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r1 vr fhd Introduction: 

In June of 2003 I received an internship in the UGA Grounds Department Office, which 

proved to be an invaluable learning opportunity. It has turned into a part time job that I 

have worked in conjunction with my class schedule. I have been able through this 

position to supplement my education with hands ... on projects that have given nie insight 

into the field that I would not have otherwise received. In the office I have worked under 

the direction of Dexter Adams, David Hale and Chris Swann, who have all been 

inspirational and have respectively all taught me a great deal. 

The purpose of this project has been to document and compile all of the work that I have 

done in the office, for my own personal benefit, and hopefully it can be of some 

assistance to future students with a desire to receive hands•on experience during their 

educational career. 



List of Projects (presented in order) 

Waddell Street Landscape 

Waddell Street Porous Parking Lot 

Muses Garden hardscape installation 

Lumpkin Street raingardens 

Grounds Department Office raingarden 

Surveys 

CCRC Remediation Plan 

East Campus Village Parking Deck 

Green Roof Planters 

Small Scale Plantings 

Miscellaneous Projects 

Food Science Contract 

Brumby/Russell Hall Site Improvements 
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The first project that I was assigned was to design the landscape for 198 Waddell Street, 

I • 

which had been a residence until it was purchased by the University for additional office 

space~ Tuer,; w,ere many lessons (() be learned from this project, as it was the first planting 
,j 

. ' . 
plan and hardscape that I had· ever designed that was actually going to be built. It I, • , • 

t .. I • ' ... l---:- l J 

.. .~ . , consisted ofa paved_ driyet a parking ipt for six cars, and plants that would screen the 

, · ~ .,._.'_., vieWs ~radj~ce;t loW0in~me liOusing. The existing conditions on the site included 
'- .. - ·', .• ·,·. 'l•· '.;. ·, . . i •. 

flower beds, a storage ·shed, a large b~ck yard, and a small deck for a picnic table, all 

which were to be removed. 

Both the hardscape and the planting plan, though simple, proved to be great learning 

. , ') el<peri~ncei; and I learned how m~h ~rk can go into something as simple as a parking 
J • 

lot and a screen planting. The parking lot was to replace much of the lawn, and after 
; • l 

trying to align it in a variety of ways, straight ahead became the most obvious solution. I 

made an argwnent against it, which was rejected, but I hope that my suggestion in some ,-.., • -·= .. -.,. .., . . -;-- , . ~ • . l 

f •• _.,..,,· • 

- -- - , 

t , . 

, small way lead to th~ experiment with porous concrete (which I will get to later.) The \ 

screen p)antings turned out to be very basic even though I added to them in early 
' 

. drawings. There was also· an irrigation plan and a large retaining wall that were 
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Porous Concrete Parking Lot: 

Because of the small scale of the Waddell Street parking lot and its out-of-the way 

location, Dexter decided that this would be an optimal opportunity to experiment with 

porous concrete for the first time on campus. Dexter put me in charge of research and 

-~ -.:.development, which entailed figuring out exactly how to complete the project, including 
r.. I . . 

how to acquire, pour, finish, and present it to the grounds crew in a way that would 

convince tltem-t~at ·it was worth while. Luckily most of the information came from Dan 

Brown _a !~cal exp~f!_}n porous concrete, who was more than willing to come to Athens 

and gh:e a slide show to the concrete finishing crew. Because of his experience, 
,. 

experti~~~ and i1jlsig~t the usually skeptical crew was excited to work with the new 

material. 

The process began with the concrete mix, which was made up of a clean uniform 

aggregate (97 stone), Portland cement, and water, the only difference from traditional 

concrete being the absence of sand. The entire parking lot was enclosed in a traditional 

curb and gutter that acted as a form. Individual truckloads of concrete were poured, 

creating separate sections of the lot, and each section was compacted with a roller instead 

of smoothed with traditional finishing tools. Bruce Ferguson, an expert in porous 

pavements, oversaw the process and commented that is was for the most part successful, 

especially for a first time application. 

This was a great learning opportunity because not only was I able to learn about the 

technology, I was able to see, first hand, how new ideas face resistance and how to 

attempt to overcome this type of hesitance. 
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e c~e~k,; ·I, onran By JENNIFER BURK 
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Students walking through the new 
Northwest parking lot next semester 
shouldn't worry about getting soggy 
shoes on rainy days.' 

Few puddles will be in sight, thanks 
to porous pavement to be installed 
next ·month in the Baxter Street lot 
across from Lipscomb Hall, said 
University Architect Danny Snit!. 

Sniff said the pavement allows 
water to drain through the pavement 
and sink through the ground "the way 
God originally intended." 

