental __Church __other
Current:  __same as historic __vacant __other

ESTIMATED DATE: 1850 or earlier __1851-1875 __1876-1899 _ _1900-1925 __1926-1943 _ other_
e i e R B =LA

DESCRIPTION

COMMERCIAL FORM: __2 part commercial block __stacked vertical block __temple fropt __vault
__Central block w/wings __1 part commercial block __2 part vertical block  __arcaded block
__enframed window wall ~ __3 part vertical block __enframed block __other

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OR INFLUENCE: __High __Elements __No Academic Style
Federal __Second Empire __Romanesque __Tapestry Brick __Italianate
:Queen Anne __Art Moderne __Classical Revival __Art Deco __other,
BUILDING TYPE: _ Row __Detached __Multi-building complex __other
ESD ST i SR A S - s A WL RS AT

STORIES: P i i Ve ki) __ 3 or more
BAYS: One-story buildings: number _symmetr%cal _asymmetr%cal

Upper facade: number __symmctqcal _asymmetqcal

Storefront: number __symmetrical __asymmetrical
EXTERIOR MATERIAL __Clapboard . Brick __Stone __Novelty Board __Shingles __Flushboard

Vinyl/Alum. __Asphalt __Sheet Metal __ Vertical Board __Board& Batten__ Concrete Block

__Stucco __Asbestos __other.
DECORATIVE FEATURES: ' . ;
Elaborated cornice __Pilasters __Quoins __Bracketed cornice _Bngk corbelling
_Roof cresting __Sawn work __Balustrade = __Decorated shingles __Pediments
__Dentils __Tower __Cupola __Patterned brickwork  __Exposed rafters
S OLher
SIGNAGE: Type: __Flush sign __Hanging sign __Standing sign __other

Materials: ___Painted wood __ Carved wood __ Neon __other

MAJOR CHANGES: __addition __altered __moved __historic change __historic addition

__Good __Fair PoOOr __Ruined




ROOF SHAPE: _ gable (end to front)  __gable (lateral) __hip __cross gable  __pyramidal
__flat __truncated hip __gambrel __mansard __saltbox
__Jjerkinhead __gable-on-hip __mono-pitch  __non-visible  __other

DOORS: __single __double __transom __fanlight __sidelights __other

WINDOWS: __single __double __tripartie __grouped __decorative __display __other

PANE CONFIGURATION: __ Traceried __Queen Anne block-glass
__not visible __other

__Prairie/bungalow/craftsman geometric

Number of panes: / : /
ZONSTRUCTION METHOD: __masonry __frame __log __steel __other
DECORATIVE ELEMENT MATERIAL: __ castiron __pressed metal __terra cotta __granite __marble
__cast stone __brick __wood __pigmented glass __stone
__stucco __other i
ROOF MATERIAL: __compostition shingle __pressed metal shingle __wood shingle __slate __raised seam metal
__other metal __rolled roofing __not visible __tile __other

SURROUNDINGS: __residential __residential/commercial __commercial rural

o] __rural community __industrial
ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE COMMENTS:
ALTERATIONS:
=0
CONDITIONS: __ excellent __good __fair __poor __derelict ruin

excellent = recently restore or rehabilitated

good = structural and cosmetically sound; in need of only routine maintenance
fair = structurally sound, but in need of cosmetic repair and routine manintenance
poor = in need of structural as well as cosmetic repair and routine maintenance
derelict = abandoned and in need of restoration

ruin = deteriorated beyond restorations

Recorder name

Date recorded / /

R e e e L i e in s i
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SURVEY DEFINITIONS

Historic name: The historic name of the property, or the
original owners of said property, or the name of the

significant people or events associated with the resource.

Address/location: The number and street name of the
property.

Ownership: The current owner of the building or struc-
ture, either private, city, county, state or federal.

Category: The type of historic resource which is being
surveyed: building, site, structure, or object.

Historic use: An indication of a previous use for the
property, e.g. a historic residence converted to an an-
tique store.

Current use: How the building is presently being used.

Potential: The liklihood of a historic resource for being
listed on the National Register, in a National Register
district, or designated for archeological purposes.

Construction Date: The date the resource was con-
structed or created.

Alteration date: The date of any major alterations.
Major alterations change the basic character of a prop-
erty (for example, a c. 1800 two-room log house which
was enlarged in 1820 to become a six-room frame I
house, or an ante-bellum farmhouse which was remod-
eled in 1880 in the Second Empire style).

Architectural Style or Influence

High: Any structure designed and built according to
specific, easily identifiable national or regional styles
influenced by architectural trends and fashions.

Elements: Those structures which show some aspect of
high style decoration or ornamentation but not to the
extent of a high style building. For a complete descrip-
tion of architectural styles see page
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House type: Identification of the building by its
overall massing and floor plan.

Historic floor plan: The shape of a building which
does not include porches and later additions.

Stories: The number of complete stories. An attic
with living space is considered a half story.

Roof shape: The basic configuration of the roof of the
principal building.

Porch width: The width of the porch in proportion to
the width of the building.

Porch roof shape: The basic configuration of the
porch roof.

Porch height: The height of the porch in proportion
to the height of the building.

Number of chimneys: The number and type of chim-
neys on the building.

Doors: The number and type of doors on the struc-
ture.

Windows The most common historic type(s) of
windows on the building.

Pane configuration The pane configuration of the
primary windows of the building.

Construction method: The structural system used in
the building.

Chimney material: The material used to construct
the chimney, e.g. brick, stone, or stucco.

Exterior walls: The major materials used in the wall

treatments and exterior finish of the principal build-
ing in the resource.

Foundation The material that forms the foundation
and the type of foundation

—
-
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Porch details

Posts narrow freestanding vertical members

Columns round freestanding vertical members that are
more substantial than posts and usually repre-
sent one of the classical orders or a variant form

Pillars squared freestanding vertical members that are
more substantial than posts

Piers solid masonry vertical members

Supports on pedestals any support on a block or pedes-
tal, usually constructed of masonry, but not
always

Freestanding vertical members that rise from the ground
to the roof of a porch and usually have a re-
cessed porch deck

Decorative element material: The material(s) used in
architectural detailing or decorative design.

Roof material: The substance with which the roof is
covered e.g. asphalt or slate shingles, standing seam metal

Historic outbuildings and structures: The particular type
of secondary or support building(s) found on the prop-

erty.

Surroundings: The description of the neighborhood in
which the resource is found (residential, commercial, etc.)

Additional descriptive comments: Any other architec-
tural detailing that has not been included on this resource
form and which may give a more accurate description of
the resource. The descriptive comments can also include
description of landscape features, such as the presence of
retaining walls, historic curbs, sidewalks, decorative
sculpture and notable vegetation.

Alterations: Comments on the changes that the structure
has undergone—both historic and non-historic.

Condition: The structural condition of the building:
excellent, good, fair, poor, derelict, or ruin.

——ﬁ
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PERCENTAGE OF COMMERICAL VS.
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

COMMERCIAL
19%

RESIDENTIAL
81%
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PERCENTAGE OF ABBEVILLE'S
HISTORIC STRUCTURES

HIGH STYLE
29 %

VERNACULAR

71%
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ESTIMATED DATES OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

7% 1%

92%

B ANTEBELLUM
B EARLY 20TH CENTURY

B POST-BELLUM
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HIGH STYLE DISTRIBUTION IN ABBEVILLE

GEORGIAN |}

CLASSICAL REVIVAL [
MINIMAL TRADITIONAL
BEAUX ARTS
NEOCLASSICAL REVIVAL |
CRAFTSMAN |

QUEEN ANNE

GOTHIC REVIVAL J
SECOND EMPIRE |}
INTERNATIONAL |
TUDOR §

COLONIAL REVIVAL |
FOLK VICTORIAN
ITALIANATE

GREEK REVIVAL
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DISTRIBUTION OF OUTBUILDINGS IN ABBEVILLE
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Survey Analysis

Upon completion of the intensive historic resources
survey, information accumulated on the forms was
analysized. Attention was focused on specific categories
on the form, namely architectural style, condition of
building, and existence of outbuildings. The findings of
the analysis assisted in the creation of historic resource
maps illustrating number and location of building styles,
as well as formulating recommended local historic dis-
tricts. A detailed depiction of the data follows:

Number of Vernacular Structures-520
Number of High Style Structures-217
Number of Houses-737

Number of Commercial Structures-171

Total Historic Structures-908

High Style Structures

Greek Revival-5 Gothic Revival-5
Italianate-1 Queen Anne-9

Folk Victorian-45 Craftsman-49
Colonial Revival-16 Neoclassical Revival-6
Tudor-1 Beaux Arts-2

Prairie-1 Minimal Traditional-67
International-3 Classical Revival-1
Second Empire-1 Georgian-1

Elements of Vernacular Structures

Greek Revival-9 Gothic Revival-7
Italiante-2 Queen Anne-5

Folk Victorian-73 Craftsman-223
Colonial Revival-30 Neoclassical Revival-3
Tudor-4 Prairie-5

Minimal Traditional-19 International-1

Art Deco-1 Second Empire-1
Queen Anne Cottage-1 Free Classic-1

Italian Renaissance-1 No Style-97
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Condition of High Style Structures

Excellent-9
Good-53
Fair-40
Poor-5
Ruin-0
Derelict-0

Condition of Vernacular Structures

Excellent-5
Good-102
Fair-129
Poor-47
Ruin-0
Derelict-9

Types of Outbuildings

Other house-7

Kitchen-3

Shed-54

Garage-59

Garage w/Living Space-4
Privy-1

Gazebos-2

Barn-1

Commercial Buildings

Tapestry-36 Classical-7
Beaux Arts-2 Gothic Revival-1
Italianate-15 No Style-12

Art Deco-2 Craftsman-1

Queen Anne-1 Romanesque-3
Warehouse-2

Other

Gothic Revival Church-2
Hospital-1
Hanger-1

Condition of Non-Residential Structures

Excellent-8
Good-15
Fair-44
Ruin-0
Derelict-3

103




Recommended Local Historic Districts

Alocally designated historic district provides a
significant measure of protection against demolition and
demolition by neglect for those buildings located within
the district. While properties adjacent to Abbeville’s town
square are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places as a historic district, local designation ensures a

o — greater amount of legal protection for Abbeville’s historic
- resources.
— L Based on the analysis of the survey data, eight
areas are recommended for designation as local historic
s districts. Each of these recommended areas possesses
i E characteristics which help to define the district, including
= cohesiveness of area, period of development, and architec-
| - tural styles found within area. The eight recommended
areas for local designation are:
| - . .
e 1) North Main Street - to include the area located on
North Main Street, from the intersection with Greenville
= Street north to the intersection with Miller Street.
‘ 2) Greenville Street - to include the area located on
| V- Greenville Street, from the intersection with North Main
Street up to and including Greenville Street Elementary
- School.

