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Paradigm of  

site-specificity 
Key Components 

Andy Goldsworthy: 

Spire & Wood Line 

Mary Miss: 

Flow: Can you See the 

River? 

Mark Dion: 

Nuekom Vivarium 

FOA:  

Yokohama Port 

Terminal 

 

Phenomenological 

Natural is distinct from man-made X X  X 

Work makes ties to local identity 

 
X    

Work places importance on physical attributes of 

location 
X X  X 

The work’s conversation with the environment is more 

important to its meaning than the object itself 
X X   

Social/Institutional 

Work highlights site as a network of interrelated 

spaces, economies or institutions 
 X  X 

Work highlights processes over physicality of site 

 
 X   

Social connections are key component 

 
 X   

Work makes commentary on role of institutions  

 
 X X  

Discursive 

Work interprets site within a context of larger public 

realms 
 X X X 

Work disperses site across broad cultural, social, and 

discursive fields 
  X  

The space practitioner organizes the work through 

their planned nomadic movements 
  X  

Perceptions of viewer act as part of site 

 
 X X  

Nomadic Intersections 

Work interprets site as the intersection of flows    X 

Work incorporates systems thinking 

 
 X  X 

Works honors nomadic nature of viewers 

 
   X 

Work combines local and global  

 
   X 
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