Installing the porous pavement is 
part of a long-term plan to clean up 
Tanyard Creek, said Kevin Kirsche, an 

graduate student. tlow through - making the pavement · preventing erosion of the stream ·. 1 .I.. E:,• 
He said the use of porous pave- resemble what Kirsche called a "big .. channel, Kirsche sajd. . . t . 1 . · 

ment should minimize the etfects of Rice Krispy treat." Installing porous pavement .in the i fi 
. run-otf pollution into the creek, where Underneath the p~vement is ;a ~orthwest lot ~ . an e.xperiment coor- [ ·· or pr 
water from many University storm layer of gravel that will prevent the dinated by Uruversity officials to see l I 
sewers flows. ground from becoming saturated and the effects of . porous pavement on i 1 

While Up.iversity Real Estate - flooding, Snit! said. . water quality. · i 
. Foundation officials said they've yet to Because water flows through the · ;\bout one-third of the lot will be . i j ·,. 

By JUSTIP 
jboron@ra 

determine the cost of the paving pro- pavement at a quick rate - quicker ,. ' regul;u- pavement, and the run-off' .. j), · 
ject, Kirsche saiq porous pavement than through soil - Kirsche said there _ from that section will be directed to i ):r _ The cha plat 
usually costs one and a half .times won't be water left in the pavement to · .. a separat~ wat~r g~den, . wh~re ' f i· Tau Alpha 50; 
more th3:11 regular as~halt. freeze. Kirs?he srud officials will momtor its . ; in a moven 

He srud the most rmportant water After the water seeps through the -quality. : i 1 e~ hasize th€ 
quality issue is polluted surface run- pavement, it will be directed to a '. .-' Porous pavement also was installed . [ of ~ irit alit 

· off, and the use of porous pavement "water garden'' that he said will act as in· a six-car trial lot at th~ newly .. j . Univ~rsiiy's ~ 
should minimize these etfects. a filter before flowing into Tanyard restored house at 198 Waddell St., the · i be s 

The pavement is made out of Creek. , . first site at the University to be paved j • r · . 
pieces of gravel and concrete that '?1e water sy~tem also slow~. do~ , :i~th,t~e.mate~· ·. -I'. , ·, ! •. , ·::, i; unfv~~~\~ntra~ 

" · · · · · · · : . soronties met 1 
: l : the last few 

, l prayer and tc 
l. Christian even 
i , said Amanda 

. , j i chaplain for 
·· .. : , Alpha 
t1 · "W~'re tryi 
· · i ; strength from 
;' 1 ' she said. 
·. 1. Jones said 
1 I chaplains to 
· 1 accountability 

7i l chapter's spirit 
i · i ·,, · In the past, 
· ·. 1 ':-C: various chapte 

.. ;••ii. · I ,. 1in the past und 
. .,, :~. ,.; · i 1 . cumstances, b, 

~ .-;'I ·. ·. )·:··• they have ye ... ~ . .. . .. ,. · ·:1 ~; ,. ' i '. themselves· as 
~'f•• ~ J I!. n;-'( ! / ' ' -• .· .._'l'~•.-~.· ... ,,..~,.,.~i'i' ·/:'••.·; : ~ group, 

.....-
1
\t" ./:•.~.·~ ,· ,• :.., . \.:.~}'J'~ .: · . \· -\_' . . ·~ •r, •· . f~,:·:,.~ ! " • 

.il -.,. - ~: ..... , .·-···· ' ., ..-.' · ' •· .i...w;.i.1', ..,, • · : . Right now, .. t ·. /,.:\'oi':(:·: '-;&,·'.':?t,rtl~/'.:•·· 1 chaplains, t' she 
,, ·, · ·· -· -,.; · -·•... · · . . ~ •.; •~. ~-~. ,,r.i.\.·:. ·. : that anyone w ' .. , . . ·• ~ •• . •~::-:i,, ,· • 

. ' ' "*'' '""·--· ' i represent their 
. . . . . PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY SHAUNA INTEUSANO I Tu Rio . BU.CK •. l attend the 

• (Left) New porous pavement is being tested on a small lot on Waddell Street. The environmentally friendly pavement is designed . j . focused group. 
to prevent an excess of run-off water. (Right) Regular pavement causes excess water run-off. , . : : .. -.. , ' . _ .. · . · 1 • .,, l ► See . PR 

<I J • . • i • ;\l\~;/ . . ' , ':, ;•. ••. •, ::• ~•};..,t;/ ~!,i:/~,!-~••-:,, ~- • ••1•,'1 f ~t;. /_. • .. 1.- i,;~ ll ·'/ / '' ~I~-•~ 

\c.'L.'L, 



The Muse Garden: Phase 1 

Aside from working in the office, I spent a large part of my internship working in the 

field on a large project with the Grounds Department's heavy equipment and concrete 

finishing crews. I worked as an assistant to Kimo Polster, the supervisor of the two shops, 

on the pedestrian connections and future memorial between Baldwin Street and the new 

Student Learning Center (SLC) building. This was an amazing experience as I was able 

to see exactly how drawings go from the office to the field and all that is entailed in the 

process. Because the work was all done in-house, the design was somewhat fluid and left 

many decisions up to Kimo, who has a BLA from UGA. Working on this project enabled 

me to see and understand much of the process of the profession that I would not have 

otherwise seen. Every decision made on the drafting table has real consequences and 

seeing them first hand was eye opening. 