‘ 3) Magazine and Secession Streets - to include the area
l = located on Magazine Street, Marshall Court, Sondley
Circle, and the area located on Secession Street from the

| " intersection with Magazine Street to the intersection with
bty T the Poplar Street Extension.
- 4) Parker and Chesnut Streets - to include the area lo-
cated on Chestnut Street from the intersection with
— Greenville Street to the intersection with Washington
T Street, and all of Parker Street.
- 5) Cherry and Henry Turner Streets - to include Cherry
Street and Henry Turner Street as well as the area on
= Secession Street between the intersection with Branch
—~=k Street and Henry Turner Street.
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6) Abbeville Milliken Mill Village - to include Mill Street,
Seaboard Street, Cross Street, Maple Street, Barnwell

Street, Brooks Street, Cox Street, Langley Street, and the
area on South Main Street from the railroad overpass to
the intersection with Perry Street.

7) Church Street - to include Church Street, from West
Pinckney Street to the intersection with Walnut Street.

8) Town Square Commercial - to include areas immedi-
ately adjacent to the town square, including Trinity Street,
Pickens Street, and those sections of North and South
Main Street immediately adjacent to the square.

Local Landmarks

* indicates properties on the National Register of Historic Places.

Residential Resources

°Brown—Calvgrt—Kerr—Hgngg House- 312 Greenville Street.

This house was built in 1893 originally as a one story
frame house. The upper stories were added in 1920 and
show elements of Colonial Revival.

* Brown-Neuffer-Ford House- 415 North Main. This
house was built in 1900 in the Queen Anne style of archi-
tecture. The massive oaks in the front yard were planted
the same year the house was built.

* Burt-Stark House*- 306 North Main Street. This desig-
nated National Historic Landmark, was built in the
1840’s by David Lesley, planter, lawyer, and Abbeville
District Judge in the Greek Revival style.

¢ Calhoun-Smith-Wilson House- 400 North Main Street.
This house was built ca. 1860 in the Greek Revival style.
As was popular in the nineteenth century, a boxwood
parterre garden, designed with intricate patterns was laid
out in the front yard.

*Charles Dendy House- This two story frame residence
was originally built in 1815 on the southeast corner of the
public square. It was moved from its original location to
its present site around 1893.

e Dupre-Latimer-Sondley House- 405 Sondley Avenue.

This house built c. 1885 shows elements of Gothic Revival
style architecture.

eGary-Aiken House- 306 Greenville Street. This Folk
Victorian house was built in 1881 as a private residence.
A small weatherboarded playhouse is located in the side
yard near the house.

eGary-Little-Dupre House- 408 Greenville Street. Built in
1905, it is an example of the Neo-Classical Revival style of

architecture.
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eHarris House- 200 South Main Street. Built in 1896-1901
in the Queen Anne style, this large residence is still owned
and occupied by descendants of the original owner. The
house was designed by Atlanta architectural firm of Bruce
and Morgan for John A. Harris, president of the Abbeville
Cotton Mills.

eThomas Dry Howie House- This is the boyhood home of
the Major of St. Lo, Thomas Dry Howie. A graduate of the
Citadel, he went on to become a teacher at Staunton Mili-
tary Academy, Virginia and then on to active military
service.

eKerr-Bowie House- 313 Greenville Street. This house
built c. 1919 is a good example of Dutch Colonial architec-
ture.

oLee-Wright-Reid House- 411 North Main Street. This is
Abbeville’s most outstanding example of Second Empire
architecture which is exhibited through its mansard roof
form. It was built in 1885.

*Lythgoe-Barnwell House- 308 Greenville Street. Built in
the early 1880’s near the present Presbyterian Church, it
was moved in 1887 to its present location. In the early
twentieth century it underwent extensive renovation.

eMcGowan-Barksdale House- 211 North Main Street.
Designed by Atlanta architect G.L. Norman in the Queen
Anne style, the house was constructed in 1888. It was the
home of General Samuel McGowan, organizer of
McGowan’s Brigade in Abbeville during the Civil War.
The house was donated in 1989 to the Abbeville Historical
Society who will restore the structure for use as their
headquarters.

*McGowan-Gary-Hagan House- 311 Greenville Street.

This house was built ca. 1887 and was the home of Eugene

B. Gary, Chief Justice of the S.C. Supreme Court from 1912
to 1926.

* Amos B. Morse House- 406 North Main Street. This
structure was built in 1884.

*Dr. Neuffer House- 312 North Main Street. This house,
built for Dr, Gottleb A. Neuffer, a prominent early
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Abbeville physician, is in the Queen Anne style of archi-
tecture.

* Parker-Greene-Freese House- 402 Greenville Street.

Built in 1859, it is the oldest house standing in its neigh-
borhood.

*Perrin House- 416 North Main Street. This large red-
brick house, built in 1912 was the first “modern” house
built on the block. It shows elements of the Prairie style
of architecture.

*Quay-Wardlaw House-104 South Church Street. This is
the oldest extant building in the city, displaying several
phases of construction. The original log cabin was built in
the 1780’s by John Quay who operated a tavern for stage
coach travelers. It was later purchased by James
Wardlaw who made additions creating the present house.

*Robertson-Hutchinson House- 419 North Main
Street.Built in 1881 in the Italianate style, the house sits on
the site of an earlier structure that was destroyed by fire.
The redwood tree in the front is the oldest and largest
redwood tree in South Carolina.

e Simpson-Power House- 412 North Main Street. Built in
1907-08, this unusual example of architecture shows
elements of the Shingle Style. The stone porte-cochere on
the left was used to protect passengers as they got in and
out of their buggies and early automobiles.

eSmith-Visanska House- Built in 1802, the house was
designed in the Gothic Revival style. It is now missing
the widow’s walk on the roof top which defined the
structures character.

e White-Smith House- 305 North Main Street. Built in
1882, it is Abbeville’s finest example of residential Gothic
Revival architecture. The house boasts tall roofs and
sawn wood trim along the eaves.

Institutional Resources

e Abbeville County Library- Corner of South Main Street
and Cherry Street. The Library, designed by James Knox
Taylor, was built in 1912 as the original Abbeville branch
of the United States Post Office. It operated as a post
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office until 1966.

*Belmont Inn-1902-03- Court Square. Originally named
the Eureka Inn, this Craftsman style hotel was built in
1902-1903. The hotel closed in 1972 and remained vacant
until 1983 when it was restored and reopened.

*County Courthouse*- Court Square. This structure is

part of the two-building complex built in 1908. It is the
town’s fifth court house and was designed in the Beaux
Arts style by the Atlanta firm of Edwards and Walter.

*Old Abbeville County Jail- Corner of Poplar and Cherry
Streets. This building, thought to be designed by Robert

Mills, was built in 1854. The three story stucco building
housed criminals and officers until 1948. The building
now serves as the Abbeville County Museum.

*Old Abbeville Fire Department- 111, 113 South Main
Street. This Art Deco building was constructed in 1924.

*The Opera House*- Court Square. This structure was
dedicated along with the County Courthouse on October

1, 1908 as part of a two-building complex. These two
structures completed the development of the town square.

Religious Resources

* Abbeville Presbyterian Church- Corner of North Main
and West Pinckney Streets. This congregation was

founded in 1853. The current structure was built in 1888 in
the Gothic Revival style.

* Abbeville Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church- The
Congregation was established in 1889 and first wor-
shipped in the Abbeville County Courthouse. The Gothic
Revival Church was built in 1891 and continues to serve
the congregation. Its interior features a stained wood,
open scissors-truss support system and a pipe organ. The
walls are stuccoed and have paneled wainscoting.

. %rst Baptist Church- Corner of North Main Street and
Ellis Avenue. Built in 1871, it was designed in the Greek
Revival style of architecture. Previous to the construction

of their permanent church building, members worshipped
in Lawson Hall on Pinckney Street.
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*Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, Corner of North
Main and East Pinckney Streets - Built in 1885, this Gothic
Revival church was designed by E. Foggette of
Spartanburg, S.C. The building was badly damaged by
fire in 1985 and has since undergone extensive renovation.
The church is noted for its interior woodwork and stained
glass windows.

*St. James African Methodist Episcopal Church, 305
Cherry Street- The St. James AME Church was established

shortly after the Civil War. Its first building was con-
structed in 1867 and continued to be used until the new
structure was built in 1899. The congregation began reno-

vations several years ago on this historic , Gothic Revival
Church.

¢ Trinity Episcopal Church*- 101 Church Street. Built in
1860, it was designed by George E. Walker of Columbia in

the Gothic Revival Style. It underwent restoration in 1975-
1976.

e Trinity Cemetery*- The cemetery was laid out some
distance behind the church in 1860. There are approxi-
mately 75 graves located there including Armistead Burt
and soldiers of the Confederate States Army. This is also
the site of the California redwood tree brought back by
Colonel J. Foster Marshall.

eUnited Methodist Church- Corner of North Main and
East Pinckney Streets. This is the oldest organized church
within the city limits of Abbeville, having been established
in 1826. The present Gothic Revival structure was the third
church built by the congregation and was dedicated March
11, 1888.

Historic District

e Abbeville Historic District *- Designated in December,
1983, the district is comprised of a large portion of the city
of Abbeville. The focal point of the district is the Court
Square; located here are the County Courthouse, Opera
House, and a collection of well-preserved nineteenth
century commercial buildings. The district also includes
the older residential sections of the city, several early
churches, two school buildings, and three buildings associ-
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ated with the city’s railroad history. Most of the properties
within the district reflect the city’s nineteenth and early
twentieth century history, displaying a wide variety of
architectural styles.

Industrial Resources

eMilliken Mill- Established in 1895 ,the original mill struc-
ture which was a three story structure, 102 feet x 244 feet
with a 150 feet tall smokestack was designed by Boston
architects Lockwood and Greene. Over the years, the mill
has been added on to several times.

eSouthern Railroad Depot- 110 Chestnut Street. This
Craftsman style depot was built between 1901-1906.

Rural and Cultural Resources

eFort Pickens- The Revolutionary War fort of General
Andrew Pickens. Constructed in 1768, the Fort was in-
tended to protect Pickens and his neighbors from Indian
attacks. During the Revolutionary War, the fort served as
headquarters for the General.

*Qld Spring- Off Poplar Street near Spring Street. The site
of the spring was reserved by General Andrew Pickens in
the late 1700’s for public use. Since the land adjacent to
the Spring was hilly, the main part of town was built on
more level ground near the square.

*Secession Hill- On Secession Avenue between Branch and
Magazine Streets. This wooded hillside was known as
Magazine Hill prior to 1860 because of its proximity to the
old powder magazine. It was renamed Secession Hill after
the meeting held on November 22, 1860 resolved to sup-
port the secession of South Carolina from the Union.

Commercial Resources

*Cooperative Grocery- 103, 105, 107 West Pickens Street.
This downtown structure was built in 1908.

*Edith’s- 101 West Pickens Street- Built in 1865, it was one
of three buildings to survive the devastating fires of 1872.

*Farmer’s Warehouse- 321 Washington Street. Built in
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1901, it continued to be added on to until 1930. It was
originally used to store cotton and had railroad siding
running along the rear of the building.

