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Vegetable Commodity Commission 
 
The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Grower Association along with the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture and the Georgia Farm Bureau have 
been working for sometime now on establishing a vegetable commodity 
commission. Watermelons and Vidalia onions already have such a 
commission, the National Watermelon Association and the Vidalia Onion 
Committee, respectively. The commodities that would be covered by this 
new commission are beans, bell peppers, cabbage, cucumber, sweet corn, 
tomato, greens (collards, turnip greens, mustard, and kale), and squash. 
Cantaloupe may also be added, but that has not been decided yet. 
 
Educational meetings are planned around the state to familiarize growers 
and others with the program. Several of these meetings have already been 
held, but there are still three meetings coming up. One will be held on 
December 3, 2007 at the Farm Bureau Convention on Jekyll Island. 
Another will be held on December 4, 2007 at 6 pm in Douglas, GA, and 
finally a meeting will be held December 5, 2007 in Vidalia, GA at the 
Captain's Corner Restaurant at 12:00 pm. 
 
Growers with 50 acres or more of the listed vegetables either singly or in 
combination can vote on establishing this commission (they will be 
contacted for their vote). The commission, if established, will collect 
$0.01 per unit of production (bushel, crate, etc., whatever is the standard 
for that commodity) for research, education, promotion, and marketing. 
 
Attached are a couple of files with information about the program and 
the educational meetings. If you have any questions there is contact 
information in the files. 
 
 

Controlled Atmosphere Storage Results 



 
Attached are the results of the controlled atmosphere (CA) storage for 
the onion variety trial as well as the no-spray trial. In 2007, we had 49 
entries in the Vidalia onion variety trial, which were placed in CA storage 
in May. These onions were removed the beginning of October and 
evaluated for marketability. In addition, the marketable onions were held 
for an additional two weeks under ambient conditions and re-evaluated 
for their marketability. 
 
The percent marketable onions in the trial ranged from 16.7% for Sugar 
Belle to 79.7% for Mata Hari. In addition, only 55% of all the varieties were 
marketable after 14 days at ambient conditions. This suggests that 4.5 
months in CA storage is probably the outer limit on storability of short-
day onions. 
 
Of particular interest was the performance of the no-spray trial. Nine 
varieties were selected and grown without any fungicide treatments. At 
the time of harvest the no-spray onions looked as good or better than the 
the onions in the regular trial. Upon removal from CA storage the no-
spray onions averaged marketability of only 15.9% with none of the 
varieties having over 30% marketable onions. By contrast those same 
varieties in the regular trial averaged 44.4% marketable onions. This 
dramatic difference has led us to install an experiment this year to 
investigate this more fully. Using the same varieties, we have expanded 
the test to include a standard fungicide spray program, no-spray, and an 
application(s) of Pristine prior to harvest. Samples from this trial will then 
be placed in CA storage for evaluation. 
 
 

From My Desk 
 
This is the last newsletter for the year. If you or your growers are 
interested in the new Vegetable Commodity Commission, they should 
consider attending one of the educational meetings if they haven't 
already. I think this could be a great opportunity for Georgia growers to 
market their vegetables as well as help fund research and education. 
Work on the new building at the Vidalia Farm is progressing slowly and 
we've started planting onions. I think we should be finished with onion 
planting by the end of next week. Have a Happy Holiday and talk to you 
in the new year. 
 
Regards, 
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