The project basically consisted of grading and demolition, lay out and pouring new 

sidewalks and steps. The project began by tearing out an old parking lot, laying new 

storm sewer pipes, and re-grading the site to meet the specifications from the plans. This 

was a very interesting aspect, as I was able to see the process and learned not to be 

squeamish about moving earth. In laying out the project I was able to see the relationship 

between scales, compasses, and pencils and tapes, surveying equipment, and stakes. I 

also realized a great respect for concrete, it is a material with infinite possibilities and 

potential, and skilled finishers are the key to its successful application. 

Muses Garden 





Lumpkin Street Rain Gardens: 

As part of the city of Athens' redevelopment of Lumpkin Street, they proposed a series of 

off-line stormwater controls that would run adjacent to the street. They proposed to the 

Grounds Department that they would install and plant the rain gardens on University 

property in exchange for the use of the land and University maintenance of the new 

gardens. I was put in charge of developing a sample planting plan for the gardens, and in 

response, I proposed that the rain gardens be designed in-house because each needed to 

be given careful consideration. The debate was weather to have a continuous streetscape 

that was an indication of the gardens proposed use, or to let each property be designed in 

order to maintain the existing character of each individual property. We decided on a 

compromise to design each one individually but using the same palette of plants. I was 

assigned the task of designing the first phase of the gardens and choosing the plants that 

were to be used. 
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Rain Garden 1: Hoke-Smith 

The character of the site consists of large shade trees arching over massive beds of 

groundcover sweeping through swaths of lawn. For this garden I first had to realign the 

proposed shape in order to protect the roots of the existing trees and to fit within the 

existing beds of liriope. The overall design of the garden is simple and fits within the 

existing conditions, but at the same time accents the project with shade tolerant plants. 
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Rain garden 2: Auxiliary Services 
AUX\LlA~Y SERVICES 

The design of this property is i-c. al morm and sweep· F h. mg. or t is garden I designed a casual 

sweep of plants that fit within th h 
fr e c aracter of the existing pattern. I used a mix of plants 

om the approved list that fit in . with and accented the established plantings. 

124 
BI0t\ETENTI0N AREA 3 
SCALE: \ 11= ,o•-o'' 

PLANT LIST 
QTY 

130 
100 
74 

BOTANICAL 

130 
.---11+ 

-------\00 



PLANT LIST 
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Rain garden 3: Alpha Chi Omega Sorority House 

The character of this site was extremely formal and manicured: symmetrical beds met 

lawn in very clean edges, and the sign was set in a circular annual bed. For this planting I 

used more formal species, for example, DwarfYaupon instead of Dwarf Wax Myrtle and 

Pink Muhley instead ofUpland Sea Oats. I continued the existing sweep of the beds to 

enclose the lawn and moved the sign but left planting room for annuals. 
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Rain garden 4-6: Lumpkin Woods 

This part of the project is in a naturalized area of campus and several types of stormwater 

controls are going to be implemented. There will be a series of rain gardens and a bio­

swale with check dams to infiltrate water before it is put back into the storm sewer. The 

plan is meant to retain the natural character of the site and highlight the technologies with 

the plantings. 
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Grounds office rain garden: design and installation 

Dexter thought that since we were going to be maintaining the Lumpkin Street rain 

gardens, and because the grounds office was well overdue for a new landscape, our office 

was the optimal place for a test rain garden. For the design we followed the basic specs 

for the Lumpkin Street rain gardens with a couple of key exceptions. We omitted the 

under-drain system in order to maximize infiltration. It was also a retrofit, modifying the 

existing landscape in order to capture roof and parking lot run off. The final difference 

was that our overall shape was more naturalistic, rather than linear and formal. 

We started by removing all the soil to a depth of one foot, and mixing it with compost 

and sand in order to amend the existing conditions. We then dug deeper "cells" that were 

filled with # 4 stone that would act as reservoir to store rain water. The next step was to 

attach over-drains to the existing storm water pipes, and cover the stones with filter 

fabric. We then covered the cells with the soil mix, and added river stones in order to 

dissipate the speed of the incoming water. The fmal steps were to saw cut channels 

through the existing sidewalks to allow water from the parking lot to flow into garden, 

and to cap the existing catch basin. 