* NCNB Building- Court Square. This building was con-
structed ca. 1860 and now contains five paintings by
Wilbur Kurtz depicting the history of Abbeville from 1756
to Reconstruction.

*Press and Banner- 109 West Pickens. Originally built as a
Post Office in 1906, this building now serves the Press and

Banner. It was built in the Romanesque style of architec-
ture.
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History of Gardens and Landscape Features

Gardens

Abbeville has a rich heritage of gardens and land-
scapes, extending back to the late eighteenth century when
the midlands and upcountry of South Carolina began to
rival the lowcountry economically. Previously, wealth had
been concentrated on the coast due to the cash crops of
indigo, rice, and sugar cane, but with the invention of the
cotton gin in 1793, South Carolina became one of the major
cotton producing states. Many farmers and planters in the
interior made fortunes in cotton and were able to create
gardens that reflected their new prosperity. One interest-
ing feature of these ornamental gardens was the frequent
use of boxwood planted in formal patterns or parterres,
ranging from geometric shapes to intricate scrollwork.
Boxwood had been popular in the formal lowcountry
gardens of the early eighteenth century, and it was even
better adapted to the cooler temperatures and soils of the
piedmont, with trees, shrubs, and bulbs usually placed
symmetrically within the pattern.

Nineteenth century southern ornamental gardens
tended to be less influenced by Andrew Jackson
Downing’s style than the rest of the country. Downing, the
popular American landscape gardener, promoted the use
of Gothic architecture and picturesque evergreens in an
informal style. In the South, where houses were being built
in the classical style, the English horticulturist John
Claudius Loudon’s gardenesque influence was stronger.
Southerners often continued to lay out their gardens
symmetrically with boxwood edging.

The Victorian period of 1860-1900 has been called
the golden age of gardening in America. Plant expeditions
to the Orient and to the American frontier resulted in a
broadening of the plant palette available to the southern
gardener. It was during this period that many of
Abbeville’s finest gardens were formed. In April 1859, the
Independent Press made the following observation: “The
private residences of our village present many objects of
attraction to the eye of a stranger with their surroundings
of fine shrubbery and beautiful flower gardens” (Ware,
60).




Boxwood border at Trinity Episcopal
Church drawn by Christy Snipes, based
on Sanborn Insurance map of Abbeville,
1889.
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Reverend Benjamin Johnson, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church from 1855-1867, is credited with the
design of the boxwood garden that once fronted the
parsonage and was to the side of the church. Johnson
placed orders for plants from William Sumner’s Pomaria
Nurseries in Newberry County, which, from the 1840s to
the 1880s, offered a wide range of plant material to cus-
tomers across the nation. During this period Pomaria
rivaled Birkman’s Nursery in Augusta for the diversity of
horticultural products available. Reverend Johnson's
requests from Pomaria reflected the style of the day,
including picturesque evergreen trees newly available
from the Orient, other exotics such as Swedish juniper, as
well as perennial favorites such as roses and boxwood.
Historical accounts as early as 1868 reflected the beauty
and charm of the garden, which was symmetrically laid
out in a formal style, most likely with shrubs planted in
the center of the design. Addition of a small lane at the
turn of the century and the creation of a street in 1907
resulted in a portion of the boxwood pattern being de-
stroyed. A master plan for the restoration of the garden

was completed by Christy Snipes, historic garden consult-

ant and landscape architect, in 1989.

Trinity Episcopal Church Garden

Abbeville historians have also cited Johnson’s
1andscape efforts at the homes of Major Armistead Burt,
Dr. J.W. Marshall, Colonel J. Foster Marshall, and General
Samuel McGowan. The Colonel J. Foster Marshall
grounds, today the property of Mr. And Mrs. Rufus
Hutchinson, were described in 1932 by historian Lewis
Perrin as containing many unusual varieties of shrubs,
magnificent magnolias, and stately cedar trees. Both Perrin
and Mary Hemphill Greene cite Johnson’s contribution to
the property, although there is little primary documenta-
tion of this effort. Orders to Pomaria were placed in 1860
and were listed directly under those of Reverend Johnson.
Today the property contains remnants of the past land-
scape, the magnificent California redwood, brought home
by Colonel Foster following his service in the Mexican War
in 1848, still surviving, but is threatened due to a deterio-

ration in the historic character of the surrounding neigh-
borhood.

Colonel J. Foster Marshall Garden, located at 419 North Main

Receipt books from Pomaria Nurseries showed that
Armistead Burt placed an order in 1863, requesting hollies,
magnolias, nandina, mahonia, and eleagnus. Floride
Clemson, granddaughter of John C. Calhoun and cousin of
Mrs. Burt, wrote in her diary in March, 1866: “Cousin
Martha has the handsomest garden I ever saw . .. and
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many of the early hyacinths were out in it on the first of
February” (Christy Snipes, presentation to Abbeville
Historical Society). An 1881 description mentions beauti-
ful flowers in the yard and picturesque and lovely
grounds.

The Major Armistead Burt Garden at 306 North Main Street

Records from Pomaria also show an extensive
order in 1863 for the J.W. Marshall landscape on Magazine
Street. Miss Fanny Dupre, granddaughter of Dr. Marshall,
remembers a carriage drive bordered by crape myrtle
leading up to a straight walkway, then a circular walkway

surrounded by boxwood with flowers planted within the
circle.

Another surviving boxwood garden is the
Calhoun-Smith-Wilson property on N. Main Street. The
house was built in the 1850s by James C. Calhoun. His
orders to Pomaria for the garden are some of the most
sophisticated and lengthy in the book. Today the garden
retains its box plantings and patterns, with flowering
shrubs arranged in the center of the patterns, along with

heritage roses, bulbs, and flowers, representative of a
southern Victorian-era garden.

Calhoun-Smith-Wilson Garden at 400 North Main

From past newspaper accounts, the landscape at the
.- Shillito-Townsend house may be the oldest surviving
) garden in the city. Also known as the Frances-Mahala
garden, it was described by Mary Hemphill Greene in 1935
as being over one- hundred years old. In this garden,
Mahala Shillito and her daughter, Frances Jane Lawson,
- - tended boxwood laid out in round and hexagonal shapes,
. | along with crape myrtle of every color, magnolias, daffo-
| dils, and pecan trees. Mrs. W.D. Wilson carried on the

_i-j, " tradition of her grandmother and mother by adding a rose

garden, rockery, and lily pool, creating the effect of several

5 Q charming garden rooms. On January 25, 1995, a carpet of
- lenten roses and daphne, quince, and camellias were in

bloom. Today encroaching development has threatened

- -
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i ™ The Frances-Mahala Garden at the Shillito-Townsend House
7 located at 204 South Main Street

They walked over the crackling leaves
in the garden, between the lines of Box,
breathing its fragrance of eternity; for
this is one of the odors which carrys out
of time into the abysses of the
unbeginning past; if we ever lived on
another ball of stone than this, it must
be that there was Box growing on it.

--Elise Veneer,
Oliver WendelL Holmes, 1861
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The Frances-Mahala Garden at the Shillito-Townsend House
located at 204 South Main Street

The garden of the Robert Hill house on Secession
Street is associated with the garden of the Shillito-
Townsend house. According to Ella Cox, this late nine-
teenth century landscape was created by Mamie Lawson,
Mrs. W.D. Wilson'’s sister, using box cuttings from the
patterns at the Main Street garden. The plant materials in
these two gardens are quite similar, both abundant in
vegetation. Nandina, cherry laurel, winter honeysuckle,
yucca, camellias, American holly, aucuba, flowering
cherry, youpon, quince, wisteria, and crape myrtle are a
few of the woody ornamentals that were seen here in
January, 1995. Fortunately, this property was recently
acquired and seems to be in no danger of deterioration.

The Robert Hill House Garden at 307 Secession Street
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The landscape of the McGowan-Barksdale house
was begun when General Samuel McGowan built an
elaborate Queen Anne Style house to replace the Gothic
house, owned by J.M. Perrin, that burned in 1887. The
landscape reflected the favored Victorian-era style and
complemented the elegance of the structure, extending
into the twentieth century with its later inhabitants, the
Longs and the Barksdales. Christy Snipes has conducted
extensive research on the landscape, documenting the
remnants of this Victorian-era garden in order to prepare a
master plan for its restoration.

b Y - L . ’ V4 ‘,“;«-.
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General Samuel McGowan Garden at 211 North Main Street

One of the most outstanding gardens in Abbeville’s
history was destroyed by fire in 1877. The Colonel Thomas
Perrin garden was described as a real showplace in its day,
and the Press and Banner described the property on Febru-
ary 14, 1877 in its report of the fire: “This ornament and
pride of the village, surrounded by the most superb gar-
dens of choice evergreens and trained shrubbery to be
found anywhere in the state,” was consumed by fire (Ware,
60).

(Principal source for this section was a copy of Christy Snipe’s presentation to
the Abbeville County Historical Society in 1990 supplied by the author).

Many of the gardens just described are located on
streets that radiate from the public square that anchors the
downtown commercial district. Centered around the 1906
Confederate Monument, the Square was once an open lot
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where horses and buggies were tied up while farmers
sold their goods. The flower urns at the each end of the
Square were given to the town in 1900 in memory of a
railroad worker’s wife who died in childbirth. The double

making art out of what others call junk. A garden to these
designers is a place to grow vegetables; a yard is for flow-
ers and shrubs. According to Richard Westmacott, whose
book African-American Gardens and Yards in the Rural South  There is always something new out of

Too old to plant trees for my own

gratification I shall do it for posterity.

--Thomas Jefferson
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clapper bell was originally atop the Court House and was
used to summon citizens to the Square for special an-
nouncements. It hung for many years in the breezeway
between the Court Hose and the Opera House until it was
put on display in the Square. The fountain, once a water-
ing trough for animals brought into town, was given to
the town in 1910 by the National Human Alliance, fore-
runner of the National Humane Society. In 1919 the i h
Square was bricked in.

Abbeville Town Square circa 1906

Three great fires in the 1870s destroyed much of the
commercial district, however most of what was rebuilt
remains today. The Square’s visual cohesiveness is based

in part on the vist.as created by North and South Main, =
Trinity, and Pickens Streets as they radiate from it, as well
as by the row-building pattern of the Square’s Victorian- -

era cqmmercial buildings, many of which were rehabili-
tated in the 1980s. Today the Abbeville Beautification

Committee plants bulbs, pansies, and geraniums in vari-
ous areas of the Square.

Abbeville is not just a place of Victorian-era box-
wood gardens. Vernacular landscapes with less formal
plantings abound, and there are several classic African-
American swept yards. The design of these “yards” re-
flects the evolution of generations of making do and

was published in 1992, there is a kind of playful inventive-  Africa.
ness in African-American yards that parallels their impro-

i : ; : - --Pliny the Elder
visation in music and the decorative arts.

