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 We should be careful: Einstein's "field equation expresses a lawlike connection between the structure of the 

gravitational field, i.e., the intrinsic geometry of the spacetime, and the distribution of mass-energy throughout 
that spacetime…. Should we view the equation as telling us that the intrinsic geometric structure of spacetime is 
caused by the distribution of mass-energy throughout the world? A little reflection will show that this can be quite 
misleading…. It is more enlightening to look upon the equation as giving a lawlike 'consistency' constraint upon the 
joint features of the world—spacetime structure and mass-energy distribution. The equation tells us that given 
both a certain intrinsic geometry for spacetime and a specification of the distribution of mass-energy throughout 
this spacetime, the joint description is the description of a general-relativistically possible world only if the two 
descriptions jointly obey the field equation" (Sklar 1974: 75). 
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