Because the work was done in-house and it was a new technology, the construction crew 

was skeptical, but we knew that they were won over when they all came to see it perform 

during the first rain. To date, the garden has preformed exceptionally well, meeting or 

exceeding our expectations. All the rain water that would have previously gone directly 

into Trail Creek has been absorbed: it has never overflowed, and we have been able to 

capture litter that would have otherwise been washed directly into the creek. 
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Grounds office rain garden: publicity 

Since the installation of the garden has been complete, it has been recognized by the 

community as a notable success. There have been several articles written about it and was 

featured on the UGA home page. It has been visited by county officials, landscape 

architecture classes, and other curious onlookers. It was even included on the official tour 

of the Georgia Stormwater Conference, and for this event I was charged with giving a 

short presentation about the process, and it was commented by some of the engineers that 

it was the most "aesthetically pleasing" example of a rain garden that they had seen. 
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Jessten Murphy is the project co-ordinator for the raingarden , installed at the grounds department office in 
Chicopee. Water drains off the parking lot and fillers through the gravel and sand in the garden. 

Peter Frey 

That rainy-day feeling 
:~~. ~ R lP·· -
. offer new approach 

to stormwater 
management 
By Larry B. Dendy 
ldendy@uga.edu 

vVhenit's dry, therock-filledswale 
in front of the physical plant 
grounds department office looks 
like leftovers from a construction 
project. But when rain sends water 
from nearby roofs and a parking 
lot flowing into the depression, it 
becomes a showpiece for a popular 
concept in stormwater manage­
ment known as a raingarden. 

Part reservoir, part filtration 
system, raingardens are a smaller 
version of what are also known as 
detention ponds. Like ponds, 
raingardens catch rain runoff from 
impervious surfaces such as asphalt 
and concrete, helping keep the 
water out of conventional drain­
age systems such as sewers. But 
raingardens-technically known as 
"bioretention cells"--can do more. 
They help cleanse water before it 
goes into the ground or into a 
drainage system. T hey also beau­
tify landscapes and can improve 
safety by reducing flooding and 
standing water. 

Expect to see several of them 
along Lumpkin Street as part of 
the extensive stormwater and 
drainage improvement work 
Athens- Clarke County is carrying 
out on that busy thoroughfare . 
UGA will maintain the Lumpkin 
Street raingardens, and more will 
be built around campus, says Dex­
ter Adams, head of the grounds 
department. T he garden at the 
grounds department office was in­
stalled as a demonstration to help 
UGA workers become familiar 
with them, says Adams. 

. • Peter Frey 
Dexter Adams (rrght) , director of UGA's grounds department , shows 
raingarden project co-ordinator Jessten Murphy the results of a recent 
heavy rain. 

Basically, araingardenisa large 
hole in the ground, several feet 
deep. Its size is based on the amount 
of water it's expected to handle; its 
shape is aligned with the contours 
of the surrounding landscape. 

The bottom has a "cell" com­
posed of uniform-sized gravel and 
surrounded with a special porous 
fabric that allows water through 
but filters out sediment. On top of 
the fabric is a layer of organic ma­
terial such as sandy loam. Above 
that, on the ground surface, are 
gravel and rocks of varying sizes 
that trap water in pockets and re­

.lease it slowly. An overflow pipe 
buried in the hole rises aboutafoot 
above the rock surface. T he gar­
den is surrounded by grass, shrubs, 
trees and other amenities. 

vVhen rain falls, runoff from 
parking lots, sidewalks, streets, 
roofs and other surfaces is chan­
neled into the raingarden instead 
of going down the sewer drain or 
pooling along the curb. As the 
water seeps down through the 
rocks, organic material and porous 

fabric, dirt, oi l and other impuri­
ties are leached out and the clean 
water is absorbed into the ground. 

"Rains of an inch or less carry 
the most concentrated runoff of 
pollutants, trash and sediments," 
says Adams. "For these normal 
rainfalls, a raingarden will really 
drink up the water quickly so 
there's rarely any standing water." 

The university has a couple of 
other devices that just hold water, 
including a berm-like area at the 
ecology building and a retention 
pond at the intramural fields. 

Raingardens are more expen­
sive to install than conventional 
sewer drains. But Adams says they 
pay off in reduced water pollution, 
storm water control, improved aes­
thetics and enhanced safety. 

"As an educational institution, 
we should set an example by using 
best management practices," he 
says. "Physical plant is excited to 
be working with Athens- Clarke 
County to take advantage of these 
new approaches to stormwater 
management." 

Symposium focuses 
on human rights and 
globalization in Africa 
By Lloyd Winstead 
winstead@uga.edu 

The Center for Humanities and 
Arts will host its 10th annual Pro­
gram for Global Understanding 
Feb. 18- 20. The international 
symposium will focus on "Global­
ization and Human Rights in Af­
rica." Approximately 20 distin­
guished artists, scholars and diplo­
mats will come to Masters Hall at 
the Georgia Center for Continu­
ing Education to join in discus­
sions about the effects of global­
ization on human rights, religion 
and the process of democratiza­
tion in sub- Saharan African 
nations. 