Vernacular landscape

Walls, Fences, and Outbuildings

Many of Abbeville’s landscapes are enclosed by
historic fences and walls. There are several wonderful
examples of surviving picket fences, as Victorian-era
gardens were usually defined very clearly with fences. The
historic postcard view below of Magazine Street shows the
dominance of the picket fence at this time. Surviving
examples are found at the Shillito-Townsend and Robert
Hill gardens, as well as a wonderful Gothic motif fence at
309 Magazine Street. Concrete and stone retaining walls
front many of the later twentieth century landscapes.
Nineteenth century outbuildings such as the Gothic de-
pendencies at the McGowan-Barksdale house and the :
playhouse of the Gary-Aiken house deserve protection in
their own right. There are also several historic twentieth

century garages that survive.
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Playhouse at the Gary-A H
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Open Space

The Abbeville County Educational Garden is lo-
cated on Henry M. Turner Street at the site of the Conser-
vation Cabin. The garden contains plants native to the area
and was established in 1979 by the late Mary McPhail. The
city of Abbeville maintains two city parks, one very small
one on First Street and another one on Greenville Street.
The city also owns the Old Spring, donated by General
Andrew Pickens for public use in the late 1700s. Pickens at
that time owned much of what is now the city of
Abbeville, and the proximity of the spring has been cited
as a reason for the selection of the present-day square as
the site of the new court house in 1785.

Abbeville County Educational Garden on Henry M. Turner Street
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Recommendations

1. It is recommended that an equal amount of effort
should be spent in preserving Abbeville’s historic gardens
as has been spent preserving its historic houses. Organi-
zations such as the Garden Conservancy provide techni-
cal assistance and advice in this area. Landscapes can
also be nominated to the National Register of Historic
Places.

2.1t is recommended that the landscape of the
Square be returned to a more accurate interpretation than
is presently being offered. False historicism should be
avoided, as this kind of treatment can be misleading.
Examples of inappropriate work include the introduction
of historic-looking benches that are actually a new design,
placement of garden structures that were not part of an
historical evolution of the site, and removal of site fur-
nishings that were part of the historical evolution.

3.1t is recommended that appropriate zoning be
adopted in areas where development and infill threaten
historic landscapes.

4. It is recommended that a tree ordinance be
adopted to protect Abbeville’s many heritage trees.

5. It is recommended that Abbeville’s streetscape
be improved by planting more trees and developing
parking areas buffered with plant materials. Several
different drought-resistant selections, concentrating on
material native to South Carolina, would provide for
greater variety and ensure that a problem with one spe- ’

cies would not affect all trees and shrubs planted. V-
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Threats To Historic Resources

If historic preservation efforts are to be successful
in Abbeville, the community must take a proactive ap-
proach. The ability to recognize potential threats to his-
toric resources which might jeopardize the quality of life
and sense of place is the first step in this approach. Only
when the threats to Abbeville’s historic resources are
realized can a plan for future action be implemented with
the necessary safeguards to protect resources and prevent
demolition. There are many tools available to individuals,
organizations, and government that will be instrumental
in creating an effective preservation program.

Lack of Preservation Education and Awareness

One of the greatest risks to historic resources is a
lack of awareness in the community of the value of these
resources. This problem is best addressed through heri-
tage education. The Burt-Stark mansion is an excellent
example for showing the benefit of heritage education for
both the community and for tourists. Heritage education
can also take the form of local festivals, town history
celebrations, and neighborhood, house, and garden tours.
It is important to remember that heritage education

should address the history of all Abbeville’s citizens, from
the wealthiest to the poorest, from the founding of
Abbeville to the recent past.

Lack of Preservation Policy

Without proper local preservation policies and
guidelines, even the most recognized and appreciated
historic resources can fall prey to insensitive changes and
even demolition. The most powerful protection for his-
toric resources stems from a local preservation ordinance.
Without this and other legal tools, historic resources can
be demolished or altered beyond recognition.
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Demolition by Neglect

Demolition by neglect occurs when the owner of a
historic property willingly allows it to fall into a state of
disrepair in order to justify destroying the building. Once
a building has deteriorated beyond repair, it usually re-
sults in a condemnation and ultimately ends with demoli-
tion. A preservation ordinance can be equipped with
safeguards against this blatant disregard for the historic
integrity of Abbeville’s resources.

An example of demolition by neglect

Fire and Natural Disasters

Fire is a hazard to any structure, but the loss can be
so much greater when it is an historic resource that is
destroyed. Fire, caused by lightening, outdated wiring, or
poorly maintained fireplaces can be avoided with proper
safeguards and by bringing the structure up to modern
standards.

Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornados,
falling trees, and floods are other possible threats to his-
toric resources. While it is impossible to control nature, it
is possible to prepare a building for the worst through

proper maintenance and repair of damaged portions of the
structure.

Relocation of Historic Structures

Removing a historic building from its original site
and environment destroys the integrity of the structure.
The original context is lost, destroying the significance of
the property. If the structure is moved out of a historic

district the loss is of greater significance since it affects the
character of an entire neighborhood.

DL e v S oy gt a1

Remuddling

This term was coined by The Old House Journal
and describes the practice of altering the original appear-
ance of an historic building in a way which is totally out
of character and not compatible with the original design.
This is a form of remodelling which completely ignores,
and sometimes completely obscures the historic character
of the building. Such changes can include insensitive
exterior additions, efforts to modernize, the removal of
historic details and ornament, or the addition of incom-
patible modern materials.

A commercial building that has
been remuddled. The modern
storefront windows and aluminum
siding destroy the historic
integrity of the building's original
design.

Demolition

Demolition occurs for several reasons; to make
room for new construction, to remove unsightly or con-
demned structures, or to create room for highway expan-
sion. In most cases demolition is not the only alternative.
In most cases rehabilitation of structures and adaptive
reuse has been found to be more cost effective than demo-
lition and new construction.
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Tools For Preservation Action

Local Historic Preservation Ordinance

The strongest protection for a community’s historic
resources occurs through local initiative, such as a local
preservation ordinance. The benefits of a local ordinance
are numerous and include the following:

Local historic preservation ordinances
are like old buildings. No two of them
. provides a municipal policy for the protec- are alike, Nor should they be....It takes
tion of historic properties, some old fashioned craftsmanship and
twentieth century ingenuity to create a
local preservation ordinance that fits the
needs and aspirations of a
particualr...community.

establishes an objective and democratic
process for designating historic properties,

protects the integrity of designated historic --Richard ]. Roddewig
properties by requiring design review,

authorizes design guidelines for new devel-
opment within historic districts to ensure
that it is not destructive to the area’s historic
character,

stabilizes declining neighborhoods and
protects and enhances property values.

It is sometimes assumed that a preservation ordinance will
interfere with what homeowners can or can not do to their
homes. This is simply not true. The following is a list of
what a preservation ordinance does not do:

o require permission to paint your house or
review color selection,

require that historic properties be opened for
tours,

restrict sale of property,

require improvements, changes or restora
tion of your property,

require approval of interior changes or
alterations,

prevent new construction within historic
districts,

require approval of ordinary repair or
maintenance.
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Local Historic Districts The benefits of becoming a CLG include:

Local governments can adopt, as part of their
historic preservation ordinance, a clause which enables
them to designate properties of historical or architectural

° eligibility to apply for federal historic pres-
ervation grants and money available only to

e —— |
o

18 CLGs,

I I : N T significance at the local level. This is different from a

| ncreas'zngl_y historic districts are A : ST b :

| hl collections of buildings, few of which Natlonajl Register nomination in t}:‘at .the. d.eSIgnated ° direct participation in the National Register

| n may be individually of outstaniding properties woulq come under the jurisdiction of the local of Historic Places program through review of

| f Zlagmﬁcc;zﬁf{e but the g;oup of hu;hwh preservation ordinance, and therefore be protected v ) local nomination prior to their consideration
| ve a distinctive ambience that is through local recoeniti desi i d —— ; i i

1 gl g g gnition, a design review process, an by the South Carolina National Register
‘i worth maintaining. o unity pl : g. N Réviekv:Bomi

I S : It is important to determine the basis of local crite- v

18 --Stephan N. Dennis ; P 1S Of local crite : =3

[ ria and local procedures for designation of historic prop- . the opportunity to receive technical assis

W erties. One issue that must be addressed is who ma e tance in historic preservation procedures

i y (B P p

I nominate properties or districts and the appropriate role o through workshops, informational material,

i of the owner of a nominated property. - B statewide meetings, training sessions, and

I T RN f

(8 e : ;j conferences,

i‘ Certified Local Government

I v 4 . improved communication and coordination

Local governments can be designated as Certified with local and state preservation activities.

Local Governments (CLGs) if they comply with federal

el S e

: 1 -4 . . . . —- -
regulations as prescribed in the National Historic Preser- i 33
| vation Act. The following five criteria must be met before Adaptive Use
a government may become a Certified L rnment: =}
;i . R . B Jg Adaptive use is the recycling of an old building for

. a local preservation ordinance must be a use other than that for which it was originally built.
passed, um = { Such conversions are accomplis}}ec'i with varyin.g alter-

ations to the building, however, it is best to retain as much

. a historic preservation commission must be B of the historic fabric as possible. The Secretary of the
formed to review design decisions for indi- K Interior provides a list of standards for appropriate reha-
vidual structures and structures in desi g- : bilitation te.chmqu‘es.. The benefits of adaptive use are
nated districts, wem = { numerous, including:

° a system for survey and inventory of his - Hm } gg;?:i? iab: Efi:é?,ig e
toric properties that furthers the purpose of o | :
lt)};errliaig;ﬁidHIStoriC Preservation Act must o .- o financial benefits for the city in the form of

’ i = { increased tax revenue incurred by bringing
j R more viable properties on to the tax rolls,

s adequate public participation in the local - s

historic i . ¢ _ g
preservation program must be = = the increase in businesses will be followed

provided for, : ] g
| by an increase in tourism.

[ = f |
. responsibilities delegated to the CLG under o
the National Historic Preservation Act must : J - 1
be satisfactorily performed. nm -
e =4
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The basic purpose of preservation is not
to arrest time but to mediate sensitively
with the forces of change. It is to
understand the present as a product of
the past and a modifier of the furture.

--John W. Lawrence
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Zoning

Zoning is the most commonly used local device for
regulating the use of land. It is used to regulate the use of
land and structures in a given area, as well as determining
dimensional characteristics such as minimum lot sizes, the
placement of structures on lots, the density of develop-
ment, and the maximum height of buildings. In addition,
zoning ordinances increasingly regulate nondimensional
aspects of development such as landscaping, architectural
design and features, and signage.

A zoning technique that is used for historic dis-
tricts is overlay zoning. Overlay zones often permit the
uses and densities permitted in the underlying zone, but
require that structures within the historic district be built
or maintained in conformance with regulations to ensure
historic compatibility.

Easements

An easement is a legal agreement between a prop-
erty owner a charitable, nonprofit organization which
holds on to the right to govern the present and future use
of a property. A preservation easement program enables a
tax-exempt organization to protect buildings or land
against potential adverse development or changes by
acquiring partial interests in such properties. The prop-
erty remains in private hands, with the owner enjoying
full use of the property, subject only to the restrictions of
the easement. In return, the owner of the property is
allowed a one-time-only charitable contribution deduc-
tion on his/her income tax.