At8 p.m. on Feb. 18, Gertrude 
Mongella will deliver the keynote 
address. Mongella is a member of 
parliament in Tanzania, goodwill 
ambassador for Maternal Mortality 
R eduction in the African 

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

Region for 
the World 
Health Or­
ganization, 
and presi­
dent of Ad­
vocacy for 
Women in 
Africa. She 

Gertrude Mongella has served as 
a member of 

the UNESCO Council of the 
Future and the OAU Women's 
Committee for Peace and as under­
secretary special envoy to the 
secretary general of the U nited 
Nations on women's issues and 
development. 

On Feb. 19, at 9 a.m., Winston 
Nagan, Trustee Research Fellow, 
professor of law and affiliate pro­
fessor of anthropology at the Uni­
versity of Florida, will make open­
ing remarks. N agan has served two 
See AFRICA on pggf 8 

Senior administration meets 
with university community 
By Chuck Toney 
ctoney@uga.edu 

Throughout fall semester, Presi­
dent Michael F. Adams and Pro­
vost Arnett Mace held a series of 
meetings with small groups of fac­
ulty to discuss issues of concern 
and interest to the faculty and to 
offer an administrative perspec­
tive. Out of those meetings came a 
request by the faculty for more 
regular communication from the 
senior administration. T his article 
in Columns is the first in a series 
that will address administrative 
goals and priorities. 

"It was clear that the faculty 

would like to hear about adminis­
trative priorities more regularly 
and to have the opportuni ty for 
more input into the decision ­
making process," Adams says. "I 
agree that open lines of communi­
cation are crucial to the operation 
of the University of Georgia, and I 
hope that this series wil1 be one 
step in that process." 

State budget cuts 
The condition of the state budget 
remains the top UGA issue as the 
Georgia General Assembly con­
venes. Gov. Sonny Perdue's bud­
get proposal includes a 2 percent 
See REPORT 011 pagt 8 

Student Learning Center dedication takes place Feb. 19 
The university community is invited to the dedication of the Student Learning 
Center on Feb. 19 at 4 p.m. The ribbon-cutting ceremony will take place in the 
fourth-floor rotunda. 

Speakers will be Gov. Sonny Perdue, Chancellor Thomas C. Meredith, 
President Michael F. Adams, Provost Arnett C. Mace and Student Govern­
ment Association President Latham Saddler. 

A reception will be followed by tours of the SLC. 
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ment known as a raingarden. 
Part reservoir, part filtration 

system, raingardens are a smaller 
version of what are also known as 
detention ponds. Like ponds, 
raingardens catch rain runoff from 
impervious surfaces such as asphalt 
and concrete, helping keep the 
water out of conventional drain­
age systems such as sewers. But 
raingardens-technically known as 
"bioretention cells"-can do more. 
They help cleanse water before it 
goes into the ground or into a 
drainage system. They also beau­
tify landscapes and can improve 
safety by reducing flooding and 
standing water. 

Expect to see several of them 
along Lumpkin Street as part of 
the extensive stormwater and 
drainage improvement work 
Athens-Clarke County is carrying 
out on that busy thoroughfare. 
UGA will maintain the Lumpkin 
Street raingardens, and more will 
be built around campus, says Dex­
ter Adams, head of the grounds 
department. T he garden at the 
grounds department office was in­
stalled as a demonstration to help 
VGA workers become familiar 
with them, says Adams. 

• • Peter Frey Dexter Adams (right), director of UGA's grounds department, shows 
raingarden project co-ordinator Jessten Murphy the results of a recent 
heavy rain. 

Basically, a raingarden is a large 
hole in the ground, several feet 
deep. Its size is based on the amount 
of water it's expected to handle; its 
shape is aligned with the contours 
of the surrounding landscape. 

The bottom has a "cell" com­
posed of uniform-sized gravel and 
surrounded with a special porous 
fabric that allows water through 
but filters out sediment. On top of 
the fabric is a layer of organic ma­
terial such as sandy loam. Above 
that, on the ground surface, are 
gravel and rocks of varying sizes 
that trap water in pockets and re­
.lease it slowly. An overflow pipe 
buried in the hole rises about a foot 
above the rock surface. The gar­
den is surrounded by grass, shrubs, 
trees and other amenities. 

When rain falls, runoff from 
parking lots, sidewalks, streets, 
roofs and other surfaces is chan­
neled into the raingarden instead 
of going down the sewer drain or 
pooling along the curb. As the 
water seeps down through the 
rocks, organic material and porous 

fabric, dirt, oil and other impuri­
ties are leached out and the clean 
water is absorbed into the ground. 

"Rains of an inch or less carry 
the most concentrated runoff of 
pollutants, trash and sediments," 
says Adams. "For these normal 
rainfalls, a raingarden will really 
drink up the water quickly so 
there's rarely any standing water." 

The university has a couple of 
other devices that just hold water, 
including a berm-like area at the 
ecology building and a retention 
pond at the intramural fields. 

Raingardens are more expen­
sive to install than conventional 
sewer drains. But Adams says they 
pay off in reduced water pollution, 
stormwater control, improved aes­
thetics and enhanced safety. 

"As an educational institution, 
we should set an example by using 
best management practices," he 
says. "Physical plant is excited to 
be working with Athens-Clarke 
County to take advantage of these 
new approaches to stormwater 
management." 
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to the University of Georgia chapter of the College · · 
Republicans. Collins is seeking the U.S. Senate seat 

,ity says 
couldn' t 
her eyes 

1 
__ _ __ she dis-

at big nails right t1--.,,agh 
palms of your hands and 
les. · . 
~he violence is just part 
ne controversy, however. 
t.1:any Jewish leaders of 
ray have been critical of 
. Gibson's film because 
y say it makes the Jews . 
{ bad. They are afraid 
t Gibson will create a 
e of anti-Semitism with 
release of his movie. In 
e you are not up to speed 
,Biblical history, it was the 
vish leaders who had . 
us arrested while he was 
1ging out with Simon 
;er and the boys in the 
rden of Gethsemane. They 
nted Jesus dead, but 
!n't have the authority to 
l him. Pilate, the Roman 
,ernor, did, so the Jewish 
ders sent him to Pilate. 
It turns out that Pilate 
ln't find reason to execute 
! prisoner, but was too 
ak to stand up to the 
wish leaders, so he 
.eased Jesus to them to be 
t to death. It is my under., 
mding that these are the 
:ts Mel Gibson portrays in 

,. ; movie, but they are not 
~ central focus of the film. 
The focus of the film is 
e pain and agony and suf­
ring that Jesus endured on 
ihalf of humanity. That is 
e message that Mel Gibson 
,pes-people will embrace. 
aybe that's what his critics 
e so worried about. 
J esus's crucifixion. It's 
ien almost two thousand 
iars, and folks are still 
lking about it! 

Darrell Huckaby is an 
ducator and author living 
, Conyers. Contact him at 
'IWW.darrellhuckaby.com. 

run at a county commission seat Myers, Rutherfor( 
would have a good chance of get~ 
ting elected, especially if he or · _. ,\r See STUDENTS on D5 
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'Raingardens' in Athens·· 

Allen Sulllvan/Staff 
This 'raingarden' near th~ University of , . 
Georgia's physical plant offices is a small ) 
version of the raingardens that .will be part o( a · 
,re-configuration oflumpkin Street. Raingar­
dens are designed to slow the flow of stormwa­
ter, to keep polluta~ts out of waterways. 

Politics 

Stones, plants may clean w3te~ 
By tee Shearer 

lee.shearer@onlineathens.com 
UGNs grounds department. . 

Under a joint plan between .UGA and ' 
. Athens-Clarke County, a series· of_simi-

The Hraingardens" flanking the door lar raingardens will soon dot the U GA . 
to a little building beside the University . campus along South Lumpkin Street, 
of Georgia's Chicopee building off East along with hidden underground devices 
Broad Street don1t look like much - a called "infiltration trenches." · · 
few landscape plants growing from lay- · Clarke County sales-tax: collections 
ers of smooth stones nestled against the . will pay for the system, which will 
building front. . . , stretch, from Broad Street to Rutherford 
· . But they're the beginning of a bigger Avenue near Five Points, 

effort that should inean cleaner water in The 1.2-mile project will be the first 
the streams that run through downtown such large-scale installation in the state, 
Athens and the University of Georgia · 
campus, hopes Dexter Adams, head of ; see RAINGARDENS on D2 
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book's cost. I I 

"I expected it 
to be maybe 
$80," said Hill, LEPJ,,: 
originally from l,i 
Augusta. "But · 
$124, that's way too muc 

· Hill 's classmate, 
Kianf ard, didn't fare m 

· ter. 
The 22-year-old 

major from Atlanta 
used copy of the req ui 
for the so-called " 
price" of$101.95. 

" I was so mad 
Kianfard, studying this 
the GSU student cente 
to three other stores 
was ~he lowest price I f; 

· See TEXTBOOKS on 

. WOW, the.connections. it makes': ,Unlikely pairings dominate meeti 
· The people who·want to build a mas- · But then Carl Jordan, who .·doesn' t-~-1-·Taxi!: Hailing a cafr ~ould get more diffh ,.. ~ .• hour service favors larger compa 

sive playground at Southeast Clarke . always get along with Mccarter and, is __ .i. : cult and more expensive, Athens-Clarke can field a car during the slack tir 
Park_ say the project will bring the com- weH-known for his frugality_ with tax- j '""' Comm_iss~oner Carl Jordan predicled this 

II 
a whole fleet during ~usier one_s. 