Preservation easements are generally one of three types:

. A facade easement protects the exterior
features of the building by controlling alter-
ations to the exterior and requiring proper

maintenance. It also prevents the demoli-
tion of the structure.

An interior easement protects all or part of
the interior of a building. This type of
easement is not common due to the diffi-
culty of reviewing interior spaces in residen-
tial or other privately used buildings.
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» A conservation easement protects open
spaces, historic and scenic views, the land
surrounding significant structures and eco-
logically important land.

Covenants and Reverter Clauses

Nonprofit organizations who participate in real
estate transactions often use covenants and reverter
clauses as a method of preserving historic resources.
Covenants, also called deed restrictions, pertain to restric-
tions imposed on subsequent owners when a property is
transferred, as opposed to easements which can be created
without transfer of the fee title. Penalties for failure to
adhere to restrictions may also be included within the
covenant. A reverter clause is a stipulation within a deed
which states that unless specified conditions are met,
ownership of the property will revert to the conveyor or a
designated third party. For organizations, covenants
operate in the same fashion as easements and are com-
monly used with limited development and revolving
funds.

Sign Ordinances

Sign ordinances enacted by local governments can
be used to protect the historic character of the central
business district as well as other historic corridors that
may be affected by inappropriate or oversized signage.
Sign ordinances can regulate size, placement, materials
and appearance of signs.

we live.

The great potential contribution of
preservation to American life is not in
the saving of structures perse but in the
transformation of the values by which

--Roderick S. French

Tree Ordinances

Local tree protection ordinances can be used to
preserve specific yard and street trees in the midst of
development.

Revolving Funds

Establishing a preservation revolving fund, accu-
mulated from fund-raising, charitable gifts, and project
proceeds, can be used to fund preservation activity. Most
commonly, revolving funds are used for issuing short-term
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Much of the structure of today’s
preservation movement has come down
from the top-Federal government, the
National Trust and national
orgainzations--but preservation always
has advanced from the bottom up.
Many of the most exciting preservation
advances have percolated from grass
roots.

--Louise McAllister Merritt
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loans for preservation activity or for the purchase of en-
dangered historic properties which can then be sold to
buyers who are subject to appropriate easements or main-
tenance agreements. Resale of properties and return on
loans is put back into the organization’s funds and allows
the money to be revolved to new projects.

National Register of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places can be
called the “national record of cultural resources worthy of
preservation.” Administered by the National Park Service
within the U.S. Department of the Interior, the National
Register recognizes historic districts, buildings, structures,
sites, objects as valuable resources. National Register
listing provides recognition of a property ‘s architectural,
historical or archeological significance and offers a mini-
mal amount of protection for the historic resource. Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires that
all federally funded projects having an adverse impact on
property listed on the National Register and all property
eligible for designation must be reviewed by the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, an independent federal
agency charged with advising the president and Congress
on historic preservation matters.

The Main Street Program

The National Main Street Center serves as a clear-
inghouse for information, technical assistance, research,
and advocacy for historic preservation and revitalization
efforts in Main Street towns. The Main Street approach is
based on four-points that are tailored to the local needs of
each community. The four points are:

. Design: The physical appearance of a town’s
commercial district is enhanced by the reha-
bilitation of historic buildings and the
encouraging of new construction that is
sympathetic to nearby historic resources.

. Organization: The program seeks to build
consensus and cooperation among the many

groups and individuals that play a role in the
revitalization process.
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° Promotion: The traditional commercial
district’s assets are marketed to customers,
potential investors, new businesses, local
citizens, and visitors.

g

A priamry step in the Preservation of
landmarks is public awareness of their
existence and understanding of their
% Economic Restructuring: The program seeks  importance.
to strengthen the commercial district’s

existing economic base while finding ways

to expand it to new business opportunities.

T S ———

--Henry Hope Reed

In South Carolina, information and resources from the
National Main Street Center is channeled through the

South Carolina Downtown Development Association

(SCDDA), located in Columbia South Carolina

R

Heritage Tourism

e

Historic attractions, as well as natural and cultural
attractions within a community are included within the
realm of heritage tourism. In Abbeville , tourism is con-
sidered to be an important component of the economic
base. It is recognized that the preservation of historic
homes and the revitalization of the downtown commer-
cial district has been key to drawing tourists from around
South Carolina and other neighboring states.

Heritage Education

Heritage education is used to disseminate histori-
cal information to the community, both adults and chil-
dren. Through heritage education, the citizens of
Abbeville will learn to recognize the abundance of sites
and objects in their community that document their his-
tory and link them to their region, nation, and world. As
citizens become aware of the important resources around
them, they will develop a preservation ethic and encour-
age conservation of the communiy's natural, historic, and
cultural resources. Heritage education can be achieved
through local programs such as walking tours, museum
activities, and school programs geared toward history of
Abbeville. Living History Days is an excellent example of
heritage education.
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Financial Incentives

Financial incentives for preservation projects are
offered in the form of tax credits, grants, loans, and mort-
gages, from various public agencies and private founda-
tions. The focus of assistance ranges widely, as funding
can be used for a number of projects: rehabilitation,
restoration, planning, community development, preserva-
tion consulting, and preservation education. Funding
sources are a particularly important aspect of preservation
activity, as in many cases they are the catalyst (and sole
financial support) for preservation projects.

In exploring funding for preservation, it is critical
for the applicant to: 1) clearly define the project, and 2)
approach the funding sources whose interests match with
his /her project.

The following is a broad overview of available
financial incentives designed to further historic preserva-
tion efforts in South Carolina. While this list is certainly
not inclusive, it does provide a good basis for further
exploration. For more information concerning financial
incentives in general, as well as the following programs,
one should contact the State Historic Preservation Office.

Federal Tax Incentives:

Federal Income Tax Credit (FITC)

The Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 established
a tax credit for rehabilitating historic buildings, based on a
three-tiered system. In 1986 this act was amended to
accommodate a two-tiered system:

The federal income tax credit is equal to:
. 20 per cent of the cost of rehabilitating
historic buildings (50 years or older)
10 per cent the cost of rehabilitating
nonhistoric buildings constructed before
1936

Only properties used for industrial, commercial or rental
residential purposes qualify for the FITC.
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Charitable Contribution Deduction

The charitable contribution deduction, taken in the
form of a conservation easement, enables property owners
to receive a one-time tax deduction. This conservation
easement, which usually involves preservation of a
building’s facade by restricting alterations, protects the
integrity of the building, while allowing the property
owner to benefit from a tax deduction.

Available to owners of income-producing properties and
private residences.

State Tax Incentives:

South Carolina State Tax Freeze

The tax freeze program in South Carolina, enacted
in 1990, requires property owners to complete a “substan-
tial rehabilitation” of their property within two years of
the application. Substantial rehabilitation means that
residential property owners must spend at least 50 per
cent of the appraised value of the building; for income
producing properties, the amount spent must exceed the
building’s appraised value.

The owners have the assessed value of their prop-
erty frozen at pre-habilitation levels if the work is com-
pleted within two years. The property then qualifies for a
reduced assessment for an additional eight years, during

which time it will be taxed at either 40 per cent of the post-

rehabilitation rate or 100 per cent of the pre-rehabilitation
assessments, whichever amount to more taxes.

Tax freeze applicable to National Register proper-
ties, properties 50 years old and designated by the local

government as landmarks, and properties in locally desig-

nated historic districts.

Local Tax Incentives:

Although Abbeville does not currently offer local
tax incentives, opportunities do exist for such action.

South Carolina law allows local governments to encourage

historic preservation by passing ordinances which estab-
lish local historic preservation tax incentives.

™ i
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The State Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Act of
1990 enables cities and counties across the state to freeze
property taxes for two years on a historic property under-
going substantial rehabilitation. The work must be com-
pleted during a two year period. For the next eight years,
the property will be taxed at 40 per cent the post rehabili-
tation assessment or 100 per cent the pre-rehabilitation
rate, whichever is greater.

(See “Model Ordinance for Local Governments Historic

Preservation Tax Incentives,” Preservation Information
Manual)

Revolving Funds

The Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation Revolving Fund

The Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation, a
statewide nonpropfit organization in Columbia, operates
a revolving fund as part of its mission of preserving South
Carolina’s heritage. Revolving funds are used to purchase
historic properties which are then sold to buyers who
agree to manage, develop, or restore the properties in
accordance with deed restrictions. Resale of the proper-
ties replaces the funds, which are then “revolved” to
purchase other properties.

Funding Sources for:

eTechnical Assistance
*Preservation Planning
e Preservation Projects

Federal Funding:

Federal Grants

South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

The South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
administers both federal and state grant programs that
support preservation efforts of individuals, organizations,
institutions, and local governments.
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Survey and Planning (S&P) Projects

Funds from Survey and Planning grants help subsi-
dize preservation of South Carolina’s historic resources
through various projects, including:

. surveys to identify and record historic prop
erties

. preparation of National Register nominations

. preservation planning

. preparation and planning to qualify a town
or county as a Certified Local Government

. feasibility studies for adaptive reuse of his
toric structures

. property documentation

. start-up costs for Main Street/Small town
revitalization programs

. preservation education

S & P Grants are matching grants (50/50) available to
individuals, organizations, institutions, state and local
governments, and Certified Local Governments.

Development Projects

Federal Development grants provide financial
support for preservation work on structures and archaeo-
logical sites that are listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Eligible projects include:

@ stabilization and weatherization of historic
structures

. rehabilitation and restoration of historic
structures

. protection and excavation of archaeological
sites

Development projects, also matching grants, are available
for Certified Local Governments.

National Trust for Historic Preservation

: The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a
quasi-governmental entity, offers financial assistance
through several loan and grant programs:

National Preservation Loan Fund

The National Preservation Loan Fund provides
below-market rate loans to nonprofit organizations and
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public agencies to help preserve properties listed in or
eligible for the National Register. Funds may be used to
Create or expand local and statewide preservation funds,
for site acquisition, or rehabilitation work.

Preservation Services Fund

The Preservation Services Fund offers small match-
ing grants to nonprofit organizations, universities, and
public agencies to initiate preservation projects. Funds
may be used for heritage education or for consultants
projects: preservation plans, historic structures reports,
and feasibility studies.

Department of Housing and Urban Development

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) /Small Cities
Program

The CDBG program provides annual grants on a
formula basis to entitled communities to carry out a wide
range of community development activities directed
toward neighborhood revitalization, economic develop-
ment, and improved community facilities and services.

Funds may be used by communities for acquisition,
rehabilitation, construction, code enforcement, etc.

Restoration/Rehabilitation Financing—203 (k) Funding

The Federal Housing Administration has estab-
lished the 203(k) program for the rehabilitation and repair
of single family properties. The objective of the program
is to promote and facilitate the restoration and preserva-
tion of the nation’s existing housing. This program pro-
vides not only permanent financing for the property, but
allows the borrower to receive funds for rehabilitation at
the same time and interest rate.