mumty tog~ther. payer money, one-upped the commis- i we_ek, 1f his c~lleagues approve new regu- We should be regulating t_he_se inc 
And the Athens- sioner to his right. Sure, _he said, we'll i lat1ons for taxis: . . . . for safety ~urposes, that 1~ 1t. Thr 

Clarke commission pay the $16,500 construction, but let 's i The updated la~ ~s suppose~ to ,m~rove our regulations, ':'!e are goin~ wa: 
couldn't have made the pay the $5,000 design costs, too. · l safety by requm~g regular inspections o~ · "th~ safety ~oa_ls, Jordan said lat 

P
layground folks ' point A a tl · d M C t i - the cars and setting standards for the dn- This comm1ss1on does not under: 

. , n pparen Y surprise c ar er i vers. what should be left to the market 
~etter if they d planned agreed. . . 1 It includes a few petty points - drivers he said. "If anybody will demons 
it. . . Then, as if to demonst_rate county- l must wear a collared shirt (or a uniform me that the price of a cab ride wi 

ddlllll Tdhufrsday .m~f~t wide sduppto~ttfor the_ p~oJect, theTtwo .i . -approved by the police chief).- but the be the first to support it." 
•-M-1111.••-•-•- ma e or some sigm 1- - supe_r- 1s nc comm1ss10ners - om i important point of the law is that it con-· 

cant pairings when it Chasteen and Cardee Kilpatrick, who · 1 · tinues the existing requirement that a cab Whatcha thinkin'?: The citiz 
came time to vote to give the World of together represent the entire county - l company operate 24 hours a day. mittee set up to gauge support t, 
Wonder playground more funding. moved to accept the WOW organiza- i "We don't run our buses 24 hours, we ue Athens' sales tax held th~ir se 

. Commissioner States McCarter made tion's donation of the $200,000 play- l know better,,' ' J_ordan tri~d to convince pre-ga~e meeting ~his week. 
a motion to· pay for earthwork for the ground. . i other com~1ss1oners this week. , The plan 1s set. They re _ready to g, 
project - no surprise·in that, since the It couldn't have worked better if . i The ~ommuni~ naturally needs more cabs ask folks what they think- abo 
park lies in his district. they'd planned it . l . dunng certain h~urs - say, between 10 

· j p.m. and 2 a.m. in downtown - and 24-
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Surveys: 

"Missing Teeth:" A major project that I headed up was coined the "missing teeth survey." 

This meant that I walked every square inch of campus looking for individual plants or 

plantings that had either died or had been killed during construction projects and were not 

replaced. I identified where and what the missing plants were and marked them on the 

survey with the appropriate type, place, and quantity. This was a very helpful document 

to the crew that is in charge of the yearly plantings, as it took all of the guess work out of 

this project, letting them know the exact quantities, types, and locations for all of the 

plants that they had to order. It was a helpful project for me as I gained an intimate 

knowledge of campus, was able to observe many types planting designs, and learned a 

great deal about the plants themselves. 

"Storm Sewer Survey:" As the campus updates its mapping standards, an exact map of 

the storm sewers became a needed component. I worked with the grounds' survey crew 

to begin to do a map of the stonn sewers using GPS to delineate all of the systems, the 

size and types of the pipes used, and the inverts of each one. This required opening each 

manhole cover, going into the box and measuring the pipe itself and its depth. From this 

project I learned how to use GPS, as well as an up-close-and-personal knowledge of how 

traditional storm sewers work. 

E 

• 



iii 

CCRC remediation Plan: 

The Complex Carbohydrates Research Center (CCRC) building is a new facility on 

campus that is located off of Riverbend Road and on the Oconee River. During an 

attempt to have exotic invasive plants removed, the hired contractors were overzealous 

and cleared all the way to the rivers edge, cutting several well-established Musclewood 

trees and a very old native Azalea. This mistake quickly caught the attention of a 

concerned community member who reported the misdeed to the city. As a result, we were 

required by the EPD to design and implement a remediation plan for the site. This 

required erecting a fence, compiling a canopy survey, planting several replacement trees, 

and providing a monitoring schedule for the site. This project gave me an inside look at 

the relation between the University and the City/County and showed me the domino 

effect that simple careless acts can have on a multitude of people. 
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East Campus Village Parking Deck Steps: 

After the completion and planting of the East Campus Village Parking Deck, it quickly 

became apparent the some pedestrian control measures were necessary because a network 

of desire lines quickly formed. The first step towards controlling circulation was to 

design a set of steps and sidewalk that would connect the North entrance with the Main 

set of steps. This was a great project for me because I was able to continue to learn the 

complexity of the profession. If a set of steps and sidewalk requires this much thought 

and attention it is amazing to realize the amount of work and skill that goes into much 

larger projects. This is the perfect place to start as it gives a great preview of complex 

problems that lay ahead. 
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East Campus Village Parking Deck Fence 