Department of Agriculture

Rural Housing Preservation Grants

These grants assist low- and moderate- income
rural homeowners in obtaining adequate housing to meet
their needs by providing the necessary assistance to repair
or rehabilitate their housing.
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This program is designed to make use of anc}
leverage any other available housing programs which -
provide resources to very low- and low-income rural -
residents to bring their homes up to code standards. In

Applicants for this grant must be owners of.propertie.s that
are listed or determined eligible for the National R(?gxls)ter
of Historic Places. State development grants are reimpurs-

Sy - able, 50/50 matching grants.
most cases, grantees that are currently active in home
repair and rehabilitation were selecfced, and were able to - 3 Planning Projects e
leverage their existing programs with new HPG funds. -y State Planning grants encourage Soun pt P}
when potential State Development grant PrO]erCant e
Very Low to Moderate Income Housing Loansi ; - early stage. The p;OduCt otf a g:tset:tlea%xzsegl cf);pment e
This program is intended to assist lower-income —r provide guidance for a poten :
families to blixy,gljuild, rehabilitate, or improve dwellings project. The award of a State Pl:fxxx_nmg grasni' Igg/e;\lfsr,_
and related facilities for use by the applicant as a perma- -y neither ensures nor is a prerequ1.51te'for aSa el s rpthe
nent residence. | ment grant. Eligibility and application guidelines 10 ;
= State Planning project follow that of the State Develop
- s
ment project.

State Funding: .

-
State Grants

[
South Carolina Department of Transportation :
Transportation Enhancement Activities Program (TEA) -

In 1991 the Intermodal Surface Transportation

Efficiency Act, sometimes referred to as “ISTEA,” was -

signed into law. The objective of the program is to offer
funding for transportation enhancement, which results in : .
overall upgrading of community and environment. Asa -
result, it provides for a host of non-traditional transporta-

tion programs, many of which directly fund preservation ——-
projects, including the South Carolina Heritage Corridor
project, which first initiated by the city of Abbeville’s _ .
tourism committee. Other opportunities for financial —
sponsorship include: beautification, scenic easements,

and historic preservation.

.
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) V-
Development Projects i
: Funds from State Development grants assist pres- B
i ervation work on historic structures. Often referred to as
“bricks and mortar” grants, these assist homeowners in: e

BV IS TR

estabilization and weatherization of historic structures
eexterior rehabilitation

*acquisition and protection of archaeological sites
estabilization and excavation of archaeological sites
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Recommendations

Education

* Advocacy Packet-Abbeville Historic Resources Manual
It is recommended the Chamber of Commerce publi-
cize the availability of the Abbeville Historic Resources
Manual located in the offices of the Greater Abbeville
Chamber of Commerce. This advocacy tool should be
available to any individual, group, or organization
seeking information pertaining to Abbeville’s historic
resources. Included in this manual is a slide presenta-
tion and script, as well as fact sheets covering topics
such as architectural styles, funding, preservation
ordinances, and benefits of preservation.

* Preservation Awareness
It is recommended the City Council and Abbeville’s

preservation organizations coordinate programs to
garner support for important preservation issues, such
as the adoption of a local preservation ordinance. A
local ordinance enables the city to designate historic
landmarks, districts, and sites, and also establish a
local preservation commission. It is also suggested the
town of Abbeville conduct a visual preference assess-
ment exercise. This allows Abbeville’s residents to
prioritize characteristics of the natural and built envi-
ronment, which hold visual and associative impor-
tance within the community. By using slides or print
photographs of assorted historic and natural resources,
as well as scenic viewsheds and corridors, residents
become more aware of what they consider to be impor-
tant aspects of the community.

eCoordinating Preservation Efforts

It is recommended the various organizations with an
interest in Abbeville’s historic resources combine their
efforts to achieve the community’s preservation goals.
By presenting a united front these organizations will
draw a larger following and avoid duplicating efforts.

eCommunity Heritage Education

It is recommended community heritage education

programs expand to include a broader interpretation
of Abbeville’s history. These education efforts should
reach into the schools and the community to increase




awareness and appreciation of Abbeville’s heritage anq

hlStOI‘l'? resources. Methods for facilitating heritage
education include lectures, seminars, hands-on wgork-
shops, newspaper articles, preservation curriculum in
the §chools, and exhibits in the libraries and schools, In
addition to these suggestions, Abbeville orgam'zatio.
should also continue their already established heritalgz

education programs, such as th
. > e house tours, s
festivals, and living history days. i

*Unreco gnized Resources

Itis recommenc.led Abbeville begin to explore previ-
;)Ol.;slytlmrecogmzed resources within the town. These
gotten assets, such as the mill vill :
age, vernacular
#ructures, formal and vernacular landscapes, outbuild-

gl ;
Agl.can-Amerlcan Resources
1§ recommended the resources and

nated to the National Register of Historic Places. In
addition, it is suggested that the landscape of the
Square be returned to a more historically accurate
interpretation, as false historicism can be misleading.
Where historic landscapes are threatened it is recom-
mended appropriate zoning be adopted. A tree ordi-
nance is also encouraged, along with the recommenda-
tion to improve Abbeville’s streetscapes with more
trees and parking areas buffered with drought-resis-
tant vegetation.

Legal Considerations

* Adopt a Local Preservation Ordinance

It is recommended that a local preservation ordinance
be adopted by the city of Abbeville. A local preserva-
tion ordinance provides the strongest legal protection
of historic resources. A preservation ordinance estab-
lishes a preservation commission, who is responsible
for implementing and administering the ordinance.
The commission’s first responsibility is to authorize a
survey of historic properties in Abbeville. Following a
review of the survey inventory the commission makes
recommendations to the city council for designation of
any building or a group of buildings as historic land-
marks or as districts. In the designation process design
guidelines specific to the proposed district should be
developed; design guidelines are used to insure the
integrity of the historic districts and individual struc-
tures. In conjunction with a preservation ordinance the
sign regulation section of the zoning ordinance should
be enforced more strictly. It is also suggested that a tree
ordinance is adopted, which will regulate the destruc-

tion of Abbeville’s trees.

e Obtain Certified I.ocal Government Status

After adopting a local preservation ordinance it is
recommended Abbeville become a Certified Local
Government(CLG). The incentives offered by the CLG
program can benefit Abbeville throughout the preser-
vation planning process. Certified towns receive assis-
tance from the CLG coordinator employed by the state
of South Carolina. The CLG coordinator supplies
communities with technical information and guidance
regarding becoming a CLG, implementing ordinances,
design review, and obtaining grant money for preser-

vation activities.
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It It is recommended Abbeville continue strict enforce-
It ment of all articles established in the Zoning Ordi-

; nance. In addition to strict enforcement of the ordi-
nance, Abbeville should also increase publication of

‘ section 404.2 under Article IV; this addresses uses in the
" i core commercial district, such as the utilization of

| second-floor space as apartments and condominiums.
1 The zoning ordinance should also be amended to

| include historic structures and land following the
adoption of a historic preservation ordinance. Another
| key issue that should be addressed is the existence of
non-conforming entities within designated zoning

i districts.

l‘ | *Preservation Planner

It is recommended the town of Abbeville hire a profes-
(A sional preservation planner. A preservation planner

I would provide professional expertise in the field and

would coordinate the town'’s preservation efforts; this
l’ person could work closely with organizations to iden-

‘ tify preservation needs in the community and to target
| solicitation for funding.

*Preservation Plan

| It is recommended the town of Abbeville have a com-
prehensive preservation plan prepared by a profes-
sional preservation planner. A preservation plan pro-
vides the basis for development of a preservation
program, strengthens existing preservation programs,
and helps to resolve existing and future conflicts be-
tween competing land-use goals.

* Americans with Disabilities Act(ADA)

It is recommended business owners and government
agencies in Abbeville recognize the requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act in order to better
accommodate persons of all disabilities. This would be
particularly advantageous to commercial businesses,

churches, museums, or other historic landmarks open
to the public.
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Community Development

e Tourism
It is recommended the town of Abbeville expand its
tourism efforts to include a broader-based interpreta-
tion of its development and history. A wider interpre-
tation of its history, which could include African-
American history, Native American history, and Victo-
rian-era development, will draw a more diverse tourist
base. Abbeville has successfully promoted the natural
and historic resources within their town. It is sug-
gested the town and the tourism organizations con-
tinue to disseminate information. Abbeville should
also continue its active involvement in the South
Carolina National Heritage Corridor program, which
establishes the town’s connection with a broader
context of the state’s history.

*Recruit Clean and Green Industries
In order to continue to promote tourism and protect

the town’s sense of place, historic resources, and natu-
ral resources, Abbeville should pursue industries that
do not jeopardize the town’s environmental and his-
toric integrity. Small cottage industries, restaurants,
bed and breakfasts, and recreational outfitters are
examples of a few non-threatening industries. Adap-
tive use of previously abandoned historic structures as
fixed-income housing, apartments, or condominiums
would also benefit Abbeville’s economy.

¢ Second-Floor Development of Commercial Buildings /
Adaptive Use of Historic

Resources
It is recommended that the unoccupied second-floor
spaces in the core commercial zoning district be uti-
lized. The town’s present zoning ordinance, allows fqr
these spaces to be used as apartments and condomix.u-
ums. This will not only increase the number of housing
units in town and it will also increase twenty-four
hour habitation of downtown. It is further suggested
that abandoned historic resources, such as the old
hospital and the old schools, be adaptively used as
apartments and condominiums.




eLand Use Plan
It is recommended Abbeville County conducts an up-
to-date land use survey in order to develop policies
that are compatible with the preservation of the
county’s natural resources. An up-to-date land use plan
would indicate what types of development are most
appropriate for a particular area.

Technical Preservation Assistance

*Design Guidelines
Once a local historic preservation ordinance is adopted
and local historic districts are created design guidelines
should be developed. These guidelines need to be
tailored to the unique characteristics of each district.
Design guidelines should be viewed as protective, not
restrictive in nature. Design guidelines deal with vari-
ous elements of design expression, such as street set-
backs, massing, scale, and proportion, as well as orna-
ment, materials, and style.

*Maintenance, Education, and Awareness
It is recommended Abbeville look into conducting
seminars and hands-on workshops after it achieves
Certified Local Government Status. Informative books
and video tapes dealing with various preservation
issues such as rehabilitation and preservation technol-
ogy and methods are available from the State Historic
Preservation Office, National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, and other preservation organizations.

eDatabase

It is recommended the South Carolina State Historic
Preservation Office pursue efforts to implement a
database which will enhance and supplement their
historic resources survey process. It is suggested that
once the state office establishes a database Abbeville
also creates a database of their historic resources using
the same system. A summer internship position could
be created to enter the findings of the Abbeville survey
into the database. A database will create an organized
method of recording and accessing information regard-
ing historic resources within Abbeville. A database can

be easily updated and modified as new information
becomes available.
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Implementation Of Recommendations

Phase I-This phase will concentrate on laying the ground

work for preservation awareness within Abbeville?.
These activities are considered to be on-going projects
that must be continued in order to successfully pre-
serve and protect Abbeville’s historic and natural
resources, as well as its high quality of life.

Establish a Preservation Awareness Program,
Promote Heritage Education within the community,

Coordinate preservation activities within the
community,

Increase awareness of unrecognized resources,
African-American resources, and landscapes in
Abbeville,

Implement policies in accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Phase II-In this phase Abbeville will move from recogniz-

ing their resources to actively protecting and preserv-
ing them. This phase is about putting preservation to
work!

Create and adopt a local preservation ordinance;
including, a preservation commission, survey and
inventory of historic resources, dehneatl‘on of l.ocal‘
historic districts, and the creation of design guidelines,

Pursue Certified Local Government status and actively
participate within the program,

Continue zoning practices that encourage historic
preservation, in particular the utilizati.on pf second-
floor spaces in the Central Business District and the
adaptive use of abandoned historic structures.
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Phase II-During this phase successful preservation poli-
cies will continue. Now it is important to focus on the
maintenance of natural and historic resources. Lookin

ahead to the future this will promote a high quality of
life in Abbeville.

* Encourage maintenance of natural and historic re

sources through workshops, seminars, and other edu-
cational mediums,

* Continue to promote a nature- and heritage-based

tourism industry,

* Hire a professional preservation planner/Produce a
comprehensive preservation plan,

* Recruit clean and green industries,

* Create a database to record and organize information
regarding historic resources.
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Glossary Of Architectural Terms

Arcade A series of arches supported on columns
or square or rectangular piers; or a covered pas-
sageway whose sides are open arcades; and by
extension, a covered way lined with shops even if
no arches are used.

Architrave In Classical architecture, the lowest
portion of the entablature that sits immediately
upon the columns or pilasters (Originally, the
architrave was the structural beam spanning the
distance from column to column). Also, an orna-
mental molding covering the joints between the
frame of a window or door opening and the sur-
rounding wall surface.

Archivolt The group of moldings following the
shape of an arched opening; a modified architrave,
in curvilinear form rather than rectilinear.

Arcuated A term applied to a building structur-
ally dependent on the use of arches or the arch
principle, in contrast to a trabeated building.

Ashlar A dressed or squared stone and the ma-
sonry built of such hewn stone. It may be coursed,
with continuous horizontal joints, or random, with
discontinuous joints.

Balloon frame A type of wood-frame construction
in which the weight-bearing vertical members (the
studs) extend from the sill at the foundation to the

top plate. Common during the nineteenth century,
this form of construction has been largely replaced
by the Western platform frame since 1900.

Baluster A turned or rectangular upright support-
ing a stair handrail or forming part of a balustrade

Balustrade An entire railing system including a
top rail, its balusters, and often a bottom rail.
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Bargeboard A board, often ornately curved, at-
tached to the projecting edges of a gabled roof,
sometimes referred to as Vergeboard. This feature
was used throughout the Middle Ages as well as in
the Gothic Revival of the 19th century.

Battered Of walls, having faces that slope inward
toward the top.

Bay One unit of a building that consists of a series
of similar units; commonly defined as the number
of vertical divisions within a building’s facade (e.g.
window and door openings or the areas between
columns or piers).

Bead A round, convex molding, often found on

paneling, on doorway, and on window trim in
handmade houses.

Beam The main horizontal structural member in
the construction of a frame house.

Belt course A narrow horizontal band projecting
from the exterior walls of a building, usually defin-
ing the location of interior floor levels.

Blind arch An arch that is not an opening for a

window or door, but is set against or indented
within a wall.

Board-and-batten A method of siding in which
vertical boards are nailed to the frame of a house
and narrow boards (called “battens”) are applied
over the joints between the boards. Board-and-

batten siding is common in Gothic Revival frame
houses.

?oards Milled wood cut to a thickness of 1 inch or
ess.

Bond The pattern in which bricks are laid for the
sake of solidity as well as design. The four basic
types used in the eastern United States are English
Flemish, Running, and Common, :

Bracket A projecting support used under cornices,
eaves, balconies, or windows to provide structural
or purely visual support. Also, a scroll at the end
of a step on the string of a staircase.

Capital The uppermost part, or head, of a column
or pilaster.

Casement A hinged window frame that opens
horizontally like a door.

Cast Iron Iron, shaped in a mold, that is brittle,
hard, and cannot be welded; in 19th century
American commercial architecture, cast-iron units
were used frequently to form entire facades.

Chamfer An approximately 45-degree bevel cut on
a previously square-cut corner of a beam or other
member.

Chevron A V-shaped decoration generally used as
a continuous frieze or molding. This treatment is
typical of the Art Deco style.

Chicago Window An oblong window with a wide
central light containing a fixed pane of plate glass
flanked by narrower lights with sashes.

Clapboard A long, narrow board with one edge
thicker than the other, overlapped to cover the
outer walls of frame structure; also known as
weatherboard.

Classical Of, or pertaining to, the architecture of
ancient Greece and Rome.

Column A vertical support or round section. In
classical architecture the column consists of three
parts: base (except in Doric), shaft, and capital.

Coupled columns Columns set as close pairs with
a wider intercolumnation (the clear space) between
the pairs.

SHAFT

Base |

Plinth
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Corbel 1. In masonry, a projection or one of a series

of projections, each stepped progressively farther
forward with increasing height; anchored in a wall
stoxfy, column, or chimney. 2. A bracket or block :
projecting from the face of a wall that generally
supports a cornice, beam, or arch.

Corinthian Order The most slender and ornate of

the classical Greek orders of architecture, character-

izec_l by a slim fluted column with bell-shaped
capital decorated with stylized acanthus leaves:

variations of this order were used i
o extensively by

Cornice 1. a moldin
i g at the edge of a roof. 2
molding that covers the angle formed by Ceil'irig

and wall; 3. the 4 i
o PPermost section of an entabla-

Cresting An open

work orn A
tal edge or ridge. ament along a horizon-

Double-hung sash window A window with two
sashes, one above the other, arranged to slide
vertically past one another.

Double pile plan A house plan in which the
building is two rooms deep.

Double portico A projecting two-story porch with
columns and a pediment.

Elevation An architectural drawing indicating
how completed interior or exterior walls will look;
the point of view is that of an observer looking
from a horizontal vantage.

Ell An extension to a building at right angles to the
main section.

Engaged column A column partially built into a
wall, not freestanding. It may be purely decorative
or it may serve as a buttress-like thickening of the

wall.

Entablature The horizontal part of an architectural
order, supported on columns, composed of archi-
trave, frieze, and cornice.

Facade The exterior face of a building which is the
architectural front, sometimes distinguished from
the other faces by elaboration of architectural or
ornamental details.

Fanlight A window, often semi-circular, over a
door, with radiating muntins suggestive of a fan.
Used widely in several periods of architecture,
including Georgian, Federal, and Colonial Revival.

Fenestration The arrangement and proportioning
of the openings (windows and doors) in a building.

Finial A decorative detail at the uppermost point
of a pinnacle or gable.

Frame house A house in which the structural parts
are wood or depend upon a wood frame for sup-
port.
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Frieze The middle horizontal member of 5 classi
entablature, above the architrave and below the i
cornice. It may contain relief carving.

Gable The vertical triangular shape at the
- - e
building formed by a double sloping roof. i

Gable roof A roof with two roofing planes joined

at the ridge, that pitch evenly to o i
the building. y PPposite sides of

Gambrel roof A variation on the :
plane on each side of the ridge is bgrzklf:nrggﬁ t}hﬂe
halfway down. and the lower half falls stee lg ty
the eave. While it was first found in Arnerifa)f E
New England in about 1650, the gambrel roof s
probably most popular in the early years of thzv pe

twentieth century j ;
Waress ry in the Dutch Colonial Reviva]

Gingerbread Decorative elements of intricately

turned or sawn wood appl;
. Pplied to the exterior tr:
Especially popular during the Victorianzr:: "

Jamb The Jjp;
Ining at ¢ i
door, or other ogeninhge Side or head of a window;

Keystone The central voussoir of an arch shaped
in a wedge form. Until the keystone is in place, no
true arch action is incurred.

Knee brace A non-structural diagonal member
used as exterior ornamentation, extending from the
facade to the eave of a building. This element is
characteristic of the Craftsman style of American
architecture.

Light A section of a window, a pane of glass.

Lintel A horizontal structural or ornamental
member over an opening which generally carries
the weight of the wall above it; often of stone or
wood.

Lunette A half-moon window, or wall space be-
neath an arch or vault.

Mansard roof A roof with two distinct pitches on
all sides, the lower slope being sharply steeper
than the upper one. The name comes from the
seventeenth-century French architect Francois
Mansard.

Masonry Brick, concrete, stone, or other materials
bonded together with mortar to form walls, piers,
buttresses, or other masses.

Molding A strip of wood used for finish or deco-
rative purposes with regular channels or projec-
tions which provide a transition from one surface
or material to another.

Mullion A vertical member separating (and often
supporting) windows, doors, or panels set in a
series.

Muntin 1. A secondary framing member to hold
panes within a window, window wall, or glazed
door. 2. An intermediate vertical member that

divides the panels of a door.

s
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Order A definite arrangement

of colump
and entablature, each having its of:l: * i),
.and ornamental features. The five ¢ se'tOfmks
in chronological sequence a — Order,

: re as f ;
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian and CO;;(E;ZS‘ T

Oriel Window 1. A bay window especi
projecting from an upperstory. 2 , edi Y one
European structures and derl;{fati.veI: Iansubs-a!

bay, or a corbeled, enclosed feature exte

interior. rior or

l1a : window of ]

teristic of neoclassic styles, divideda
by columns or piers. The
wider and taller than the

I'ge size, ?
! into three Jj
middle one of Whichlfht
others, is roundheadeq.

SPUT FILLET ' HORIZONTA

CORNICE

Il section rising above the roofline

» SOmetimes battlem :
Protect any spot where there is a se:ctizdenpcliaoedft:r
rop,

ex
ample, at the ed ge of a bridge or house~t0p

Pavilion A wing
from a Iarger arch
cented by special

Or central unit whi
Itectural unit and ;
decorative

Pedi
ment 1. | classical architectyre the trj

g
L ’

Surface yg
e >
usually ro tornamtntall_\. over doors or wi

Ctangular byt may b - Windosy
Y De curved.

’ arge, single-
e Tefer to today as picture
d after World WarH,

t-faced re

resentati
m a wa]]. plesentation of a column,

bo ] A tOp—Vie“y o
Undaries 45,4 Other gra“’mg that identifies the

ificant aspects of the land

on which a structure is built, as well as of the
outline of the structure itself; also called a site plan.

Portico A porch or covered walk consisting of a
low-pitched roof supported on classical columns
and finished in front with an entablature and a
pediment.