The second part of pedestrian control at the East Campus Village Parking Deck was a 

barrier that would control the way people entered and left the building. The fence was 

modeled after an existing fence on campus, and because it was a small contract (under 

$5,000) and the same contractor was going to be doing the work, complex specifications 

were not necessary. I had to draw a plan showing exactly where the fence was to go and 

how it would loo~ and due to the fact that it the architects insisted that the fa9ade was 

not to be touched we had to specify that the curb be core drilled and the posts be placed 

with non-shrink grout. I was able to meet with the contractor during this project and help 

oversee the installation. 
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"Green Roof'' Planters: 

After a test green roof system was installed on the roof of Boyd Graduate school, the area 

became a focal point, and Dexter saw the need to replant the existing modem style 

planters. The main complication with this project is that it the planters are difficult to 

access, receive very little maintenance and the conditions are very harsh. I decided to use 

granite outcrops as a model for the project and used plants from them. The plants I chose 

were Eastern Red Cedar, Switch Grass, Yucca and Yellow Jessamine. 
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Small Scale Plantings: 

"Dumpster Area Screening:" The dumpster area that is used for storage and staging and is 

adjacent to the Chicopee Complex is surrounded with an unsightly fence that faces a 

residential area. Sam Wittamore, who is in charge of the area, requested that we do a 

screen planting for the fence. I used a combination of Wax Myrtle, Cedar, Cherry Laurel, 

and 'Little Gem' Magnolia. 

"Vet School Planting:" The vet school had some end of the year money and requested 

that we do a design for a small are adjacent to the "dog exercise area" that was damaged 

while it was being installed. 
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Miscellaneous Projects: 

"Jim Patchett Charette" The University Architects held a charette with Jim Patchett the 

principal of Conservation Design Forum (CDF) to look at solutions for an innovative 

stormwater plan for the new Art School building on South Campus. Because there was 

not enough money for implementation, it was conceptual and gave us a chance to look at 

far-reaching-solutions. This was an all day charette that included presentations by 

Patchett and Danny Sniff, a site visit, and a design session. This was a great experience as 

Patchett was inspiring and it gave a whole realm of possibilities for design solutions. 

"Grant Proposal Letter:" Mary-Carol Hunter wrote a grant to the EPA proposing an inter­

disciplinary project to design and implement a constructed wetland. Part of the grant 

required letters of recommendation, she asked Dexter for one, and he asked me to draft it 

for him. This required me to read the grant, decide how Dexter could help, and write the 

letter itself. The grant application was well written and very interesting, so the project 

was a fun one for me to work on. 

"Settling Basin Estimate:" The Dairy Science Department has been trying to build a 

settling basin for manure for a couple of years. It has been scaled way back and I was 

charged with using previous estimates to create a new one for a much smaller version of 

the original. This project gave me a glimpse of what goes in to estimating jobs and how 

important initial estimates can be. The project has been givin the go ahead and it is now 

out to bid. 
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Food Science Contract: 

The Food Science build· 
mg was well overdue for a new landscape and I was able to play a 

role in all aspects of thi · 
s proJect. I first put together a small contract for some hardscape 

work, including a new ·d lk . 
SI ewa and saw cuts of several large panels m the entry plaza. I 

also played a role in putting together the contract documents, including doing small 

refinements on the final planting plan, assembling the planting detail sheet, and creating 

the cover sheet. I also put together the bid packages and delivered them to the bid office. 

I next went with Chris to the bid opening and met with the contractor for the pre­

construction meeting. 

This has been a great project for me to work on because I have seen all aspects of a 

competitive bid contract from beginning to end. This has fortunately coincided with my 

professional practice class, so I have seen the real world application of the process at the 

rune time that I have learned the principles of it in my class. Seeing it for myself was a 

great opportunity because I have really learned the process in a way that I will never 

forget. 
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Brumby/Russell Ball Site Im 
provements: 

Thi 
s was the first project that I h 

ave done almost completely on my own, and it consisted 
of a loft lumberrecyclin ad . 

g P , a recyclmg dumpster pad, and a new entry for Brumby 
hall. The loft recyclin d · 

g pa Is a place for students to leave the wood from their lofts at the 

end of the semester It had t b b . . 
·_ 

0 e mlt mto an embankment and required a slab, retaining 
wall side walls and a fenc I d -

' e. create a base map, a plan and details for all components 
of the project. 

or tbe recycling dumpster pad I had to find a central and accessible location for a new 

r c cling dumpster I chose t t d · · 
· 

0 ex en an ex1stmg concrete slab in the parking lot adjacent 

to Finley Street that w · · 11 
as ongma Y used for motorcycle parking. I specified that some of 

the curb he removed, and a new one added to the extended slab. 

Finally, the old automatic door opening pads at the Brumby Hall entrance were peeling 

back and had to be replaced, so I had to write the specifications for this component of the 

pr ~ ct. 
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