Post and lintel A structural system in which the
main support is provided by vertical members, or
posts, carrying horizontal members called lintels.
This system of construction demonstrates the very
essence of classical architecture.

Porte cochere A large covered entrance porch
through which vehicles can pass. A feature used
extensively in American architecture after 1875.

Pressed metal Thin sheets of metal molded into
decorative designs and used to cover interior walls
and ceilings, Also used on exteriors, especially in
early 20th century commercial structures.

Quoins Heavy blocks, generally of stone or of
wood, cut in emulation of stone and used at the
corners of buildings to reinforce and ornament
masonry walls, or in wood as a decorative feature
only.

Rafters One of a series of inclined structural mem-
bers that support the roof, running from, the exte-
rior wall to the ridgepole.

Ridgeboard or Ridgepole The horizontal member
at the peak of the roof to which the top ends of the
rafters are attached.

Rustification From Latin, rusticus “of the country,
rude, coarse”. The treatment of stone masonry
which deeply cuts back the joints between the
blocks. The surfaces of the blocks may be smoothly
dressed, textured, or extremely rough or quarry
faced.

Sash A window frame that opens by sliding up or
down.

74N
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stretcher

Side lights A vertical line of smal] glass
flanking a doorway. Used throughout,t\;f::.:.l‘zrl
architecture beginning with the Greek Reviya]

Siding The finished surface of an exterj
commonly clapboard or shingles. e

Sill The lowermost member of a frame house the

sill is the large-dimension wooden elememﬂ,;
rests directly on the foundation. t

Single-pile plan An early plan in which the hg
Use

was but one room deep.
Soffit The underside of an overhanging corni
Ce,

Stretcher A brick laid with ;
e aid with its long face to the

St}l;lngcours.e A projecting course of b
other material, forming a narrow horizonta]s i

(usually narrower than other Courses in the fa de)
ca

across the wall of 4 building

Tabernacle frame A style

Posed of columns i
or pil
entablatyre, Sy

of door surround com-
€rs surmounted by an

Timber frame
In which the weight-bearin
-n€ rule untj] the mid-nine
tlr'nber frame has now bee
stlck-framing Mmethods

teenth century, the
n largely replaced by

llght or w
Ys

ricks, or some

A type of Wood-frame construction
g members are timbers

Verandah A space alongside a house sheltered by
a roof supported by posts, pillars, columns, or
arches. An earlier name for it in America was
piazza. The French colonists called it a galerie, the
Dutch a stoep (Americanized as stoop), the Spanish
portal, in Italy it is a loggia. Verandah comes from
the Portugeuse varanda and was first used by the

British in India.

Water table A sloping horizontal surface, of brick
or stone, on an exterior wall, usually at the founda-
tion level. This feature was employed to repel
water from the fountain.

v
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Glossary of Preservation Terms

Adaptive Use The process of converting a build-
ing to a use other than that for which it was de-
signed, e.g., changing a factory into housing. Such
conversions are accomplished with varying alter-
ations to the building.

Amenity A building, object, area or landscape
feature that makes an aesthetic contribution to the
environment, rather than one that is purely utilitar-
ian.

Amicus Curiae Friend of the court [Latin]. A
party that may be allowed to present a brief on an
issue before a court, frequently one with relevant
special expertise.

Background Buildings Buildings that may lack
exemplary character or significance but are none-
theless essential to the maintenance of a sense of
place.

Certificate of Appropriateness A document
awarded by a preservation commission or architec-
tural review board which allows an applicant to
proceed with a proposed alteration, demolition or
new construction in a designated area or site,
following a determination of the proposal’s suit-
ability according to applicable criteria.

Certified Historic Structure For the purposes of
federal preservation tax incentives, any structure
subject to depreciation as defined by the Internal
Revenue Code that is listed individually in the
National Register of Historic Places or located in a
registered historic district. A Certified Historic
Structure must be certified by the Secretary of the
Interior as being of historical significance to the
district.

Certified rehabilitation Any rehabilitation of a
certified historic structure that the Secretary of the
Interior has determined to be consistent with the
historical character of the property or the district in
which the property is located.




Code enforcement Local regulation of building
practices and enforcement of safety and housing
code provisions. It is a principal tool used to ensyre
neighborhood upkeep.

Cultural resource A building, structure, district
site, object or document that is of significance in’
American history, architecture, archaeology or
culture.

pemolition by neglect The destruction of a builg-
ing through abandonment or lack of maintenance

Demolition delay A temporary halt or stay in the
plannec% r.azing of a property, usually resulting frg
a court injunction obtained by preservationists t, .
allow a period of negotiation. :

[?esign guidelines Criteria developed by presery,
tion commissions and architectural review board g
to identify design concerns in an area and to hel S
property owners ensure that rehabilitation and rfew

construction respect the char i
15t acter of d
buildings and districts. S

. fee 1 .

acquired t Interest in r

B hrough donation or urch -
eed restriction or purchase and carried

Enabling legislation Federal or state laws that
authorize governing bodies to enact particular
measures or delegate powers such as enactment of
local landmarks and historic district ordinances,
zoning and taxation within their jurisdictions.

Extended use Any process that increases the
useful life of an old building, e.g. adaptive use or
continued use.

Fabric The physical material of a building, struc-
ture, or city, connoting an interweaving of compo-
nent parts.

Facadism The retention of only the facade of a
historic building during conversion while the
remainder is severely altered or destroyed to accept
the new use.

Found space Old buildings or spaces within them
that have been retrieved from near oblivion for
rehabilitation or adaptive use after having been
abandoned or “lost”.

Gentrification British term for the process by
which young professionals or “gentry” buy into
inner-city areas as part of a neighborhood preser-
vation trend.

Historic district A geographically definable area
with a significant concentration of buildings, struc-
tures, sites, spaces or objects unified by past events,
physical development, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, sense of cohesiveness, or related
historical and aesthetic associations. The signifi-
cance of a district may be recognized through
listing in a local, state, or national landmarks
register and may be protected legally through
enactment of a local historic district ordinance
administered by a historic district board or com-
mission.

Homesteading Programs under which abandoned
buildings are made available at little or no cost in
return for an agreement to rehabilitate and occupy
them for a specified period of time. Similar pro-
grams to recycle commercial structures may be
called shopsteading.
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House museum A museum whose Stmcﬁmm
is of historical or architectural significange g Preservation Generally, saving from destruction
or deterioration old and historic buildings, sites,
structures and objects and providing for their
continued use by means of restoration, rehabilita-
tion or adaptive use. Specifically, “ the act or
process of applying measures to sustain the exist-
ing form, integrity, and material of a building or
structure, and the existing form and vegetative
cover of a site. Preservation may include stabiliza-
tion work, where necessary, as well as ongoing
maintenance of the historic building materials”
(Secretary of the Interior’s Standards).

o

whose interpretation relates primarily tothe
building’s architecture, furnishings and higtn

Human scale A combination of quaﬁﬁ%ha‘éﬁ,
tecture or the landscape which provide an appn,
priate relationship to human size, enhang it
than diminishing the importance of people,
Landmark Register A listing of buildings, dig:

and objects designated for historical,dmgs- disi
or other special significance that may carry progy

tion for listed properties. : hag _
Preservation Commission A generic term for an

appointed municipal or county board that recom-
mends the designation of and regulates changes to
historic districts and landmarks. It may be called a
historic district review board or commission,
architectural or design review board or landmarks
commission; the latter’s authority may be limited
to individual buildings.

Landscape The totality of the built or human.
influenced habitat experienced at any one

Dominant features are topography, plant cover,
buildings, or other structures and their pattems

Material Culture Tangible objects used by peopk
to cope with the physical world, such as
structures and furnishings, all of which provide
evidence of culturally determined behavior

Reconstruction “The act or process of reproducing
by new construction the exact form and detail of a
vanished building, structure, or object, or a part
thereof, as it appeared at a specific period of time”

Mixed Use A variety of authorized activit'u;n;n
(Secretary of the Interior’s Standards).

area or a building, as distinguished from the i

lated uses and planned se arati rescribed by
many zoning ofdin ances. ; . by Rehabilitation “The act or process of returning a
property to a state of utility through repair or
alteration which makes possible an efficient con-
temporary use while preserving those portions or
features of the property which are significant to its
historical, architectural and cultural values” (Secre-

tary of the Interior’s Standards).

A
Qutdoor museum A restored, re-created or repli:
village site in which several or many structure
have been restored, rebuilt or moved to, and Wi
PUrpose is to interpret a historical or culturalet
ting, period, or activity. ¥

Reinvestment The channeling of public and
private resources into declining neighborhoods in
a coordinated manner to combat disinvestment.

}:ﬂlce Pov.ver. The inherent right of a govumﬁ
rres’crlct individual conduct or use of M‘J
foﬁ(t)ist;he public health, safety and welfare; it
o i ue {?rocesses of the law but, unlike emire Renovation “The act or process of accurately
mént o f’ poli recovering the form and details of a property and
e Compen§at10n of any alleged losses: Polie its setting as it appeared at a particular period of
builds 1s the b ‘ time by means of the removal of later work or by
Ing code the replacement of missing earlier work” (Secre-

S and preservation ordinancs
tary of the Interior’s Standards).
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Restoration “The act or process of accura i
recovering the form and details of a propertyand
its setting as it appeared at a particular period of
time by means of the removal of later work or
the replacement of missing earlier work” (Secrety,
of the Interior’s Standards).

Taking The appropriation by government of
private property, e.g., condemnation through
eminent domain for public use with just compensa-
tion. A “takings issue” arises when the use of the
police power appears to diminish the value of
affected property, such as a decision under a pres-
ervation ordinance.

Revolving fund A funding source that makes loans
to accomplish some preservation purpose, eg,
purchase and rehabilitation of an endangered
property. The loans are repaid to maintain the fund
for other projects.

Tax incentive A tax reduction designed to encour-
age private investment in historic preservation and
rehabilitation projects.

Townscape The relationship of buildings, shapes,
spaces, and textures that gives a town or area its
distinctive visual character or image.

Section 106 The provision of the National Preser-
vation Act of 1966 that requires the head of a federl
agency financing or licensing a project to makea
determination of the effect of the project on prop-

erty in or eligible for the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Visual pollution Anything that, because of its
placement or intrinsic nature, is offensive to the
sense of sight, e.g., garbage dumps and billboards.

Sense of Place The sum of attributes of a locality,

neighborhood, or property, that give ita unique and
distinctive character.

Stabilization “The act or process of applying
measures designed to re-establish a weather resis-
tant enclosure and the structural stability of unsafe
or deteriorated property while maintaining the

essential form as it exists at 3
. present” (Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards).

Street Furniture Municipal equipment placed
along streets, including light fixtures, fire hydrans,
police and fire call boxes, signs, benches and kiosks.

Streetscape
particular st
Curvature, P
furniture, 5

The distinguishing character of a
reet as created by its width, degree of
aving materials, design of the street
nd forms of surrounding buildings.

Stylg A type of architecture distinguished by
s of structure and ornament
time; also, a general quality of
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